Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




8/lARV 



1 






V 

« .■ ■ - 



/ >, 



L E t T E R 



TO THE 



V 



P R O P R I .Ml'P R S 

EAST4NDIA STOCK. 



N 



/" 



F R O At 



Mr. HENRY VANSITTART, 



Occafioned by a late 



ANONYMOUS PAMPHLET, 



AND BY THS 



Eaft-India Obferver, No. VL 



LONDON: 

printed for J. Newbery, at the Bible and Sun in 
St. Paul's Church -Yard; J, Dodsley, in P4II- 
Mall i and J. Robson, in Bond-Street. 

M DCC LXVIL 



X>3 
VIS 



# ' r ' 



{ i } 

4 * t 



•t ■ * 



T O T H E 



PROPRIETORS 



OF 

EAST INDIA STOCK, 

« 

Gentlemen, 

3r F the Pamphlet, whiph has lately been 
[^ handed about, heavily cenfuring my con- 
iidt, wtiilft I had the charge of your affairs 
in Bengal, had been the Work of an ordi*- 
nary hind, 1 fhould not have thought it ne- 
ceiTary tp add any thing to the informations 
I have alreiady fubmitted to you, in a Narra- 
tive of three volumes j but as the faid Pam- 
phlet has for author Mr. Scrafton, a Direc- 
tor, I think myfelf feribufly called upon th 
give an Anfwer to the fcveral Articles ht 
has alledged : It is a fatisfadion you have 
a right to expeft, and it is a tafk I under-- 
take out of a pure defire to prefcrvc your 
good Opinion. 

Obliged as I am to the Diredor for point- 
ing out fdch particulars of my condudt, as 
feemeH to hint to be inconfiftent with the 
.true Inte'reft of the Company, I could have 
wiibed lie had done it in a more manly, 

B candid 
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^^andid ^nd Uber&l way; that he had com^ 
municated his thoughts and difcoveries to 
the reft of the DircStorSjj and that they had 
been pleafed to call upon me for the necef-» 
iary Bxplani^tions^ which was an indulgence 
I dcfircd When - 1 paid my rcfpefts to them 
in L,eaden-hall Street vpon my firft arrival. 
Or if the Direftor, for my greater difgrace, 
chofe rather to exhibit his perfoTJpaance tp 
the World at large, ftill, I fay it would have 
bepn more generous with refpe<ft to me, and 
more fuitable to his own Dignity, if he had 
publiihed it in the ufual manner, inftead of 
Aiding it into the. hands of many very con- 
(iderable and refpeftable Gentlemen, and 
thus degrading his own ingenious Work in - 
tQ a i^andalous Libel, without the name 
cither of Author or Printer, 

A Friend of mine helped me to this Pam- 
phlet; and as I was willing to let the Direc- 
tor know I had feen it, ' I took an opportu- 
nity of mentioning it, at the next General 
Court ; and in the prefenqe of a very refpedt- 
able Affembly of the Proprietors, told the 
Diredtor, face to face, fome anecdotes of his 
own Cpndud, which I fhall have occafion tp 
mention agaih in the courfe of this Anfwer, 
and of the truth of which, being himfelfcon- 
fcious, he ought to blufh to fit in a Direc- 
tor's ChaiF^ aggravating every ni^afure of fe- 
Vcrity againft the Servants in India. 

In re^ntment for thefe truths fo declared 
in t^p face of the Riredkor, The Eaft India 

Ob^ 



Obferver, No. 6. was publiflied theJfollow- 
ing Wednefday, containing, as was prOmifed 
in the Advertifement, fOrne free animadver-^ 
fions on ttiy Condu(£t. This Paji)cr is figtted 
** a Friend to the Company ;*' but the Author 
x)f it will not be found oUt by thit d^fcripti- 
on. It is hbWeVer both Ift mattcf kiid man- 
ner, for vefy like the Pamphlet t^foremein-- 
tioncd, that I (hall vehturd tp allbv^ it the 
rreditbf. being written by the fame 'Direftor, 
notwidiftanding the additional vireight this 
will giye to the- alltfgitions it contains 9 at 
leiftSie Dire<S]tof i$ tw fountain froni\Wherice 
the Obfetver draws his moft valuable fecret 
intelligence i and is the Patron uridier.whofe 
approbatioh, and p'erhips inwhofe payhe 
febotlrisr'^Thc Pamphlet and the Otferver, 
.being .therefore fo .nearly allied, I fhall join 
the relative parts together as I prdceed in my 
Work; art3.4hfweFtKfeih^'>aS one grand Com- 
pofition oF'the worthy fertapR 

TheDjircdlor very artfully endeavours, both 
in thePittipMet/ahd ill fhe Obfei^erV/to itt 
lord Clivcin the fronifofhis attack, aiid every 
motion virlikh I make " tP defend liayfelf; is 
conftrued'as a blow aijfned at hi^ Lordftiip : 
Thus the arguments which I have offered in 
the Narrative, to fhfew the infumcicncy of 
die Cortiparty's Revenue, at the time of my 
arrival in .Bengal, to pay .their Expienccs; 
and the abfolute neceility of feeking furthe( ^ 
rcfourccs ire ** * conceived to be a very un- 
'15 it '^' merited 

♦ Anonymous Pamphlet, p- S- 



merited attack on his Lordfhip." Yet as 
1 am called upon and urged both in the Pam- 
phlet and the Obferver to produce further 
proofs of that neceffity, I fhall attempt to do 
it J and "if in treating this and other points^ 
which, I.ffiall erideiivour to clear up to youf 
Satisfa(SHori, I flipiild declare a differehce of 
rentinient ffonct his Lord(hip, upon any arj- 
'tide of the Compariy^s concerns, he will not 
impute It to any defire in me to publiih that 
*4i*erence of fen timent, biit to me, rieceiSty 
I ain ^under of fpeaHng in my own ^^fence» 
owing to the over-heated zed of thepirec- 
tor, who rjifes a . jdifpute on purpofe ib offer 
liimfelf a ' willing CWmpion, to/Sfight in a 
caufe, wbeire his Affiftahce "was neTther want- 
*cd nor afked. , ' . .-.>... 

I will venture to fay* tjhiat his J^Q^iiJ^^ did 
hot defire or authorize the Dfa-edjEoV^o re- 
vive this difpute; but^s Kehas tliought pro- 
per -to doit, I fhall tfltke this ^]^MV}l?^iy^ 
jdeclaVing, once for 2l\\, that I wju^ay free- 
ly whatever 'may be neceffary fpf the Axp- 
^brt of the MeafiireV I took In flie Compaj- 
'ny*s AiFairs, without ^ ^regard to tfie c^nce 
v^^icKptners may tak? atit; for Lvalue the 
vduty.X owe to yoii, Geritlemefi, 'aijd to my 
own Xliaradter, above all other Confidera- 



It is imputed to me a^ * a prime, that 1 
^ublifhed to the world the pnyate trJaLnia^i- 
Qiis bfthcEafl India Company, and m the 

next 
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* Obferver, No, 6, 
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hext line, ^t t fegprejfled fotrie jpiaterid 
circumilances. As to the jPutficatipn, j 

r^ f V _ _ m • ^ #^ _ _ _ ^ I • ^ 
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found upon my arnval fo manjr partial ac? 
counts of jBengai affairs had beeii impofed 
updn ; the world, .'and fo fnany injurious 
things faid of my/blf, that a fu)[Ieraii4 a bet^ 
ter ^information j%ped aD6)lutely nec^flai^ 
If the iJiredort iud Si^ch pfeafed to afk mf 
any qWiilons. I j^puld[ have Seen . ^itisfie^ 
with anfwering tlieif ehquifies, ind endea** 
youring to make diipm fenfible of my atten- 
tion to the Company's jntercit ; but tti# opf 
jportunfty riot bfeing given me^ I w^s obliged 
to appeal further. I ordered tte Narrative 
te be printed iii a' thbufahd copies, for the ' 
information of as many Proprietory, or others, 
ias nught be mcnned tq mfdrm memielvw^^ 
upon a iiibjed: whibh fiad alreacly oeen treai^r 
ed pf minany rampnlets. 



X|ie Ajxigmai rapers,^ wnuen njinyieit. ana 
by.-thofe who oppoied ,mc,i noi a finde 
argument was deugnraly fupnreued; one 
ox^y.muance is m/^ntioncd in the ObferveiC 
**,* An article of the firft treaty with Meer 
.** lamer:! concerning which, 1 flatter myfplf^ 
t ibatl^ive fo fatisfalaory . an aqcouht, that 
evepji%: Dirb£toir himielf maU hold me 
blamelels. . ^ 

Nothing 

^ Obfervcr, P. 36. 
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Nothing was publifhcd Ip, the Narrative^ 

that could any way prqu^ice the ihtereft of 
the Company j I gave up the advantage of 
fome arguments of a nipre fecret nature, 
rather than run the rifque of offending in 
that way ; but called forth now by a Direc- 
tor, to meet him in the field of pontroverfy, 
i fhall think myfelf at liberty to bring in to 
my aid every undoubted faft, that may con- 
tribute to give me a chance of fuccefs againft 
fo formidable an opponent. 
' I fhall begin witti eiideavourihg to (hew 
the neceflity of thofe engagements, which 
the Seleft Committee at Bengal entered into 
with Meer Coffim, the 27th of September, 
1760. 

The neceflity was lb urgent, that the very 
cxiftence of the Company did moft certainly 
depend upob it. Let the Direftor look back 
into the ftate of the Conipany's affairs about 
the year 1759 ; let him afk the Secret Com- 
mittee of tnat time, what were their ftrug- 
;les ? And then alk himfelf, if it becomes 
dm, as a Direftor, to open thofe woiindb* 
ifrefli ? Exhaufted by continual Drains, from 
the firfl commencement of" the troubles on 
the coafl in 1746, the Company found 
themfelves obliged, in 1757* '^ defift from 
fending the ufual fupplies of money to their 
Settlements abroad, excepting only fome in- 
adequate confignments of filver to China. 
Madras and Bengal were enjoined to give all 
poilible affiflance to that important trade ; 

at 
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at the ftme time, to provide for their own 
military and civil charges, and the purchafe 
of cargoes for the fhips ; and likcwife to 
fbpply the Settlement at Bombay, with what 
money might be wanted there. 

The fuperiority of the French forces upon' 
the Coafl about this time, gave them pof- 
• feffion of the greateft part of the Country,- 
and difabled the Nabob there, from making 
fuch, payments to the Company, as wovli 
be anfwerable to all thefe Demands. They 
were happy, if they faw enough in the 
Trealbry to pay the indifpenfable charges of 
their troops and gairifons. 

In thele difficult circumftances, nothing 
coiild . b? n^ore opportune than the fund, 
which arofe in Beng&l oqt of the reftitution- 
money ftipulated for the Company, in d^c 
firft treaty with Meer Jaffier, A crore of 
rupees, or 1,250,0001. feemed to promifc 
^n ample fupply for all our occafions. It 
was indeed a very happy rejief from our im- 
mediate dangers ana diftrefles ; but whea 
we cbme to confider the great calls which 
were prefently made upon this Bank, and 
the. conftant drain of heavy additional ex« 
pencesr which our new conneftions with the 
Country Qovernment of Bengal brought 
tipon us, we fhall foon find the Company 
on the lofing fide. 

The fame Diredlor, by whom I have the 
misfortune to be attacked, obliged the world, 
io 1 76 1 , with a little Treatife upon Bengal 

affairs. 



i^aiifs % y^^ has bpep jujfUv cftcctjic;^ as 
jxc maftcr-piece of tli^^ G^^tlcipian's lu^* 
i;ary prociudions ; aijd no doubt h? himifclf 
cAeepiecI it fb, beca-iile ne ha? honoured this 
Workwitn his n^me, which he has hot con- 
4efcended to iq qix an^ other occafion* 

']f nis Work being wfittct^ wliUe the oc-- 
currences were frelh m the Author*s me-, 
mpry, iijmtt be looked uppn as good autho- 
i^ity, as ^o all the fads tnerein mentioned : 
^s t;o opinions, \ find I (hall very frequently 
be to happy, as to agree with j^i^i j an4 
'^here I have the misfortune to di^er, I £haU 
give my reafons very fully. 

Upoa the point' of which I ana now treat-^ 
i^ig (the reftitution obtained for the Cpmpany 
in ^he firii treaty with Meer JaiSier) the Di- 
tedor favs, *' -f The advantages of a pore. 
^/- lafting nature are the prefent profperous 
f * flate of the Company's afiairs, who have, 

ere ijhis, received the whole of diat inmienfe 

fum,ftipi\lated by the t;rea^y,ofi,ij5Q,Qoc>I.'* 
JiJe diiglit have faid, not only received the 
money, b^t ipent it, and an immenfe fun) 
befides. Three articles of expence, reckoned 
froni July 1757, to July 1760, when I went 
Xq Bengali annijiiilate at once ail the produce 
of ^us mine* 

• The 

* Scra&oh's Sketch of tbe Hiftory of Bengal, from 
the year 1739 to 175^.— 'Printed at Edinburgh in tfafi 
year 'i. 761. 

. t Scrafton's Sketch, p. 126. 






Tn6 fezjpedition t6 the Dccan,! ^ |. ^ 
under Colonel Forde, coft / 3& i-^<^K» 
The new' fort, a$ it then flood ;1 
With money laid out for ma*- > 30 
terials> about - >* J 
Civil and military charges^ at the ) 
lowefl computation, *one lack ^36 
/^ month, for three years > 

' I >, ■ 
Total of three surticles 102 Lacks 
Or i,27c>oooL 

Inftead, therefore, of wondering which 
way the Company could contrive to difpofe 
of fuch an immenfe fum, we ought rather 
to be aftobiihed how the fervants in Bengal 
found the means of fending the fupplies 
which they did to Madras, Bombay and 
China; and how they provided for other 
ExpenceSt not here mentioned, as, the mar 
rine charges, which, in Bengal, is no inconr 
iiderable article, maintaining French pri- 
fpners, and repairing and rebuilding the Fac- 
tories, which had been deftroyed by Serajah 
Dowla; and laflly, how they purchafed 
cargoes for the Company's (hips. 

There is a letter from Mr. Holwell to 
Mr. Payne, which fets this matter in a very 
clear light, and fhews that the fupply from 
the ftipulated reftitution was already ex- 
haufted, but the expences had not ceafed ; 

C on 

^ The calculation made in Council the 7th of Augufl: 
1760, was a lack and a half ^/r month. Sec Vanlit* 
tart*8 Narrative, p. 9o. itt. Vol. 



on the contrary, were l^coine exccffive. Tlilfl 
kttcr'.b^ing dateil at Calcutta '^"^otll of 
December; 1759, cannot be fiippofed to have 
been written, ' as a provifion for Jtii argjimcnt 
, in 1767. The account fre there gi^4 of'thc 
Company's cxpeiices antj finances is' as fol? 
lows: f'* I rtfalfy-Wahr courage to feuch or 
•* animadvfiit'on ydur'immenre'ilanding ^- 
«* pences, as I fee nbtiny prefent^'flah we 
** cap fall "on for the redudtion pf them. 
** You Will remember/Sir, tl^at ^otn a rpuelj 
** calculation I ma4e at hodic of rcce^^s 
** and difburfements, I pronouniied tlie Gen- 
^' tlemen here had 'been too iia^ ifi their 
" advice to the Court of Directors, that they 
*• ihoulil want no'fuppHes of money for 
f* three yearsi We' hive felt the confe- 
** (Juence of that precipitate paragraph, and 
'* were reducpd to the neceffity of opening 
'' the Treafui7 Doftrs in Auguft laft, for the 
*', fiifiply <if Madras and our tufrent fervice. 
*' ilif^ look fliis ojiportunity of reducing 
'* tlic ufu4 intereA of nine ^er. cent, to 
*' eight, it was propofed to reduce it to fix 
** per cent, hut hkd weperfifted in that, ^ye 
*' might have fhut our doors' again; for 
** fihce die large fuins remitted the laid year, 
** money has rfecovQ-ed its former value from 
•• its fcarcity, as every thing elfc does." 

Not only large fums were borrowed at in- 
ured, to provide for the increafed expencee 

of 

• VindicatiOfl of SJr. Holwsll, by Ifis firifndt, in 
quartoa p. 74." Printed (1^ i^ecke^ (704. 
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of ffie Ctomrffy; . hut MWjfi/erc 4ra^M. iipcii 
the Coort isrDirefiorsto a very great amouni^ 
fa greats tbjhe die f atkds df the Conbpiay m 
Enrobe were,, not. fiifiicicwt to pay the toils; 
when ihcy became due^ and it is a faiifb weS 
knbw^' upon. th6: Roya^ Exchdi^e^ that in 
tBte yesacf 19^9 the T>afc&ots prevailed^ n^t 
.^Odthbut dimctity, upon the biH-hoiders;^ t6 
grfoxt a&Mher tmre mr the payment o£ th^& 
lolli ;. jfthtsaccomntodadbn had fsilbdv the 
confeqpEsnce would have beenf what I nCiea 
not jxanie';i . I . . . . • 

It id ji niiriacley that th^ Company^ ftrug-^ 
^ng wi!thlfi0ob diffi^Hilties, Jii the mixlft of ^ 
obit peritous; war, were not totally opprefFed^; 
and 0reat praiie is due to thofe Managers 
ishiy trpbeld^ th^ir credit in fuch defperata 
|£!h'cu:mftipmfces; 

. Abroad we were not ftrangei^ to this dan^i 
gerbuG Situfatldn of the Company's ai!%urs/ 
^e l>ire^drs^ wrote of it, very explicitly, ii» 
their gemral' JLetfers, and exprefied mor^i 
and more ftrongly, their apprehcnfions of 
an ajAproachSig erifiisl Prefently we fhall 
fee fibe Secret Coiiimiteie plairtly declaring^ 
to the Governors in India, that aiU their 
means ^eire totally exhauiled. 

I went to Bengal, fully apprized of the 
difficcdltie^^ ttnder which the Company la-» 
boured in* ]$u*ope : on the Cdaft I left the 
King's arid Comjkany's Troops, advancing, 
tsowards Pondicherry, become now fupcrior 
to the French> after repeated ads of valour 

C ? . . in 
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in the fiege of Madras* the Battle ^ Waii« 
divaih^ and many other extraordinary efforts 
which do infinite honour to thofc'who com-<< 
manded. They were drawing near to the 
great and. final objeft of all their Operati-p- 
ons, Pondicherry, without which* all their 
former labours would have jbeen fruitlefs ; , 
but in thiis purfiiit they were in the utmoft 
clanger of being flopped by want of money* 

At Bengal* I found upon my arrival no 
lefs diftrefs ; large arrears due to our own 
troops, to the Nabob's (Meer Jaffier) much 
larger. Thefe laft were divided into two 
bodies ; one at Patna was intended to ai^; 
jointly with the Englifh army againft the 
Shahzada, who was cantoned widiin thirty 
miles of the city; the other atMoorfliedabad, 
where they daily threatened the Nabob's life^ 
furrounding his palace in the moft tumuU 
tuous manner, and declaring, that if theNa^f 
bob would not pay their arrears, they would 
fatisfy themfelves with the plunder of the 
capital. 

The defperate fituation of affairs at Patna 
cannot be better defcribed than in the letters 
of Mr. Amyatt*, then Chief of the Englifh 
fadory there. In all other parts of the coun-^ 
try the Chiefs and Rajahs defpifing and de- 
tefling Meer JafRer, were ready to join 
againft him. The -fBeerboom Rajah, fituated 
about thirty miles from Moorfhedabad, had 

raifed 

* Vanfittart's Narrativp, Vol. I, p. 69, 70, 71, & 112« 
t See his Letter, ibid. p. 92. 



faifed a^forC*, attd was a<aually preparing to 
inarch to the capital^ where^ inftead of re- 
fiftance^ he w6uld have found all the Nabob's 
rabble ready to join in the general plunder. ' 

In theTreafury of Calcutta, there reniained 
4mr one fingle lack of rupees. There was yet 
due from Meer Jaffier, upon account of the 
ilipulated rqftitution, about twenty lacks, and 
three or four months arrears of the monthly 
lack, which he agreed to allow for the charges 
of our troops, when they were adlually in th^ 
iield, 

Birt very diftant were our hopes of getting 
thefe balances from Meer JafEer. Such was 
his jealbufy of our power, that to have dif- 
treffed us, he would have run the moft def- 
perate rifk of being involved himfelf in the 
fame ruin. 

This was the Charafter given of him by 
Mr, Holwell, with whom Lord Clive left 
the Government, and from whom I received 
it ; all the Gentlemfen of the Conmiittee at 
Calcutta joined in the fame fentiments, and 
indeed his ill difpoiition towards us had ap- 
peared in fo many inftances of his conduct, - 
that it was quite notorious. But leafl; at this 
day any one fhoiild doubt of this truth, I 
fhall prcfently draw his Charafter from efta- • 
bli(hed fafts, taken from Mr. Scrafton*s owij 
Trcatife. 

A revolution in the government was how-- 
ever Tar from my thoughts, as will appear 
plainly from the intentions I profeiTed in 
. my 
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*» rojpeans and ^500 Sccpoys/* With tir&ch 
Col. Clivc took the field in Mafch, i75gf. 

In February, 1760, Col. Clive quitted 
India, and *' left- (as the Direflror informs us*) 
*< an army full pjji three times ftronger than 
«* that which he commanded ^ the preceding 
^* year;" that is, 1 200 Europeans and 7500 
Secpoys. 

. I cannot fav- whether the Dircdor's cal- 
culation of the force left by Colonel Clive 
is quite exaft, but I know that no great 
augmentation -Was made by life fucceSbrs^ 
till the year 1763, and the difficulty in whicK 
'We found ourfelves was, how to keep up 
that very force. 

We have feen that the amount of th^ fti-*- 
pulated reftitutioh, although reprefentfed by 
•the Diredtor^ to be fuch an immenfe iam, 
was entirely confumed, even before it Was 
paid, for a balance of above 20 lacks remain- 
-cd to be coUefted after my arrival. As tq 
the monthly lack, allowed by the Naboli 
-for the expences of the troops, during the 
tinle they were actually in tnt field, if the 
^i>iredor will pleafe to confider the Batta 
;(camp allowance) to officers and men, the 
draft and carriage bullocks, and other hea- 
vy charges of the artillery, the hofpital ex- 
pences, the commanding officer's table, and 
a thoufarid other incidental charges, which 
cannot be brought into any computation, 
will really find that the ftijpulated lack^ 

"Vti^ould 
f Anonymous Pamphlet, page 5, 
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Would even fall fliort of thofe extraordinary 
field charges.. . 

' If he calls to his aid .the tra<a of land, foutlj 
of Calcutta, which was granted to the Com- 
pany by Meer Jaffier, "extending/* astheDi- 
raftor fays *, "to the ocean," I will venture 
to fay, that even then, the Company would 
not be reimburfed for .their increafed mill-, 
tary charges. We are told in the Treatife *f^^ 
that this diftridt yielded a clear Revenue of 
160,000 1. Atrhng per annum, hut wc muft 
dedu&.out of it 30,0001. flerling^e'/ annum 
for Lord Clivc's Jaghire. The remainder 
would go a very little way in the niilitary ex-. 
pences of Bengal, at the time we are fpeaking, 
of. Befides which, in computing the Com- 
pany's increafed military charges, we muft 
not forget to bring to account, die heavy addi-^ 
tional cxpence. incurred in Europe, for fend- 
ing out troops, cannon, military )ind artillery 
ilores. 

The remarks J which I formerly made up- 
on the. deficiency of the ftipulations, in be- 
half of the Company in the firft Treaty with 
Meer Jaffier, are undoubtedly juft. I did riot 
intend them as an attack upon Lord Clive ; 
altho' the Diredor, for reafons very obvious, 
has conft rued them fo to be. They were a 
material part of the argument of that ne- 
ccflity, which was the motive of our engage- 
ments with Meer Coflim ; and I fhall beg 

D leave 

• Anonymous Pamphlet, p. i. . t Scrafton*8 
Sketch, p. 126, 4 Vanfittart's Narrative, Vol. I* 
jp, 22, and p. 99« ' 
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have here to repeat fome of tfiofe obforvab* 
tions, as they feem to me to. be ^DtmcfaA 
iSpon principfes, which no" Direaxn:,. nor 
FiiciMi to the Company, nor Friend to Jnfl^ 
tice, can poffibt^ deny. 

To make » jiift computatiDn of thtCota^- 
^ny*^ gains by that treaty, the ibnt ftipus-i 
liated for reftitulion, fhould be &t agiainfli 
tfise pad: IbfTes^ 0^ the Company m the capw 
titre of Cakutt^, and the failure of a ye«i^fe 
Bcttgaf inveftnicntj and- ini imuA it wonid 
hot more than repair tiiofe paft fofibs. Bob 
If the epriftitufeon of the Comj^any was afc* 
ftred, if from- a fyftem of owoaomy amir 
crommcree, they entered upon a poliftiealr 
dnd military fy!^tm> * ae I tbmk will a{>pctp 
to* eVery fenfihle obfefver^ t(SP fiyaye bieeri ac^ 
fUally the cafe ; theti I fey, ai coiiftant) 3o^ 
pcrniahcnt refource of money ,v ecpriv^ent tit 
Mie intreaifed ekpence of fu^h* uevor eftan 
blifhment, ought to have been proidded^ 
ftlHependant of the feftitatiaa,. xwiieH,. as " 
tfie terni implies, wouM oidy- repair paA 
lofles. Before the capture of Calcutta, two 
hundred or two hundred and ftfty fbldiccsr^ 
compbfed the wbote forcer of Bengal^ with?- 
ou^ ffecpoyg, without artifitery and caiftp 
equipage, without field allowances, withn 
out fortifications, aridan innumerable train- of 
Incidental articfes. Now let t&c DiretSfor's 
'account be tistken^ of the force which Colo^ 
ilfel Glive left in Bengal; the number of men 
will be found to boincrcafed* forty fbld^ afid 

- the 
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i^ /ptbief .t^OficHtfireEt cxpetatccs in a nuidi 
.gfi^ater. pro(Ks:4^(t>a $ ^ lorti^cation £i: to 
jf;^mmmA »n «mpiine fuccoeded to the old 
iort 'Of fa&pry ^ Cdicutta ^ .^nd an aIiuMx:e 
wm «aade M^ the Nabobr of the pfoymocs^ 
J[^ which ihe. Qompauy became his protoe- 
i^fi# «ndtbe ibk decoders of theoouu^ 
try^ inftead (^ ^ei^g a fadbory of raeaxrhaats 
Jtc^d^ umcter |u$ per^Hioci and jgood plea- 

, iB^it wh.y do I attempt to give an account 
^f achai^, ivhich is foixmch better de^- 
ifcribed by thre DireiSor hinafclf ? Towards 
the end Qf hi$ Treatiie he ilops in a fort 
pf traiQ^prCt. and is loft in exclamation.^ 
/^ B^jfiwre i6iy$ he) I clofc the fcene of 
/< d|e^ gloDiQus fiuxeHeSt h^ <3ie take ia 
/> vie;wpf tl» figoire the Englifh made at 
^f :^t$ period ; no longer cohiidered as mere 
^f 0]toerch^oii6> we were now thought the 
/* Umpires of Indoftan/' And again in the 
jiext pa^ "f, ** the witiok fettlemeot, from a 
ff * ftate of miieraWe poverty, changed to a 
/^ icene of magnificence ; and a great |jro*- 
/^ gre^ naadc in a fortification, which when 
/f cpmpjieated iriJU with prudent ■manage-^ 
y . pieatt iecure thefe advantages to the lat^ 
*•* eft poftexity/' 

I will do the Diredx>r the juftice to af- 
.firm, that idiis pix9ture was no lefs truly 
idfawn,^thAO £nely coloured,, excepting only 
in one inftxince,. which ind^d was a materia 
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id one, to make it a pteafing ^&me to*^ 
Proprietors ; I mean the reality of .the ad- 
vantages fpoken of. In truth, a revenue of 
70,000 1. per annumy was all that was ac- 
quired to provide for this pompous increafe 
of eftablifliment; and in the field, a lack 
of rupees a month, which would not make 
good the extraordinary camp-charges. 

But what a fad falling off in tibe Direc- 
tor's late delcription of the fame glorious 
time ! *^ The general idea (he now fays *) 
-<* at this time entertained by the ferVants 
*' of the Compahy, was, that the battle of 
^' PlaiFy did only reftore us to the fame fi- 
*' tuation we vsrere in, before the capture of 
** Calcutta ; the Subah was conceived to 
"be as independant as ever, and the Ejig- 
" lifh returned into their commercial cha- 
" radler, &c." That this reprefentajion is 
fallacious to the laft degree, let the num- 
bers of the troops, and a thoufand other 
undoubted fads, as ftated by himfelf, te- 
jftify. Every, page of his Treatife ihews 
the abfolute ftate of dependance, in which 
Meer Jaffier was kept, and the walls of the 
new fort rife up in judgment, to declare 
that other ideas than thofe of commerce, 
then occupied the Company's fervants. 

This being the cafe, other refources muft 
be provided, or the Company muft fink into 
inevitable ruin, not in Bengal only, but in 
every part of their pofleffions. I had little 

hopes 

* Anonymous Paipphlet, page 5. 



'Hopes of Meer Jaffier's confcntipg volunta- 
rily to give the neceflary aid, feeing in aU 
^his actions a tnoft inveterate jealouiy and 
ill-will towards the Company *, and an en- 
tire want of confidence in the Englifh in 
general. \ . 

Before Ifinifli this Anfwer, I fhall point 
out fome reafons, which feem to me to liave 
contributed to this want of confidence ; be- 
fides, and prior to, thofe which the Direftor 
mentions *. 

But here I fhall be fatisfied with prefum- 
ing, that fuch a jealpufy and miilruft did 
aftually fubfift ; and that Meer Jaffier was 
not at all difpofed to better the fituation of 
the Company. Some way muft be found 
of over-ruling thefe unfriendly fentiments ; 
and an influence fet up in oppofition to thofe 
iriinifters who encouraged and inflamed the 
Nabob'-s averfion to the Englifh. The 
death of his fon gave Meer CoflSm a fair 
expeftation of fucceeding to the vacant of- 
fice (the Neabut or Deputy Government) 
which confifled, as the Nabob defcribes in 
his letter -f*, in the " command of the forces, 
** the government of the country, the regu- 
■** lating of the army, and the raifing of 
** forces." Meer Jaffier had no doubt about 
conferring this appointment J upon M^er 
Coffim, until a fufpicion arofe ot his being 
too well inclined to the Englifh II • It was 

however 

♦ Andiiymous Pamphlet, page 14. + Vanfittart*s 
Narrative, Vol. I. page 74. f Ibid/ | Ibid, p. 41* 
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however the natural fucceffioq, and there- 
fore he was the moft proper perfon the 
Committee could treat with, for obtaining 
the wifhed for advantages for the Company, 
the aflignments indifjpenfably neceflary for 
their fupport; and this objeft I was refolved 
to purfue eiFeftually, for I faw ^o reafbh 
why the exiftence of the Company fhouI4 
be facrificed to the invincible obftinacy an^ 
ingratitude of a nian^ who had been raifed 
and fupported by their forces. This I a^ojQt 
f9lemnly aver, was the pure and fingle mo- 
tive of my concurrence in the treaty with 
Meer Coffim, by which we engaged to fe- 
ciire to him the confirmation of the ap- 
pointment of the Neabut, to which the Na- 
bob had already deftined him ; and the fuc- 
cefljon to the government after Meer Jaf- 
fier's death y and he, on his jpart, engaged 
to procure us from the; Nabob a grant of 
the diftrids of Burdwan, Midnapore and 
Chittagong, computed to produce about 
600,000 L per annum. 

Such were the motives, and fuch the en- 
gagenjents. I knew not Meer Coi&m i I 
knew only the rank he bore in the country, 
as the next man to the Nabob, and the 
charader he had for capacity and attention 
to bufinefs. I knew that he had quieted 
the mutinous troops, by becoming fecurity, 
for their arrears of pay, preferving in that 
infiance the Nabob from the perfonal in- 
fults and dangers, with which they threa- 
tened 



tefied kis l^ftr aqd the city from |>Iunder« 
I nev'er k^ rtftfoa to ftafped: him of ths^ 
ilteA (£^flt Wi&! ^infl the Nabob's lifef 
and iiit i^ true,- ag mentioned in^ the PaasiH< 
pAliM *9 and fhcr OMerver ^f , tiia>t he expfeil^ 
ed fuch ai thought to Mr. Hc^Trell; I am 
faf ' frotti dieittisdiiig; dse ittan^ but the nccef^ : 
fyty fop tke m^tut remains^ the &ime ^ and 
a«^k wa& a^ c^rcumdiack^e aidcAown tSo' ix»r»v« 
it edttld itot* pod^f^ afeA afty of itsy ojan 

Neast^ a% tt> thb mannei;^ i)t wliiak tker 
relfeli^^oM df the C^mmittde wede earned 
iis«& execMidff, I flkll not fcrapte to %^ 
that I went fo Mooi^fhedabsKi &% dear- 
mined ta inM^ ikpMi^ Meer Cccflhi^^s ap^r- 
pM^fibeAf^ Md^ to fttturtf w the CcAnpai^. 
fbr^ evt^V the additional ra^^emie he hod. 
ptottiikd U9 &ft m^ntai^iing eo^ forc^su i . 
ea^peStolrfoilieoppofition f9&ak thcCtr^iSk ai^t 
Ctirtnpi minSfterfr thea^ in p&wep^ bilt I dnt 
Aoc ti^Stvt^ And Meat Jaffiw fi) totafiy d^ 
"Mited' tO' thefiH as^ rathcv to^ parr whh hd»; 
gbt^timent tllan^ Wklk theie: ntinions. At 
am flrft mebtingf |^ he gave me fome bopist 
ef an^^eafy afieii<> l^t at the fet(Mid/ when L 
ftated all our difficultid& in writing ]{^ asid} 
ofgeidt hiMi^ irte^o priftffingl}^ his behanoar 
Aiewad evidimtly ms det»rmi&ation> not' tcr 
Iblfew My ad^e o^ irecommendation of. 

miiie#. 

♦ Anonymous FampMet, page 26. f Obfei'vcfir,' 
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inine^ It h true, he propofed Meer Co^ 
jBm as his neareft relation, and moft capa-: 
ble manager ; but . the monxent he faw that 
would be agreeable to me, he endeayounsd . 
to avoid coming to any communicatipn with - 
him; and many proofs will occur in thei 
following flieets, of the refehtment he air- 
ways entertained, againft aay officer of his^ , 
whom he fufpeded to be co(ine|£ted wi^ 
the Englifh. The incQnftftency fo pleafaftjt* 
ly remarked in the Obferver * upon, this 
tranfadtion, does not lie in my repojt, but 
proceeded from the well knpwn diiiimula* 
tion of Meer. Jaffier, of whofe behaviour^ 
that report contains a true defcription ; aad 
when we come- to confidei: the charadtei; of 
Meer Jaffier, fuch inftanceS:. of diffimuta- 
tion will appear yery frequently. . The notps 
in ' the ^ Obferver may bb defigned for .wit, 
but llie fame fort of ingenuity might be 
pradtifed with equal fuccefs, upon any tne 
moft fenfible and ferious writing. I will 
not interrupt the prefent fubjedt with an 
inftance, but at fome time, when I have a 
mind to diffipate an hour, in puerile amufe- 
ments, I may perhaps try my fkill upon a 
page of the Obferver. 

Meer Jaffier's behaviour in this confer- 
ence, left me little hope of his affording wil- 
lingly any relief to the Company's diilreffes. 
He returned to the fame minifters who had 
conftantly adted in opp.ofition to us, and 

while 

• Obfenrer, No. VI. page 33, 



\mile he was'confultihg Vf5th tibdmi up#n the 
ifteans of evading my'prtpo&h, I dreaded 
Aat every difpatch from Patna would bring 
news of a general mutiny aind defertiori, a* 
well of the Englifli troops, as the Nabob's ;' 
for it was not to be expefted they would 
fcrve any longer widiout pay, 

I waited the event of the next day after 
Ais conference, and finding that our diflfi- 
ciilties did but increafe, I refolved to make 
ttfe df my force, ftill determined to prefcribe 
no other terms to Meer Jaffier, than thofe 
^4uch the Committee had agreed on, warl 
That Meer Coffim fhould be his Naib, or 
Deputy, with the general management of 
affairs, as was before intruftcdto his fon, and 
that provifion fliould be made for the Coiji- 
pany's exp^ces. 

* I agreed with Col. Caillaud, upon fuch a 
plan for the conduft of the forces, as wa* 
inoft likely to avoid bloodflied, and prevent 
any difturbances or confufipns in the city, in 
both which points we were fd happy as to 
fucceed ; and as Meer Jaflier would not con- 
tinue in the government upon the terms pre- 
fcribed to him, he was elcorted to Calcutta 
with as many of his attendants, women and 
neceflaries, as he defired. 

TheDireftor in his * Pamphlet, ?is well as 
"in Ae*f-Obferver, lays great ftrcfs upon a let- 
ter, figned by fix gentlemen of the Council 
of Bengsd, fent home to the Company pri- 
vately, and afterwards printed. As this let- 

E tcr 
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ter did not pafs, in the ufual wa^, through, 
the hands of die Governor and Council, I 
knew nothing of it till I faw it in print, and. 
of courfe had no opportunity of making my. 
objections : I do not indeed wifh to make 
many, for it is for. the mofl part only a niifre- 
prefentationof the fame fjM3:sImyfplf havefta-; 
ted ;. but the Dire<9:or points wit;h particular 
eagernefs at that paft of the letter which 
feys, " So fufpicious was the Nabob of be- 
** ing fold, that he defired to know what 
•* fum of money Coflim Aly Cawn was to 
•* give for the Subahfliip, and he would give 
f* naif as much more to be continued;'- and 
this is re-echoed in the * Obferver, with a 
queftion to me, whether it is true ? 

To which queftion I fay, that to the beft 
of my knowledge, it is not true, but an inr 
mention of Meer Jaffier's, after he came to 
Calcutta.; he faid np fuch thing to me, nor 
in my hearing, neither at the time of his r©-- 
fignation, nor at any other time; nor was 
any fuch faying reported to rne, till I faw it 
in this letter. After this candor on . my part, 
the Director will no doubt think it fair, that 
I afk him a queftion, upon his private tranf- 
adlions, and I fhall take the liberty to do it 
before I clofe. 

In Meer Jaffier's treafury were found only 
forty or fifty thoufand rupees, and about three 
lacks in gold and .filver plate, which Meer 
Coflim immediately coined -f-; and he applied 

himfelf 
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lumftlf fo diligently to the Teformation of 
the aflPairs of. the Goverhmcnt, that ini veiy 
few days he .fent a liipply of ten lacks to 
Patna; and having complied with his en«* 
•gagements td the Companyi he gave us, over 
and above, vL {xwa of five lacks for the expre& 
purpofe of aflifting our army before Pondi* 
cherry, * half of which was immediately 
difpatched, by a Hoop to Madras, in the midft 
tx£ the monibon^ and I helrd, both from Mr. 
Pigot and Col. Coote,' that it proved a very 
i^onable relief and encouragement to the 
troops. ^ 

The Revenue proceeding from . our new 
-grants^ and the payments made by Meet 
.Coflim in difcharge of the; balances due from 
IVfeer JafHer, enabled us fbon after to fend 
further fupplies of money to Madras, for the 
iervice of that fettlement, ' and to be for^ 
•war4ed to China ; and notice was fent toithe 
<Jovernor and Council of Bombay, that they 
might draw upon us for five lacks, whicAt 
Aey did by the firft opportunities. . ' 

In Europe the e£Fe£t of thefe aids, obtain- 
led for the Cohipany, was extremely feaibii^ 
able ; the news came to the India Houfe in 
June, 176 1, at the very time when the Secret 
Committee were communicating . to the Go- 
vernors abroad the. moil alarming intelli- 
gence .of the ftate of the Company's adairs, 
that can be conceived. This was the Let- 
ter, already hinted, at in page 13* It is 
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to Ton; Oentknn2uPit>prietors, I fi^ it » tad 
itii ia; 3^0111: power to call for the Letter^ if 
Imrttier fatisfadiioa is required. 
- And it was about this very time too> that: 
-M^i 3crafton publifhed Aisjbart Sketch of the 
Miftury of Bengali iii which he tells us, that 
^fMM ^c£ the lafting advantages, accruing to 
thi) -Company (from the me^ures taken ia 
JBengal during the years 1757^ i758, 1759) 
.was ^^ the frejent profperotfs^ ftate' of the 
ff eampany's affidrs.'* 
^ ^jAa. the real ftate xi£ the Company's afiairs 
did happen to be diametrically oppofite to 
what 'Mr. Scrafton reprefented, it ii no won^ 
'der that the advices from fieojgal gave a fen^ 
£hle fatisfadtion to the Court of Diredx)]"^ 
bnd made them over-rate any little merit X 
fiiigfat have in the condtDft of this offaiiV 
iV tipon perufal (fay they in iheir general Let*' 
^<ter of the 19th of June^ 1761) of the Iwt 
f ^ beral Letters and Papers^ we have tkfe 
f ^ agreqable iatisfa£tion of findings that the 
'^ great Revolution in the Subahihip therefal 
^f : [mentioned has been^ and is likely toprove^ 
if ^greatly advantageous to die Compinyc 
^\ .we have not now time to enter into aiijr 
5f/. particulars on this happy event, and ca|i 
i^ j^refore only recommend and leave it t6 
i* yoo, to a& in fuch manner, as fhall be 
** miaft for the Company's int^eft* We 
if dearly fee, that this Revolution has been 
^^ happily brought about, principally by the 

^* good 
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^^vgood coodad aiid ad(ke& o£oiir Prefidieae. 
*^ Yanfittart ; and wc accordingly &ncwtkp 
** and heartily return him cmr thanks, for 
'! his great fervices^ and difiiitercfted beha^ 
•f viour on rfiis iOccaiion«" ; . . . r 

V But a fingle Director of this day. ilandil 
forth againft theibur and twenty of a foqneo 
time, and cxpe&s^ that all cdier authorilaM 
and opinions: ihould give fdace. to.hi8 bonD 
wqrd. He . boldly /aiTerts^ both in i tiuD 
^ Pamphlet and in the Ohferrer/f', that fiber: 
fuccefk of our army, againfb the Shahzada^t 
would haye removed alL ^e diftreflea of/ tfaisi 
Company, and the Nabob; ^nd would Jbavs!\ 
had tne fame elBfedt under Meer JafHer as; iin«< 
d^ Meer Cofiim- . .i-.-.^ ^ ./*.... .^l.»..j'i 

The fingle thing wanted, to remove thei 
di^flrefles of the Company, was, a betters-a- 
venue; a fousoe from whence they mighrbe< 
certified of a fupply of m6ney, to fupp^rt* 
their increafed expences $ and. I am £illy! 
perfoaded, from what I faw of Meer> Jaffier, ^ 
that no argument but force could have in-^ 
ductdhim ta grant the Company any iiiw/ 
creafe of teriiitoryi for fear of fuch aclaim'i 
or propofal:|:, he infixed moil: earneiUy, tbas ^ 
our Colle^tor^ 0iould be rofmored out of thoA^' 
lands^^ vf^ich * had been - mortgaged for « thlir' 
balance of the'i Company's re&tutioo^ dUi 

tko^ a part fMniained yet unpaid 5 and a^to^ 
-. — i further ' 
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jGurtfafir grants^ he refufed even to admit ii3 
to have a trading factory to Chittagong^. 
. So far was he from being able to fupply 
U8 with money; to pay the balance he owed 
to the Company; to furniih the ftipulated' 
fiibiiflrnce to our army; or to pay his own 
troops, that he looked towards us, for an aid 
fix>m the Company's •f'Treafury, and feriouily ; 
requefted we would lend him a fum. With- 
out a fupply of money, neither the troops- 
at Patna, nor at Moorfhedabad,' would have 
moved againft the enemy, but raorc proba- 
bly would > have deferted to diem ; and the 
fttoviiSoiw would have beeii devoted to the 
ravages of the Shah^ada, and of the difaf« . 
fe^ed Rajas, who came in arms on every 
fide. 

It feems to me therefore quite evident, - 
diat our troops could not have even a chance 
of fuccefs, under the adminiftration of Meer 
Jaffier ; but fuppofing them to have fubmit- 
ted patiently to every diftrefs; to. have ferved 
without pay; and to have gained the vidories 
which they did over all our enemies; the 
ruin of the Company was ftill inevitable, 
fince they were loaded with a burthen of 
continual expence, without any proportional 
revenue; and Meer Jaffier would never 
have confented to make .over to the Com« 
pwy, the diftrids we required and obtained . 

from 
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from Mcer CofSm, to the value- of fifi^ 
lacks, or 62^,000!. per annum. 

I take up this opinion of Meer Jaffier, 
not only from what I faw myfelf of his jea- 
loufy and ill-will towards the Company, 
but from ipnumerable , inilanqes I was ac- 
quainted with, partly from the records of 
the Company, and partly from the informa- 
ti9ns of other Gentlemen, ' of his defire to 
reiduce our power and influence* His at- 
tempt to fet up the Dutch upon our ruin, 
in the years 1758 and 1759, was fully ua*- 
derftood by the Governor, (Col. Clive) and 
the Council of that time, and reprefented 
as a notorious fa£t, in their Memorial on that 
fubjedl to the Court of Diredlors, and to 
the Admiral commanding the King's fleet. 

* The Letters of the Dutch Diredtore to 
Meer JafEer, ^yhich fell afterwards into our 
hands, (and which are now in the India 
Houf9) fully proved the truth of the Go- 
vernor and Councir$ allegations; and the 
Court of Diredlors, in their Memorial to his 
Majefly, in anfwer to the complaints of the 
Dutch, very plainly fet forth, that the in- 
finuations of 4ie Dutch, againft the growing 
power of the lEnglifli were liftened to, and 
Meer Jafiier agreed, that " -f the Dutch fliould 
*^ bring into |be province.. a military force 
«< to join his, and curb a power which was 

" re- 

♦ See the Tranflations of thefe Letters in the Appen- 
dix to the Englifh Memorial, No. 6. 

t Engliib Memorial, p. 9. 
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•? rcprcfchted as fo' dangerous ;** and &e 
Dutch chief, withbiit the Icaft referve, pnfS 
•Mcer Jaffier in mind of this agreement, in 
(One ot the Letters before-mentioned. 

• The Direftor however in his ♦ Pam-^ 
iphlet, and in the -f- Obferver, gives all th6 
t)ppofition he can to the feprefentations^ 
\;rhicJh tfie whole Court of Dire<ftors fuliA 
mittcd to his Majefty, upon fuch good 

. ground, in the faid Memorial, and endea-i 
vours to clear both Meer Jaflier, and tht 
Dutch, from th* defigns fo imputed to them, 
by our Company 5 and this he dares^ to do,- 
notwithftanding the J certificate of Colonel 
Clive, confirming the truth of all that h 
Aated in the Memorial. 

This, will furely appear inconfiftent, with 
the duty of any one of your Diredtors ; and 
after all, what this falfe " friend to the 
^* Company," can alfedge, does not, when 
oroperly examined, weigh much againft thit 
memorial ; his chi^f argument is, that 
when the Dutch commenced hoftilities, 
Meer Jaffier fent his fon with a body of 
troops to Join us; for as to the *^ twelve 

* ^* covci^s of Letters || addrefled to the Go- 
"^^ vernor of the next province," I cannot 
tonceive, that they could be of any more 

' ufe, th^ fo many recommendations to the 
emperor of Morocco.' 

Meer 

n ♦ Anonymous Pamphlet, page 18. t Obferver, 
No. 6, page 32. • i Appendix to the Memoriad, 

No. 13. . I AnonymoKS Pamphlet, page 19. 
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Mcer Jaffier's fon, indeed, if we may be* 
Ueve his * Letter, intended to deftroy all the 
hopes of the Dutch, both in this world and 
the next ; but when we turn to the ^ Let- 
ter of the Govertior and Council of Calcut- 
ta, to the Court of Diredlors; and there 
fee, that he did not arrive till threfe days 
after the battle, the .fufpicion will lie ftrong, 
that his orders from his fcither, and his in- 
tentions were, to wait the event of the bat- 
tle, as his father did at Plafley ; and then to 
Join the viftorious fide to plunder the van- 
yquifhed. 

For the Direftor himfelf is forced to ad- 
mit, that there was, or might be :{:, *' a fuf- 

* picion> that at the time when there fub- 

* fift.ed a jealoufy between Meer Jaffier 

* and the Englifh, on accbunt of the pro- 

* teftion we gave to Ramnarain, the Subah 

* (Meer Jaffier) might have exprefled a de- 

* fire to fee two European powers, in his 

* country, that he might oppofe them to 

* each other, and preferve the balance of 

* power in his own hands." 

This was fo natural a wifli, that I think 
no one will doubt of Meer Jafficr's indulg- 
ing in it very frequently ; and yet the Di- 
reftor would now impofe him upon 

F the 

* Appendix to Englifh Memorial, No. 12. B. He 
concludes with faying," I will fend thofe Chinfura cow- 
'^^ ards to Hell immediately, s^ld then I will pay you a 
« vifit," 

t Dutch Memorial, page 6. % Anonymous Pam- 
phlet, page 18^ . . . « 
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the worlds as * ^' % prince of whofe frlrad-- 
^' jQiip and attachment -f^ the Compaay 
** have had .many proofs," ^tho' he hlm^ 
fblf has furniQied, as we ihall fee preientlyj^ 
fufficient iajQiances to the contrary. 

As to his general charafter, he wa$ uni- 
verfally detefted in the country, a;s cruel 
and tyrannical > and defpifed, as indolent 
and incapable of buHnefs ^ and £0 he was. re^ 
prefented to the Company, in 2,% MemorU 
^1 I tranfixiitted to England ; and which haa 
already been made publick. Not that 
this charadler of Meer Jafficr was oflfered as 
a charge upon which he was deprived 0/ 
his government, but as an argument of the 
publick benefit, which was likely to ac-< 
crue from the meafures which had bcea 
taken, and a reafon for the general appro- 
bation, which all the country expreiTed of. 
this Revolution. With refpeA to the Com^^ 
pany, it will be allowed, that there was an 
abfolute neceHity of acquiring for their fer« 
irice a grant of farther diflrids, to enable 
them to bear their increafed military charges* . 
Meer Jaffier had no fentiment of love or 
gratitude towards the Company, that would 
give the leaft hope of his making willingly 
the ample proyifion required ; * both he and 
1h$ minifters had given conftant proofs of 
their intention to reduce the Company, 

inftead 

* Anonymous Pamphlet, page 30. t Obferver, 
No. 6, page 36. ^ J Vanilttart's Narrative, Vol. I. 
page 150 and page 151. 
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Inftead of ixicreafing iiieir grandeur, althof* 
thelfi Huoiflers were the fame he had about 
him, before Colonel Clive left the country* 
We are told Colonel Clive intended to have 
removed thefe minifters ; it is mentioned ia 
a ^ Letter f com Colonel Cailkud a^d Mr. 
Amjatt^ who give it as their opinion, that 
^1 it was done, no confidence coald be ex- 
fo&ei betawvMsn the Nabob and the Compa^ 
ay. To do this, and carry the other more 
cflfential point for the Company, thefe waS 
mo way of treating widi a mail ^ Meet 
Jaffier^s charader, bat with forc6 ; and t6 
have ever attempted frievidly meafures fur^ 
ther than I did, would in all probability 
have been atteauied widi th% trK)ft 4asige- 
roQS cofifequences ; for, befid^ th 
mettaJtPai»a, by de&n^, wkidK 
ed erery day, it Would have gluten Meer 
JafEer an opportunity of contrivj^ng ibme 
icheme of oppk>iilftoD» which woiild have 
ocoac&oned «n univerAd Toene of plunder and 
diArefs thtoogfaout the province^; for if 
the detachment at Moorraedabad, had* been 
really obl^ed to ufe hfoftilities in ' the city^ 
the army at Patna grown deljperate, for 
want of pay, wo%iki have ifollowed the ex* 
ample there ^ and lam ferioufly of opinion^ 
that if at fuch a crifis the demand of the 
diilri^ of BurdwaA, Midnapore and Chit- 
tagong, had been made to Meer Jaffieri 
and time given him *o ei^fider- of k, inftead 

F 2 . of 

• Vaafittiirt'* Nafrative, Vol, I. page 66 and 67. 



of relieving our diftreffes, he would have're^ 
joiced at them, and joined the Shahzada to 
. deftroy the Company. 

In my Memorial, a * lift is given of five 
men and four women, who wer^ faid to 
have been put to death by Meer Jafl&cr-s 
order. This was mentioned as an inftance 
of his cruelty, upon tlie ftrongeft^ affirhia- 
tions of the whole country ; when the Me- 
morial, was read in Council, no one doubt- 
ed the truth of thofe informations ; the fix 
menibers who afterwards wrote a Letter to 
the Court of Direftors, filled with every oh'* 
jeftion they could think of, againft the pro- 
-ceedings of the Committee, and exculpate 
ing Meer Jaffier to the utmoft of their pow-- 
er, thefe too do not attempt to clear him 
of this charge. During the whole time oif 
Meer Jafiier's refidence in Calcutta, a pe- 
riod of more than three years ; during the 
whole time that I was in Bengal ; neither 
d Id he offer to deny the charg?, which might 
have been eafily refuted, had it been falfe ; 
nor did his friends ever exprefs a doubt of 
the truth of it, although they daily viiited 
him, and greedily catched at every occafion 
pf fupporting his character, and juftifying 
their oppofition to the iheafures of the 
Committee. 

In the x:ourfe of the war with Meer Cof- 
fira, tlie fort of Dacca, in which all the 
ftate prifoners were kept, was taken by 

ftorm, 

* Vanfittart's Narrative, Vol. I. page 151, 
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ftbrm, and for a confiderable time in tfie 
polTeilion of our troops^ under the command 
of Capt, Swinton 5 but I never heard that 
any of the unhappy people, who were fard 
to have perifhed in that mafTacre, were at 
that time found among the prifoners ; and 
there is reafon to^bclieve, that had they been 
of the-number^ perfons Co diftinguifhed by 
their rank, and the (hocking: reports of 
their death, could vtot have efcaped a difco- 
.very.- 

But the Dired:or tells us, on the authority 
of a Letter from Lord Glive, that ** * tho* 
** murders aicribed to Jaffier AUee Cawii 
** are cruel aiberfions void of all truth ; for 
** they are all now living, except the two 
•* laft, who were put to death by Meeran 
** unknown to his father." In proof of 
this difcovery, he^ produces the ^ Tranfla^ 
tion of an Addrefs to Lord Clive, under 
the ieals of feventeen perfons udknown, 
declaring themfelves to be alive; and- the 
copy of a letter from Mr.' Sykes, the Refr- 
dent at the city of Moor(hedabad, who 
writes, that J ^* Marada Dowlah, Agah 
^* Babah, with many other perfons of qiia- 
** lity, who had been fo long prifoners at 
** Dacca, had waited upon him^ and ex- 
'* preffed their gratitude for the part his 
<* Lordihip had to generoufly taken in their 

" favour, 

• Anonymous Pamphlet, page 23, f I^'J* P-'HS* 
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** favour, by procuring 'their relicafe, iH aft 
^< they little cxpeded, tho' without fault.'* 

To tho£b who are fattsfiod with the in*' 
formatiou contaioed in this JPatnphlet, aa 
indulgence which there is reafini to tbiiik 
the Diredor experts from all his Rjeaderi^ 
it will appear from the cleareft evidenccw 
that the hiftory of the ajGTadinacioajs is thfo^ 
lutely falf^ ; and that the perfons who Jtare 
been fo long; fuppoitd to hare fallen a £k^ 
crifice to the cruelty of Meer Jaffier* are 
now tifen in Judgment upon his accufers, 
and in demo^flration of their own exiilence $ 
but as this is an indulgence^ which die Di^ 
re£tor cannot expeiSt from me« iince htt 
whole flory is calculated to draw jan odium 
on me, for the part which I adbed towards 
a man, /b unjuftly accufed, fo flieady in his 
integrity to his friends, and fo abundant hk 
lenity to others, I fhall take the liberty to 
examine into the truth of this diicovery» 
which I (hall prove to be falfe, even from 
the proofs which he has produced of tha 
truth of it, 

I remember an obfervation of the late 
Mr. Fieldirig, that tiere is a method of ion^ 
veying afalfehood in the werds of truths which 
is, by -fuppreding fuch circumftances a6 may 
throw a juft light upon any fad, and rdat- 
' ing only fuch, as by an artful arrangeanent, 
may miflcad the judgment upon it. This 
obfervation might be applied to many paf- 
fagcs of the Anonymous Pamphlet^ two in- 

fiances 
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ikmofM oi^ly I fh^ part^cttlacife, and thish is 
one. It is true» tH^t a lifl ha^ been pub- 
^ihedof nine perfons.who \^ere (>ut to death 
by Meer Jaffier's orders. This lift Mr. 
Scrafton quotes^ copying, pretty faithfully, 
the connexions or employments df the faid 
perfonsi, but omitting their names. It may 
be true, and I believe it is, that a Letter 
was written to Loud Clive^ fealed with the 
i!eal8 of feven teen indifferent perfons, whole 
names only (excepting three unknown daugh- 
ters of an unheard of father) are mentioned. 
But from thjs conclufion drawn from this 
latter lift, that thofe mentioned in the 
former were liviQg, it niiuft be fuppofed, 
that both lifts relate to the fame perfons*. 
This the Diredtor does not fay, and if the 
Reader will take up the argument, where 
he left it, and form fuch a conclufion him- 
felf, he, and not the Dired:or, muft be 
blamed for the confequences. To prevent 
this I will prdent the Reader with the 
^ lift quoted by the DireSor, adding, tha 
names as they ftand in my 'f Memorial^ 
the only place where I remember it to have 
been publifhed, and leave it to him to com*- 
fareit, with diat of the fubfcribers to the 
above-jnentioned Addrefs. 
J« Tie vn(hw of Serajab Dowla's uncle ^ 
Gaftceta Begum. 

2. TiStf 

♦ Anonymous Pamphlet, page 25. f Vanfittart's 
Nariativc, Vol. I. page 151. 
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i. The mother rf Serajab Dtwla^ 

Begum. ' , . ., 4 

3. T%e adapted fon of SerajahDawlds unele^ 

MuHada Dowla. 
4* l^be widow of Serajab Dowla ^ Lutfin^ 

nifla Begum. 
5. The infant daughter of Serajab Dowlo^ 

No natpe. 

6 & J. The head J^ I and the Juroeyor of 

the publick works . Who the firft is, I 

know not ; but I fuppofe it to be Ah^ 

dul Ohab Cawn, mentioned in my Me-« 

moriaL The latter is Yar Mahmud*. 

The names remaining to compleat. . the' 

number are, * Coja Haddee, and Meer Cv^ 

zim* ' --.' 

The Dired:or allows part of the charge 

againft Meer Jaffier, but infills, fron^ the 

proofs already recited, that the firft five per«. 

fons of the lift are now living. The names 

of Murada Dowla, and Lutfin NifTa Begum; 

do indeed appear amongft the Writers of the 

Addrefs to Lord Clive; but thofe of Oafleeta 

Begum, and Emma Begum, are not mention^ 

ed at all ; nor the infant daughter of Scra- 

jah Dowla, by any marks by which (he can 

be diftittguiftied. ^The vrfaole therefore pf 

this exculpation amounts to no more, than 

that Meer Jaffier is innocent of two murders 

out of nine, falfly afcribed to him ; and in 

their place, the \ Diredlor himfelf has fur- 

nifhed 

* Scfafton's Sketch, p. 117. f ^^^^ p. 106. 
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at^ihM US vrit^^ ^laodpgpi:;^ inrthe pwrcoi of Mir-^ 
9a Muri4fip, t;he brp&ei: of Sej^yah powla. 

^ut if wc pocced further* tQ examine the 
ireali^y of the re^exifte^iqe of the twp per- 
JpPASj exQeptj;4 from the Uf):> even that wiU 
^gmgifl vesy amhigijous. Murada Dowla 
y/a* a,p. infaAt at the tiaiie qf his father!s 
(4path, nor r^lqafe^ tiiH after nineyearaim- 
prifb^ipiea^, 4^^^ whi<^h he was ioi effec- 
tijiaUy concealed from the worjd, that it was 
nftt. ey^ix fijfpeaedf for a great part of that 
Hiwe^ ths^t he was ^iviag. Lutha Nilfa Be- 
f^}f9^ phaoged her cojufiaeqient from, the fe- 
f^glio to a p^^n^ an4 was equally excluded 
frjcw^ ^ ^g^t in both places. Yet both 
f^ppeadT again^ without the leaft dispute of 
^ipir i4entityj^ with proofs fo clear of their 
e^ciftQBc^ t^att,^ as the Qbferver fitys *, they 
^&av^ bu:^, fe^n^ ta eat md irink% with othef 
<:irci|qa^ances^ yery %t for an Obferver, but 
tpq indecent ai>4 ludicrous for a Gentleman^ 
and one who means to put his name to all 
that he writes; and at the fame time too 
repi^gnan^ to the cuftoms pf perfons of any 
charader in Bengal^ to deierve the leaft 
credit. 

This nfwa of the Dire(^or'$ is ifitFoduce4 
in the <5bfcrYer v^ thefc words i* : ** Un- 
*< fortuioatejy foryou, ^Mr. Vanfittart) the 
^' menf woo^eni and children in this lijft ar^ 
** jaow alive." Inftead of looking upon this 

G as 
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*as a misfortune, I fhould moft fincerely f©-» 
joice, that not only the five perfons, men- 
tioned in the Direftor's intelligence, but the 
four others contained in the lift, recited in 
the Memorial, were alive. But, *** wastHe 
whole ftory of thefe murders *^ a cruel af- 
f* perfioh, and void of all trath," as is af- 
firmed, why is it laid to my charge ? The 
' ftory was publiftied before I arrived in Ben- 
gal. I took it up, but as I found it, and if I 
was to blame in that, it was a fault which I 
was guilty of in common with the whole 
country, in common with the declared ad- 
vocates and friends of Meer Jaffieri/who 
•f-all allowed the faft, but jiiftified it upoh 
the principles of eaftern policy. I am ferry 
to fay, that inftances would not yet be want- 
ing, were thefe removed, of Meer Jaffier^s 
cruelty, of which, as well as his many other 
eminent virtues, I ftiall now proceed to give 
a faithful defcription, taken from Mr, Scrafi* 
ton^s book. 

' " - ■ 

CharaSter of Meer Jaffier, from Mr. 

SCRAFTON. 

• - • • , . •.. 

THIS hero is firft introduced upon the 
ftage, as a principal officer in the fer- 
vice of Scrajah Dpwla |, " who thought, he 
" .difcovered fome appearance of difafFefibion 

^ Anon. Pamph. p» 23. f Mr. Amyatt's Minute in 
theNar^ lift- Vol. p. 161. -J Scrafton's Sketch, p; 70^ 
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*' in his conduft in the battle With- the* 
*^ Englifh, the 5th of February, 1757." *— 
** Two months after, Jie * (Meer Jaffier) 
** and Rbydulub fent a. man privateily to 
** Mr. Watts, with a Hint, that many of 
the principal officers had determined to 
depofe Serajah Dowla, and if. the EngUfli 
** would fupport him : in his views on the 
^* Subahfliip, he would .readily make. any 
** conceffions, that might be found necefTary 
^^ to. indemnify the Englifh for the IpflTos 
^* tjiey had fuftained, and to render their 
?* trade advantageous to them/' After ]the 
Committee, upon this ehcouragenient, Jiad 
refolved. to renew the war with Serajah 
Dowla, and bur army had begun their march, 
Serajah Dowla, knowing how much iippprt- 
ince Meer Jaffier's fidelity would be, on this 
occafion, fent for him -jr^ *' introduced ^he 
** Koran, fwore that he would never: at*- 
^* tempt his life ; and Meer Jaffier fwore^ 
^* that he would be his faithful foldier, and 
** fight for him to the laft drop of his blood." 
Then again, in the midft of the battle of 
Plafley, Serajah Dowla '* J fent for Meer , 
Jaffier, threw his turband at his feet, and 
told him, with a moft dejedted counte- 
** nance, that it was he. that muft protedt 
** that turband ; meaning, that it was he 
** that was to cover him fromi (hame, Wh©- 

G 2 '' thw 

* Scrafton's Sketch, p. 80. t Ibid* P- 9^. 

J Ibid, p; 93 & 94- 
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«« ^efr this moved Mber Jaffier's comj[»ftffidni»^ 

^ or his l^liticks were to iave ap^isiraiitet 
<^ with both paftits, is uncertain i but he 
« did not oiFet to joih us, ohljr wibtb di» 
<* Colonel a rtotfe, advifing him to puflh fbn* 
** ward> fot that the' battle was more than 
•* hatf won. In evety thing dfc lleilbod 
^* neuter during the wholt adtion*** Th» 
battle was wort> Serajah Dt)wia flcd# And 
** * Meftr J&ffifcr lilted a few miles firoiai the 
*' Englifh afmy. Ih the morning, the 
•* Gblond ffenl Omarbeg (a moomian, |iar-» 
'* tiGularly attached to Meer Jaffier) alid Mr4 
♦* Scriftofi, to condu<a him to Doudpodti 
** Where he halted that night. As foon 
^* as he faw the tneffengers, he advanced 
^^ forwards, with his fon, to meet them^ 
** but was far from teftifying that joy Which 
«* 'n^-ight hive been expeftcd: probably ht 
^^ harboured fome iufpicion, that the Colo*- 
^' tifel might refent his condudlj in not joift** 
** ing him, confbrmably to his promifes; for 
*^ afterWiards, when the guards drew oiit ID 
■^* receive him, as he part, he ftarted, as if hfc 
** thought it was all over with him; nor did 
*' his countenance brighten up, till the Co*- 
*' lonel embraced him, and faluted hita Su- 

*^ bah of the thfee provinces." [• " Meer 

•^* Jaffie?, whtther confcious how little he 
^* had contributed to our fuccefs, or that a 
f* Muflulman could n6t conceive fugh mo- 

f* deration, 

♦ Scrafton's Sketch, p. 94* t Il>i<f«^ p* 96. 
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deratioiiif where we ha4 the whok In our 

pewer^ ftiU doabted the reality of his ex^^ 
flkation I and it was with great difficultj^ 
that Meff. Watts and Waifh cpuld prevail 
on hini to ftdt as Subah;" A few days af^ 
ter, * *• Serajah Deyrla, . travelling in dif- 
gttife^ was difcover^d at Rajatnahl; and 
advice of it reaching Meer Jaffier^.he im- 
mediately &nt his fon to take him pri*' 
^ fener, and bring hini to the city, where he 

* arrived the 4th of July, at night, unknown 
^ to the Colonel^ and was privately put to 

^ death, by Meer Jaffier's order. ^Meer 

\ Jafiier heldt a Council of his mod intimate 
^ friends about &e difpofal of him, who all 
^ i^reed, that it would be dangerous to 
^ grant him his life, but that he fhpuld im-* 
^ mediat€ily be put to death^^ leafl the Colo- 
^ nel's clemency and moderation ihould plead 
' fof his preferyation. Serajah Dowla re- 
' ceived the dreadful fenten^e trembling ; 
^ he Wept bitterly, and pleaded hard for his 
^ \ihi en any terms ; but when he found 

* all iHt^eaty in vain, he defired dnly a delay 
f;of a few moments^ to wafh and fay his 

* ptsytrs in. . His mercilefs executioners 
^ flung a pot of water over him» and dif- 

^rat^hed hkn, . with their fwords. His 
remilins were estpefed ofi an elephant round 
the eky, and the!^ interred^ A6ar the tomb 
of his grandfather. 

. " The 

* Scrafton's Sketch, p. 99* 
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" * The Nabob of Patna, was one Ram^ 
'* narain, a Gcntoo, faithfully attached to 
** his late mafter, who, fuppofing^ecr Jaf- 
** fier would not confirm him in his govern- 
'* ment, was meditating a jun6lion,.with the 
** Siibahof Oude. There was fuch evident 

proof of this, that Col. Clive advifed Meer 

Jaffier to difplace him, which was ap- 
** proved, accepted, and the order fent j but 
" different paffions now biegan to operate; 
** and Meer Jaffier, from fome unknown 
** motive, determined to effeft his purpofe 
** by other means/* 

The Director then proceeds to give an 
account of thefe different paffions, which al- 
ready (in lefs than a month) began to ope- 
rate upon Meer Jaffiier ; and very fublimely 
introduces them, with a dedu6tion from hu- 
man nature, and a fimile from the nature of 
beafls, leaving the reader to judge which 
befls fuits our hero. 

•f* " Whoever (fays he) confiders human 
'*^ nature, will eafily perceive, that the har- 
** mony, between Meer Jaffier and us, was 
** liable to many interruptions. As the 
** brute creation retain no longer their af- 
«* feftions for their parents, than while they 
** need their help to nourifh them ; fo Meer 

Jaffier, now feeling his own flrength, 

forgot the authors of his greatnefs. He 
" feemed to look on us, rather as rivals than 

** allies, 

* 

* Scrafton's §kctcb, p. X03. f Ibid, p, 104. 
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^' allied, and his firft thoughts were how tor 
«* check our power j and evade the execution 
^* of the treaty.— He feemed to thinkhimfelf 
«« fufficiently poj^^cfFul to difpute with us 
*« the remainder of tfjte treaty ; and to this 
** he bent all his fjttture politics ; the natu- 
** ral confcqueAce of which was, that we 
*^ were neceflitated to ftrengthen ourfelves 
** by forming a party, in his own Court, to 
" be a continual check upon him.*' 

* " In Odober 1757, Meer Jaffier fixed 
** his ftandard to the north, with great ^x- 
** pedxitions of rendering himfelf as power- 
•* ful and arbitrary as his old mafter Ali ver- 
** dee^ whofe example he endeavoured to 
^* imitate in his government 5 he had pro- 
** jeded a very cxtenfive plan, to which he 
*^ was by no means equal, ift. He propof^ 
** cd the deftruiftion of Roydoulub, -f- and 
** his party. 2dly, To crufh the rebellion in 
** Purnea, wherfc the late Governor refufed 
** to own his authority. 3dly, By force or 
«* ftratagem to get thq Nabob of Patna into 
** his power, and give that province to his 
*• brother ; and having made himfelf thus 
** powerful, he finally propofed to awe the 
** Englifti, into the relinquifhing the re- 
** mainder of the money, due to them, and 
** the other articles ftipulatcd by the treaty." 

" * This 

♦ Scrafton's Sketch, page 105. 

t In the preceding page of the Sketch, this man is 
mentioned as ** clofely copnefted * with Meer Jaffier, 
l^ and a fdlew confprrator of equal rank." 
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^^ of Mir^a N!(undee> Seraj^ QfiwU's i^o% 
<< ther^ a w^aks hdplefs jixuitli^ im 

<^ Spies and Para^tes bad in$n\^te4^ ^ bii^ 
<< Roydoulub iatende4 to j^t u^jfqf Sij^|ifih» 
*< The fame jealoufy induced him tp 4|nd 
^^ the widow of AUverd;e into confif^efof nt 
^' at Dacca; and a ik^idt watch wa^ l^^pt 
^^ over an infantu called JX^urada Qo^^ ^^ 
** Thefe fteps fo alarmed ^^9i4v^ 
^^ that; qnder pretence of fic)&a9f9y he ab- 
*^ f^nted himfelf from Cpiirty ai^dqc^ned 
taking the 6ield with Meer Jaffier. Tt^ift 
wasr the £rft ohftacl^ Mcqt Jaffi^r- i^et 
with } and now hV iDegan ta a^prel^Adt 
^^ that fhould he inarch |rom ^s t»pil^ 
'^ it was poflible the Cqlofi^l, p^^t^tvig^ " * 
*^ his vieWy might join with i^oydoifltb^b^ 
^^ and attack his fon, whom he lef( Ggy^ 
*^ vernor in Kis abfence; He long hefLtgt-* 
^^ ed what part to ad: with the Colppeli^ but 
^^ at lafl determined on writing tq tun^ ta 
*^ defire him to inarch i^p, with his tfopps^. 
hoping either to awe him. by the par^e. 
of his numerous forces, or win him by 
profitable offers to abandon^ Roydou}ub« 
But now that he (Colonel Clive) 
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faw Meer Jaffier'^ jealoufy was incurable^ 

** he determined to check him efFedually*. 

" — J At their firft interview, the Colonel 

'^ reproached Meer Jaffier with his wejk 

. . . ** and 

* Scrafton's Sketch, page io6, f Nephew of 
rajah D^wla. % Scrafton's Sketch, page 107* 
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^ and ui^aithftil condud:^ i-eminded him of 
^ the agceementf entered into . at Jagutfeet's 
houfe^ declaring himfelf Roydoulub's 
protedtor; and demanded fecurity for the 
payment <tf .the remainder of the treaty- 
•* money,: tjf which> even the firft half was 
^^ not yet paid, although the time was 
^^ elapfed for die firft payment of the fe^ 
^* cood half* 

'* ♦ Meer Jafficr^ who biirnt with defire 

^* to free himfelf from our voke, now form- 

'^ ed a proje^ froni which he hoped fome 

<^ relief. He ordered Coja Haddee, a ge- 

^^ neral who commanded 16,000 men, to 

^^ make a: forced march^ and eater the ci- 

'* tf (of Patna) before our army, which 

*' had always been the van of the whole% 

i^ This officer was much fuipeded of an at«« 

^^ tacfament to RQydoulub, and therefore 

^^ Meer Jafiier' aimed at embroiling him in 

; ^^ a fldrmilh with us, indifferent who had 

** the advantage, where he wanted to be rid 

^* of both, 'f He accordingly gave him or- 

*^ ders, that when he entered the city, he 

-^^ (hould ihut the gates, and permit no 

** troops to enter the city, without farther 

^f orders. Coja Haddee, not perceiving the 

** fnare, paiTed our army, in proper order 

<^ for action ji when the Colonel came near 

** the city,- he fent Word to Coja Haddee, 

*^ that Meer Jaffier had laid this fnare to 

^^ deftroy him, and advifed him not to op«- 

H « pofe 

. f. Scrafton^ SJceicb, page 1 09. t Ibid, page ixc. 



««^ pc^t him/ SOS he ^as deterMricA to enter* 
i€ Coja Hiddjic immediately retired^ and 
*< fent Mcer Jaffier a rrysSkgt^i that he pre* 
i« • famed/ hi^ orders could not. regard his 
cc friehd Sabitt Jong (Col. 'CKve) whom 
*< hd had IcJt pdfsi -The Cotenel marched 
«« thfoilgh the city, and encamped on the 
tt of)pbfJte Mtr^ Meet Jaffier folldwed with 
tf fuUen liownefs, mortified at his difap^ 
<»« pertrftmftnti^ and enraged tb fee. the Colo- 
^« ft«l eaityiiig' $v^y the glory of -thii cam»» 
*« piigtti, White ■hiwftftlfapjJeatcd:oDrily ia hi« 
•«< General. Attid h^w eafocd a fceno «f 
<f plots and cdrtfpiracieis, whereiir the Jfeve^ 
^« fal'a?*6?§ dif^aj^t* the^ Mts t)£ treachery 
^* and diflimtilationv with all thexefinedAibt 
^' tietybf eafter« politicians. " [ » 

• * " Mecr J4ffi»-ft- view« tfeir^ampeUgh 
'«* were^ as *lrcad^-lft««lbrttri/.ta iMresdb t 

'^ pbV^rer of efit- tfiilAfter, makre his.ferrthttr 
*^ Nabob of Patha,. '4nd finally, tb aiWe 
the En-^fh iitt6 the reiihquiikifii^ 
the treaty :-ift6!«jyi Ler u&: hidwr ^1^ 
how the different parties (enddeivotircld to 
•* countera(?l him. -f* RarAnirain atid Roy- 
^* dulub foon found they Were tending to 
' " the feme centre, whkh was the dfeftrirtJ- 

* *' trprt' of a mafter Ihey thought they cbiiH 
« h^ver trail. Coja Hadd<e, Goflim Allee 
•* Cawtti and Vnoft of the geheftfl offitel%, 
^' were of their pirty > and entered isiita a 

"^* iKrittm agreenwettt to fupport etaoh either. 

^' They 

* Scfafton's Sketch, page xto. f Wid; jpagd rtii 
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€^ They fif«q»cndy ijo^ti^^fyA. Qlive^iand 
.*♦ ,«9ik^^«urg4# ^y ejrejy artifice an4 ftrjtta- 
^^ fpm, 1^ % hfiji ajt ppen vjiriant<? with 
** Meesr Jgflier, wiiiie ^hev party ^ Cpprt, 
/:* ajSed ^c feipe part ijritji Megr J^ffieri by 
,^* cpitfiiau^ly xAfili^ tp ittip, jthgt.thi 
/.^ ColofitJ. jvas WQ^ <)?er. by. Roy^i^lub 
.^ a«4 ]^an>ftaraip» aad would i^cr^aiuly at- 
i' tempt Jbjis^^ifc WWe Mccr fsUSBef > mind 
:*^ )¥&€., ^1)$ agitjitedy by fi^fpci^ii of aH 
/^ p^ifi^^ :^ ac^ridentiwppepqdL that ajja^oit 
:" bcpHgJait #¥ery body tp jlay 9fi^.At njufk^ 
/^ ^d;a^A9 their rwi <^ra<^:{^s. Cpjpiwl 
** Pi«e fcept his head, qwaptfcs ,at the^ Eng- 
-".l*di-f»0ory^ the.^aiwy bfW^ eijcapaped to 
^^ ^thi^ li^^ward pf Patiia, Meer Jaj^ter'^ 

caa^ to the etUlw^d* hut ^ v$tfft Jgyni^ 
ber of his .troops ^ ^ 6ity» as ]iverejal£) 
^^ K^mjPLU2in\; m^ with the Colppel was 
«* a guar4 <rf two hutidred ieepoys. Neser 
** the fsi^tpry was.quartejed a body pf jRgra- 
'^ narain's horfcu .and bcX^ ufipd theiame 
'* market. A ^ifpute arpfe between them, 
*^ which fronx words <;ame. to hlows, gnd 
^ fomc of -the ColpnQl's feeppys were 
'^ wpi^iM^d 3 tjhey cam^ to cpmplainj and 
^^ the Colonel permijtted them to go .and 
:*^ t^e their pwn re^Qnge ; they immedi- 
V gt^ Tallied o^it^ and attacked the horfe- 
*^ iQ^ny^hpm they fooa routed, rikJ pnp or 
'^ two ,<Q|f theoi were kiUed. The alarm 
« Iprif^d iijftgotly thro^bout the ^ity„ all 
^* ipaijtics were m arms 5 Spies were running 

. ..* Pa .. - ^ *' back- 
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/. . . 

•' backwards and forwards, Over the citjr, 
^* every one making a different report, ac* 
^* cording to the fears or wiflies of their 
<* matter. ♦ Meer J^ffier, who had his 
*^ bea(i quarters In a |mi,ce, on the eafterh 
** fide of the city, immjediately fufpeftcd 
^* Colonel Clivc, Rartinai-ain and Roydou- 
** lui) were forming a/ defign to attack 
*^ him; full of this thought, he inftant* 
•* ly put his women, papirs and jewels, on 
' «* elephants j fent a party to fecure his re- 
. ^* treat, and put all his troops under arms i 
• ^* Roydoulub aijd Ramnaram were alfo un- 
der arms, and it was a miracle the city 
was not fired and plundered. But as the 
*^ rife of this^diforder was entirely acciden- 
^* tal, fb nobddy was prepared to take any 
** advantage of it $ and by the intercourfe 
** of mefTengers, the tumult fubfided, and 
*^ every one iheltered himfelf under the 
** cloak of ' diffimulation ; firft reflefting, 
^^ whether they had done any thing, in the 
^* firft heat of the alarm, that might have 
•* betrayed their fentiments. The next 
" morning all the grandees vfiited Colonel 
<* Clive; and the Commander of the horfe, 
*« whofe people had begun the ikirmifh 
'^* with the Englifh feepoys, was ordered 
out of the city. Mecr Jaffier lived in- 
continual apprehenfions^ but the Colohel 
was too fteady to be led aflray by cither j 
his honour, and the publick in tereft, 

** ftrong- 
• Scrafton*^ Sketchy page rx2« 



cc 

€€ 
€€ 



(55] 
<* ftfongly attached him to Meer Jafficr, 
«^ though at the fame time it was our inte- 
«* reft to reduce his power to the proper li- 
« mits, which nothing could more efiec* 
«« tually reftrain, thaniupj)ortingRamnarai& 
<« in the Nabobihip of Patna^ and Roydou* 
<< lub in the miniiiry } and juft< fb &r h6 
<^ entered into, their views. The Rajahft 
«< refufed to pay their fubmiffions^ but thro' 
^^ the mediation, of the Colonel^ which 
«* Meer Jafiier was too haughty to accept^ 
«^ and the clofe conne^on between Ram- 
<< harain, and Roydpulub, both fupported 
«* by us, prevented the reft. Thus Meer 
«^ Jafiier equally miftrufting. and miftrjufted 
^ of ^Ij had the mortification to fee all his 
<* projefls vapiih.— -* When Meer Jaf- 
«^ fier found that all his endeavours, to win 
•* the Colonel, were in vain, he endeavour- 
♦* ed to out-ftay him, hoping his prefence 
'« would be required in Calcutta, and that 
^^ he would be obliged to abandon his friends 
<' to him ; ^ but even that proving ineffedual, 
*' he at laft, after a ftay of four months, at 
^< aii immenfe expence, was obliged to con- 
^« firm Ramnarain in the Kabobfhip of 
«« Patna, Roydoulub in the miniftry, and 
^' to return to his capital, totally difappoint* 
*^ ed in aU his viqws.'* 

" -f- The arrival of the French fquadrofi, 
^^ and :■ the lofs olFort St. David, had an 
«< inftant afied on our influence in the coun^ 

*' try. 

* S^nipfm*9 Sketchy fiagc 113* ' f Ibid. p. (15. 



€€ 
€€ 
€€ 



I J6 3 

V. try. ThiB. Cplpnel cottfiderii^i Hiiit i£ 
«* ^eer Jaf&er.cpul^ be preVsuled on to pay 
"him a vifit ij> C^cutta,: it woald. deceive 
i* imv eneniiep, into a Arirx perfa^oiu ^aC 
<f jtjbere fubfifl^d a perfeft. Ofnity fatctyvi^ji 
*• us."— ^* * Titis oiitwjurd jM)p«arattQe oi 
*«. harmony W4S leqvally fteocMry tp Meer 
^^ Ja^er^ ;s|S it. vra$ Qiir alliaiice agtd |>rotec- 
<< tioiaij tb^^t alone made him {oxnuosMi^ to 
" his neighbours. . Mr. tVatts waa fent, 
^ with the kiviitatioB^ which he reatdUy ac^ 
ccpted, , b«t pbfcrving how. snmoh we 
courted has frie£Kiilm>» .hie thou^t he 
^^ might now execute his. 4e£.gns jagfimrfL 
Roydoulub. He left the cil^ titder 
^f charge of his fbnj iir|b difmifling his fxdr 
<^ nifler from all his eji^ploys. and (40 ail 
'^ appearance) left an order to his foh to 
<< put, him to death s . for no iboneir wjts hi6 
<< father out of his. fights than he prepared 
^< to attack htm; but as pur i^epntMboft^and 
«< influence ia the coontry, IntireLy idepond- 
«< ed on our prote^^ing him in his lile and 
«^ honour^ Mr. Scraftpn^ then refideot st.the 
«* Nabob's Courtt matched a company of 
*S men, to his aiCAan^e^ and took him un- 
*^ ,dcr hiB protecSfcion^" 

/V -|- The dcpartufe Df fo great a part of 
*' our force" (me troc4)s fent with Colonel 
^ Ford *o tlw IDecan) made Meer JafHer 
M morejianghty in .his condudt. .He had 
." .lately jcut i3fff two. of his general offioers, 

** Coja 
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^^ Co}aHackSe6, ^iM CizimMy Q^wn^vrhovn 
^: I have before m^tkaed to b4 of ]^pydu^ 
'-^ lub's party ; the former kd 6rjdbred out of 
^^ the country, and in his p^Mi^p throUgb 
^^ the pafs cf SicklaguUy, he ordered tbo 
^^ Moiintaineersi; and Gwetnoeoi R^aniahl^ 
^* to fali tipon. Idifti tibe oitberi his fon afiaf^ 
*^ iinated^ at an entertainitieiltr;; -tad aoW: 1m 
^ SAii fbrgpcd 'letter tb'fvwn^ that RO)^u- 
5« hib was^ concerned wiui H^tib^ m acoBJlpi^ 
<* «racy: to mimkr him; but llio forgdry was 
*^ 6vidbn;% pr oTcxi^ and the Cojdhel petfe^ 
^ Tcrcd in prhbefting hitt)^ ; Me6r Jaiier 
^ feemed ihdihed to rdebt this rtfu&l,,.iiDd 
*' hinted, thai he expedtd (lilB.ntortgagod 
^ ' ptov h ic c s ihemkd he tt/RixtA t» \dm ; but 
M die news of CoL Fdrd's , fiicoefs checked 
V hish for tlm ptcfcnt." 

«« * But now a new fecne opeai^ j** 
4thcj iowfion of tiic Shahzkda) .^ Mecr 
Jaffier had ^.^ Idtdy gktxi £ich pf oefa eif 
^' his inclination to avoid all farmier con*- 
^^ uJsSAam with ' os^ that he ^piDehended, 
^* the Colbnel tvxaadd niot he Wy ra^ to 
^^ aflcft him, ahd iBAereforr iiedkined,- »s 
'*^ kmg ts poffiflble/ acquaintiag bha with 
f^ the tte-eatened .invafion ; bat Ukfr a ibthv 
*^ ful inan, who is not febfibfe oihiA #eak:^ 
- ^ nels, tiiQ occafidn rtquiret iiim to put his 
^ ftrentth to thie trid; now that theexiga>- 
'^ croons asffiEdf&iitlcnxazKdsd hcihould exert 
:•* ^kunfelf^ he found how little able he was 

•* to 
•'/ • - .V :*;Scrafton;«aicctch,->ii!8. • - ' 
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^ to cOpK with an enemy; The 
^ forces" (having at leaft 80^000 men in his 
jpay) '* he had kq)t up to no manner of pur*^ 
<^ pofe^ and had quite exhaufted his treaiurys 
<< nad ftill vaft arrears due to him ; far ftorfl 
^* ailifting him^ they even threatened his life, 
** if he did not immediately comply with 
^ their demands/' 

• " Thus every thing looked as if. Meef 
«<- Jaffier veatdd lofe his life and government; 
'< withotit a fi^ord beiiig drawn in his be-^ 
<« half* In this diftrefs, he at lafi: dppHed 
*< to Col. Clive;"— «* * who imimedntely 
^« begun his niarch to Moor(hedabad» wheft 
^« he arrived on the 20th of March (1759) 
•« and reproached Meer Jafiier, very fevcrply; 
M for his weak» unfteady condud, parliBii'^ 
^^ larly for the manner in which he deftro^F^ 
*** Tiis two general officersi which had quite 
^^ alienated the' afie£lions of his' army mtk 
^^ him; and for his late bel^aviour to tbe 
•* Englifti/' ; : . ' 

if ** The appearance of our army obliged 

•*• the Shahzadato raife the liege (of Patna)*; 

*' — - and thus was Meer Jaffier once tnorfe 

.^* indebted to us for his life and govern'- 

*' nient, both which muft have inevitably 

^* fallen, but for thisvigorous effort." . . • 

I fliall conclude this Character writh .the 
only article that Mr. Scrafton, through^ 
put his whole book>. mentions in favour of 

Meer 

♦ Scmftoft^sSk^ch, p.ii9» f Ibid, p, 120. 
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Meer Jafficr. «« * I muft here do Mtct Jaf- 
** fier the juftkre .to faj, that however jealous 
•' of the EngKfli power, he has ever fhewn 
** a fincere regard for the Colonel/* 

Here endeth tho Character of Meer Jaf- 
fier, by Mr. Scrifton ; and the drily doubt 
that can enfae d^bn it, is^ which of his vices 
and defciSts wc-fhall moft aditttrc ? His trea- 
fon, perjury, and cruelty to his prince ? His 
perfidy and ingratitude towards the Gbmpa* 
ny ? His indolence ill the management of 
affiiira? Or his capacity in the arts of ai^fli* 
natk)n, forgery, treachery, and diffimula-- 
tion ? * X 

The fingle palliative, which Mr. Scf afton' 
appUesy is contradidted by himfelf, in a thou<-' 
fend indftances, which he rccords^ of the fuf- 
picions and jeak>ufies he entertained againfl 
Coh CMve, and his conftant difregard to hid ' 
advice, till it was accompanied with force. * 

I have iaidy in page 2^i that the want of ' 
confidence, between Meer Jaffief and the ' 
Engliih, which I lamented upon my arrival; 
in Bengal, arofe from caufes different from, \ 
and prior to thofe, which the Director men- * 
tidns in his 'f Pamphlet. If there be any of 
my readers, who do not fajfficiently fee, in the 
cxtrad» I have given from Mr. Scrafton's * 
Sketch^ the conftant growth of that want of 
confidence, from the very moment of Meer 

I Jaf. 

♦ Scrafton's Sketch, p. 115. f Anonymous 

Pampblc^ pagi 14. - 
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Jfaffier-s Being raifed to the government, 1 
recommend to him to take the trouble to 
read the Sketch itfelf^ from page 80 to the 
end. 

" * In thofe Eaftern Courts, jealouiy" 
(as Mr. Mr. Scrafton obferves) ** is a weed 
'* that grows apace ;*' and indeed it was fb 
frequently cultivated, that it was impofUble 
it (hould not thrive. Prefently after Meer 
Jaffier*s appointment, Roydoulub, ** a fel- 
^* low corifpirator, of equal rank,** thought 
himfelf not fufficiently rewarded ; and Col. 
Clive, already judging it neceflary to flrengthea 
himfelf againftMeer Jaffier, " ^f- entered into 
•* ft rid: engagements, with Roydoulub, to 
protect him, as far as life and honour, pro* 
vided he attempted nothing againft Meer 
^* Jaffier's perfon, or government; and he 
promifed to ufe all the power and interefl 
his pofts gave him, to oblige Meer Jaffier 
'• to the faithful execution of the articles of 
the treaty. The clofe connexion which 
appeared between us, widened the breach 
'* between them, till mutual diftruft increa-- 
fed to that pitch, that each began to 
ftrengthen his party. Roydoulub endea- 
voured to gain the officers of the army to 
** him ; and Meer Jaffier difmifled from his 
*« court, all thofe who had fhewed too great 
" an attachment to a Minifter he had made 
^* too powerful.'* The confcquence of this 

pro- 

* Scrafton's Sketch, p. xOif. f Ibid. p. 105, 
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protedlion was, that Roydoulub diflipated and 
appropriated to himfelf, a vaft fum of the 
^publick treafure, and then was efcorted to a 
lafe retreat in Calcutta. We do not find 
that he had any fuccefs, in obliging Meef 
Jaffier to the faithful execution of the arti- 
cles of the treaty ; for notwithftanding Roy- 
doulub's affiftance, ^d farther, that Mr« 
Scrafton was * left, at i^ipSubah's court, to 
receive the money due to the Company ; yet 
we find, that th^ payments were very back- 
ward. It was agreed, for the reafons men- 
tioned in page 97, of Mr. Scrafton's Sketch, 
that it would bei more confifteht with the 
general intereft, to accept of one half of 
the flipiilated money, by the laft day of Oc- 
tober,- arid the remainder to te paid ofF 
within the compafs of three years. This 
Agreement was made, upon the Nabob's ap- 
pointment, in June j yet we are informed, 
by the fame book, in page 1 07, thar in No- 
vember, the firft half was not yet paid, al- 
though the time was elapfed for the firft 
payment of the fecohd half; whereupon Col. 
Clive obliged the Nabob to mortgage the 
revenues of three diftrifts, for the fccurity of 
the publick money, no longer depending up- 
on the diligence of Mr. Scrafton, and tnc 
afliftance of Roydoulub. Here is no appear- 
ance of the evident partiality, which Roy- 
doulub was faid, in the -f- Pamphlet, to have 

I 2 ma- 

^ Anonyqodus Pamphlet, page 3. f Ibid. 
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manifefted'to the Comp?uiy o'n this ixnpor--: 
tant circuflaftance. 

Ramnwain was anotjuer man, whp^ we 
are told^ merifed our protection '^gainjH: . Ihs 
mailer : we have fepn, that this tmn^ being, 
^ cojiviiftedf upon evident proof of. co^fpi-* 
ring with a foreign prince^ Col. Clivp ad^ 
vifed Mi2er JaflieiJ to difplace hip fiTAoa hi$ 
government of Patna, which was apfwrovcd, 
accepted, and the prdei; fent^ but the exccui* 
tion delayed by Mepr JajSier, from pnj^npwa 
motiye§. $ome months after, Col. ClivCj^ 
and Meer. Jaffier, marching towards Patna •^^ 
Ramnafain took the field, with a very con^ 
fideribte ^rmy, ^nd would not fubmit to 
Mcer Jaifier, till h^^ was aflured Qf Col.^ 
CUve's .protection, : Meer Jaffier was very? 
a^verfe tp this> but Ending Roydouli^b had 
won b^er the greateft part of his offif:ers, who 
\vere more Kkely to ^fpoufe Rananarain'ft 
caufe, thftn his own, he at laft confented, and 
the Colonel gladly embraced this office o£ 
roediatdri ifrom the motive, that it would be 
a conftant check on M^er Jaffier, to have the 
Nabob of Patna devoted to us. But Ram- 
haraiB, r^gardlefs of this mediation, and pro- 
mife of fidelity, no fooner heard c^the Shah-* 
«ada-s approach, with an army to invade the 
province, than h^ .embraced the opportunity 
of going back into rebellion :j:, entered into 
a treaty with the $hahzada> went out of tki» 

5 * city. 



* Scqifton's Sketcjhi p. 103. 
J IbiS. p, 118, 1x9, & 120. 



t Ibid.p, 109. 



ekff paid hia fubmiilian to th0 $hah2:ada» 
a34 lA^de . hiai a .prefent of a /confiderable 
fum x)f naiptneyr . Jfrtimidafied, by the newe of 
the cBarch €^ tb^ Engjiifh aipny, he again 
brok£ bis tre^^y widi the Shah^dat and Hmt 
this gf^s of the City againil hscn ; but .this 
ccm44 aot repair the injiijry which he hadl 
done his mafter, by fupplying the Shjah^i^a 
with a coiafid^rabJe fum of woney, to enable 
hiai to carry on thf war. To the Nabob he 
reo5utte4 oo WOPey . ©ut of all the produce of 
the rents of the Patna province; but on the 
contrary, dewa»4ed continual fupplies from 
Moprfhedabad, to pay the troops, under his 
command J xyitb which, a^ we have ^ieen^ 
hp was always more ready to rebel againft 
hi$ mafkr, than to oppofe his enenfiies. * To 
fuppf)r( this nxan in his government^ Meer 
JQ^er wa$ kept four months at Patna at an 
ixxHnenfe expencc;. 

Another mun^ named *f^Omarbegr has boen 
)B^ntM>he4> as one partic^lariy attached to 
Mf cr Ja^er, m^ fent^ with. Mr, Scr^toii, 
tf) fio^d^d Meisr J«0ier to the Englifh ^my» 
tbf d^ f^ter the bitttic of Pla0ey . This wAn 
Wias^pQint«dFougcdar of HiOogly, and findr 
ingJBdiope ad vantage in the projtcdcion of the 
£!^jl^ than in preferying his fidelity to his 
inf^r^ and rendering a juil accoimt of hifi 
A^miniftf^tionf.'hediifipatedt or appropriated 
ia hk.own uff» it krge fum of the publick 
Phoney, and dien took his paflage in an 

. . Englifh 

? ScrafiittiV Sketch,' p. ii3* + HhcI. p. 94, 
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Englifh (hip to Bufibrah. The realbn the 
Diredtor gives for this defertion in his late 
Pamphlet*, is, ••becaufchehadno confidence 
** in any one but Lord Clive**, and therefore 
:when Lord Clive came to England, he went 
to Perfia, although we are told at firft, he 
was a man ' particularly attached to Meer 
Jafficr. 

The truth is, that none of the Nabob's 
officers have ever fought the E;tigli{h protec- 
tion, with any other view, but that of de- 
frauding their maften They arc always 
bad fubjefts who apply for foreign protection; 
as foon as they are aflured of it, they keep 
jio longer within any bounds of refpe^ ; and 
their own ruin, or their mailers, becomes the 
immediate confequence. The Court of Di- 
redors, from their own reflexions, upon 
the inftances that had occurred m Bengal, 
gave very ftrong and very fenfible injunc- 
tions, againft this pradicc, by the (hips 
difpatched from England, about the end of 
the year 1760. I am particular as to the 
time, becaufe I would have it appear, that 
thefe animadverfions were made upon the 
condudt of the fervants, in the time of 
Meer Jaffier; and were the pure refult of 
the Direftw's own fentiments, and not in 
confequence of any opinion of mine, for I 
was then but juft arrived in Bengal. In 
conformity to thefe fentiments, the Governor 
and Council gave a cautioft to Mr, Ellis, in 

their 

f Anonymous Pamphlet, page iS« 
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their inftru€lions, for his condud in Sep- 
temper 1761 ; and as this caution fets forth^ 
very particularly, the bad effefts of the 
pradtice we are fpeaking of, I fhall bcjg 
leave to infert it. 

* " Our Honourable Maftets, fenfible of 
the impropriety of protecting a fervant, 
againfl his mailer, and of the bad confe- 
*• quences that may refult therefrom, have 
** cautioned us very particularly on that fub- 
" jeft, in their la^ general letter. We 
" think fuch their caution, very judicious ; 
** and that nothing but jealoufy and ill-will 
•' between the Nabob, and the Company, 
" can be the confequence of our interfering, 
** in the fupport of any Zemindar, or other 
*^ perfon, holding office, grant, or autho- 
** rity, under the government. It is ex- 
•' prefsly contrary to our engagements, with 
'^ the Nabob, and befides mufl end in the 
ruin of the perfon fo protefted, who pre- 
fuming on our interpofition, throws off 
** his reQ)edt to his mailer, and confequent- 
ly (huts up all the ways of accommoda- 
tion. .Every one that has been admitted 
under fuch protection, from the begiii- 
*' ning of Jaffier AUee Cawn's government, 
** niay be quoted, ^s an inflance of the truth 
^* of this obfervation ; we enjoin you, there- 
fore, not to interfere, dire<Sklyor indiredly, 
in any affairs of the country government, 
or with the people belonging to it.'' 

Mr. 
^ Vaoilttart's Narrative, Vol. I. page 292. 
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.Mr. Amyatt^ ColoacI Coote, and Major 
Carnac *, though, they obje(3:e(i to aiK>thQr 
part of Mr* Ellis's inftrudtioas, yet did not 
cojLteil the truth of the observations m. the 
article here recited. That fuch c^uies muft 
prodiKe fuch efFefts- is plaia^ even to de- 
monilration^ and I w^ill pre^nne to; give it 
as my opinion, that the diAreiTiSSy which ac^ 
companied Meer Jaffier ,thPo' his g^^ern* 
ment, proceeded in a great meafure^^ from 
the protedtion given to his fervants atgairift 
him. Not only the fums, wh|ch were e^tn-* 
bezzkdy by the three particular perfoBS> I 
have mentioned^ were loft to Meer Jaffier^ 
but every other Zemindar and Colle(3iOP^ . 
who had the charge of the publick money y 
feeing the little authority of their tniafteF/ 
and the independence in which fome of hi^ 
officers were fupport^d, made more courty 
and paid more money to thoie ofHcei;:^^ tha» 
ta the Nabob, who fell naturally iato u^ten 
contempt, both of the people of the coun-^ 
try, and the Englifli Company's- fervaats p 
and others. Meer Jaffier^ rfius fubjefltedtd* , 
continual infults, from thofe who depended^ 
on the Company's protedion, vvas not at all- 
difpofed to increafe the grandeuri or ppwef \ 
of the Company ; nor could hi€ goverftoafceiit/ - 
fo. fettered, endure many 3rears r I iky with* 
fubmiflion, that I do Hot thkik C<^nel^ 
Clive could have fuppofted hi«i twcbra* 
months longer, if .he had jfta3rcd. Whaft 

' depended 

* Vanfittart's Narrative, Vol* L page 295. 
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ile{>enckid wAf on milkaiy affiilafice, t6 bd 

{ivtn to Meeit^ Jaffier, I do not doubt wolikl 
ave hetiti tSelktA, as long ^ the Company's 
freafmry could f&rnHh mobey to pay our 
troops $ and it was Colonel dive's good for*^ 
tune^ to leave India, before that was totaU 
W e:3diattfted» and while dtefe was yet fome 
iupply conung in, for the balance of thd 
fUpalated reftitution. When that debt waa 
diurharged, and we had no further dem^d 
upon me Nabob, nor other refource of 
our own^ it muft of necefllty have beeii 
fought in Ac country. Colonel Clive^ dur- 
ing his govemntent, had nothing .to a^ of 
Wfeer Jiffier^ for the Company, but v^rhat 
by the treaty he had a right to diemand ; 
and yet he found all poffible opposition, and 
every mddiod taken to .evade tne execution ; 
an intention even morer than once repeated 
to awe die Ehgliih, to relinquifh the treaty* 
mohtt. Can we then pombly fuppofe he 
Wotda havt granted die Company am^ thing 
by Wa?r of ravour ? No. If Colonel <Clive 
kad afted him for additional diArifts of 
600,000 1. per annum, to bear the Coitipa^ 
ny^senences, it is natural' to *4>efieV^, he 
Would Ibtve aniwered^ that h6 hiajfej^ was 
eqiialfy/ diftrefled J that by the prOteAiofi 
dWnfto:Ram(iarain, Rjoyddulub, aiid Omar«» 
beg, he had been fpoiled of vaft fums ; thdt 
be had paid, with difiicidty, the noioney due 
by the treaty J diat He was infuked dftSiy by 

.1^ .. ' hU 
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his own pedj)lc-; and that he did not wJUh 
to hold' hie government libonifuch ternis, 

I^vill vehture to iayi ;!tniait in the treaty of 
^T'Sf^ tflfe Ck)mpany's inteireft was very Ut- 
' tte ^ndef ftbod, or very liiuch neglpedted ; aijd 
the iConduft bbferved towards Meer' Jifficr 
iftetWards, tended to bring him to ,^eedy 
Tuin: \A. larger' revenue fliouid h^ve been 
ieCUFed fof the Coriipariy, independent of 
the Reftitution, which,, as I have already 
'obfec ved, was no profit, nor a relTource^ that 
could continue. If this had been done, the 
Company wbuld have been enabled to qiaia-^ 
tain a refpedtable force, and the Nabob 
might have been fufFered to enter (with real 
and regular, not mock and interrupted 
power) into * the " full and independent 
f^ exercife of his authority,** whicn, ho\y- 
ever unfit he might be, would have been^ 
more for the good of the country, than thofe 
<fudden flafhes of defpotifm, mixed with rag^ 
and reientment,' which he could only fend 
iforth, when the 'EnglHh were at a diftance. 
If he had had his regular authority^ he 
would peit^ps hkve ufed it with more mo- 
•deration, and- he 'ivould ncit ha^^ been pro* 
.voked,^' by thofe coiilfeifacies, and other afts 
of tfebellion, *tO'\vhich his officers were en- 
.touriged, bv thi^&ope or the Englifh pro- 
"teftioh i although I am as well perfu^ed^ as 
;the Direftor himfelf, that Colonel^Clive ne- 
• ¥cr meant to countenance them, fie would 

ttot 

* Anonymous Pamphlet, pago 3* 
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Act havdlsi^nliefrauded of His revenues; and 
the Q>mpanVy oil their part, would hav6 
duly redeitbd the produce of the diftrids^ 
which might ha't^ been aiiigned to them; 
Meet : Jdmer, ^ £> tradted^ would not have 
been urged, by jeajoufy* to wifh fo much 
for the Ctom'pifty's deftruftion ; but finally^ 
if Rafter luch uflmoteftcd eftjoyi|ient of the 
lighiB of hit dw^n^^ government, he had dared 
to infringe the privUeges of the Company,' 
C5r invaded' thiji^ poffeflions, Qolonel Clive 
m^ht h^vcf ^Ited him down again, as he 
fet him up. Hand punifhed l|is ingratitiudt^. 

My fhidy was always to acquire real be- 
nefits to the Comp^nyi rather than mock 
hdnoiiri'l I call that' mock honour, which 
fom^ fervantis'of the Company have pre- 
tended to derive from" protections given to 
officers of the Nabob,, againft their mafter ; 
and in the fame light I muft cpnfidcr that 
honour of the Patna • faftory, > jyhicU 
was concerned in op'pofirig the ; Nal>pb's 
{hutting up one of the gateft ^tf tl^e cit^Afld 
clofing a breach bct^yeen the wall, anfj: tfeij 
river *• I nevet could define this .faj^^oUf^jiand 
I crave the Direiftor's aiSftii|^ce|.:t0ir)gt-thff 
cafes as they are ftated by lMiiif?l(v5f ;^|Co- 
♦« lonel CHMfe'tntered igta ft'rift eingagenoents 
** with Rbydoulub, tq .gr^jtedt him, - as far 
** as life: and. honour, 'provided, he attempt- 
•* ed nothing, againft >MeerJaffier'^perfon<>r 
f * government." Soon after *? J Roydoulub 

K 2 ' €€ endea- 

* Vanfittart's Nap* Vol. TI. p. 270.* ' *t Scraft6n*f 
Sketch, page 105. % Ibid. 
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V endeavoured 'IP gain the 'oBms ^f <li# 
f* afmy to him/' Royd9ulub s^^wtHy di4 
<< * wl^ ovjisr the greateft part of thf offiby 
-^icc^> who were fnpie likely ^P eftiOttft 
f^ Biaq^narain's €ai)fei than Me^. Jafl^fiJT 
.Ag!49> "" Ramaiir^ and Royd(ft^«b» foMl 
f* found ^ev were tending t^ the fiupM 
f< icbatre> waich. was the de^uAioa ic^ 4 
f' mjiftcjr, they ^o^ght they couM #BHr 
i'» truft." 

' Q/ the protefti^ given td R«mn«tatn^ 
^r. Scrafton does not ajcquaint q& with iSm 
particular terms, only that ^ Colonel Clivt 
thought it neceflary to have ihtf N«hdli of 
P^tna devoted to US| to be a conftai^t check 
'*mj Mcep Jaffief ; but we find in a XJjvttm 
of inftrudtions from Colonel CUve, and iIm 
f eft of the Cpnunittee, ^o Colonel CaiUaudJn 
ftk order to pr oted: Ramnaraini ift etfa of 
the Nabob's making any attempt figfuiift bia 
perfon or honour. Ramnarairi conipircd 
with Roydoulub, for the deilrudion of their 
|x^^r } he engaged afterwards iii treaty wilh 
an open enemy, the Shahziad^; and fuppUed 
|iim with ^- considerable fum of money, but 
to his niafter the Nabob, he would pay no 
rents. I put the q^oftions now to the Di^ 
reftor, whether; tbefib perlR)n8> guilty of 
fuch abominable crimes, were entitled to the 
Company's prote^ion ? And how hr hbid 
4^1ive's engagements to thefe mtfn obliged 

. * Serafton's Sketch, page ixi« f T-hiit p«g^ io^% 
L ^ V^nlittart's Nairi^tiyp, Vol. h ps^^ iter 
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b«m to firdtsa Uieir faonow; wbeti thof 

II^ithiHR; ind I fi^^portf d * Rjnuwtf aw 
PttQ9# imtU it beetmendifpnte^ whether Jm9 
ihoqdsi be tccouotahte to the Nabob jfor tli^ 
revemes of iihfi pravioce^ omoti And niirr 

{n»thik Axy tt Fztaz, at aa immcnfe .ex-f 
pf oce» aa Metr Jaffier bad beea faefore> hf 
tb^ arts of the &mc> mm. 
' Tbefateof Jtiggudbf^andbiscoufini tba 
Pire^or might kmait aa I dojr dse.moro^ 
iMBioanfo heiog bankers^ or remitters^ and 
^tMli^S AO office Aioder the government, thejr 
wen jKHf aa I h^ikve, concerned in any in^ 
trigue9» plot9» or conrpiracies/ But it is 
ibameful of tibe Diredtor^ to fay, *f- ^^ they 
f ^ were abandoned/' knowing the contrary 
by i^e advicas^in the India.Hmife; which do 
pkiaty pcoroi that we (tihe^Goremor and 
Cott&cil) did wliat we caold to ferve them 
ia their unhappy ciccumftancei. , Moorflu>* 
daba4 th« capiul> wai the ufiial place of ne-*- 
fidenoc of tbde gentlemen i , but on aocount 
pf dM wan, wbidi bad. difturbed Dehly^ 
Agnit and almoit ercnr confiderable place in 
Indofton^ . wheoa thdfe bankers had fhops i 
they had drawn dieir bufineft into a& narrow 
•;Oompaia aa pofliUe^ and upon ibme occa« 

fion^ 

' * iTanfitburf s Kanatf v<\ Vol. I. psige ^76 to stSi. 
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fi6n{ had declined tranfa<£Hng a finaU remit^ 
tpnc^i'tp-Dehly fbrTVIeerCoflim, who had 
taken it ill, t^ appears by his letter*. Thcyj 
h'Cwevfer; lived quietly in their houfe, until 
iabout the miHdle'bf April, 1763, juit at the 
titoe-that^Mr.'Amyatt was going with thd 
demlinds of the Council to Meer Cbffim.' 
Mf. Amyattiwas at Moor(hedabad» on hid 
way> when an order arrived from Meer Cof* 
£im> for the Seets to attend him at Mong« 
heer. ; they were allowed one or tyro days to 
prepare tor their journey, and thett fet out 
with a guard ; or; as Mr. Amyatt'very juftly 
wrote, they were feized and carried to Mong- 
heer. . Upon the firft receipt of this news, 
i -Wrote to Meer Coflim, and urened ' 'iVjSy 
argument, that might be moft:lifcely tbjpra^' 
vail for their releafe; which^f letter ii rei^tiS; 
with his anfwer, in the Narrativip.^ It was 
afterwards made an article J in the tktnands 
Mr. Amyatt delivered to Meer Coflim, who 
fpeaks to it in his § reply to thttfe articles x 
anEd Mr. Amyatt, in a fubfequent letter t| ftooi 
Mbngheer, fays*, they were jriot ill treated; 
But when the war broke oUt, and Meer Cof- 
lim faw himfeif inevitably ruined, he fell 
into a<9:s of revenge and dcfparation 5 whicfa^ 
as I have faid in another place, cannot be 
juftified, but may be accounted for **• 

Upon fo fudden an order, to repair to 
Mongheer> it was impoffible for the Sects to 

aflc 

^ Vanfittart's Narrative, Vol. HI. p. 206. f Ihid. 
t Ibid, page 228. § Ibid, page 234. g It|id. 
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vik the Engliih pT^tc^i^y or us to grant it. . 
^ith any efftA-i beforQ aa .answer c6uld. 
have been received from Calcutta,, they .wer^: 
halfway to Mongheer; and before ^. force. 
CQuldhaye marched to their houfe, to refcuQ;: 
them/ they were ^aduaUy in JVIe^r Cpiliin's 
prefence. Whenever aAy fubje&,of India i^ 
to be prote&ed by the Engliih^ againfi hia 
fovereign, he niuft be put out.pf his mailer's 
power; for^ as-Mr. Scrafton teUs us, in the 
cafe of Roydoulubj ^' the connection between 
^' us, wiaens the breach between them;" 
he muft either cbe placed in a diftant govern- 
ment, and made ftronger than his fovereign, 
as Rapinarain was; or he.niuil take up his 
residence in the EngliOi iettlements, as Roy* 
doulab.did; or he muft fly the. country in aa 
EngUih fhlp^ as Omarbeg did. Of theie 
three expedients, the only one^ that the Scets 
could have accepted, was, the fecond ; and 
this, they did not chufe, becaufe, I fuppofe, 
the quittjlng their ufual place of refidence 
inight have hurt the credit of their houfe, ia 
different parts of Indoftan.. I iay, they did 
;iot chufe it, (or at leaft wiould not take fuch 
a courfe, till tne lail nece^ty, when perhaps 
they wiAied it tpq. late)^ becaufe,^ fome days 
before their fummonf to iy[oi\gheer, I wrote 
to.thenx, by the deiire pf gn^ o|^eirVackeels^ 
or. agents, that-if aajj^v^aJ^rfpsihoid happen 
at the city, fo as to make them . appreheniive 
of infult. or:4^nger fronx any quarter, they 
might come to Calcutta, add be ^ured of i 

fafe 



t Mt retreftt; and with this» inclofed a let-^ 
terto Mr. Chambers, then Chief of Gojffi^*^; 
buzar^ direding hidi to let them have^ upott; 

giplication^ a few of the Seepoys of thef 
CTory, to (cc them fafe to Calcutta. 

But it was out of their power tx> rtiaLkt nfe 
ia/E this refuge^ after the order arrired frcMh 
Mongheer. 

Haying thus endeavoured to fet forth^ a» 
fully as poiHble, my reafons for diflenting 
frcfiA that maxim ot government^ (Wycn 
teacl^es xthe pradice of proteddng a femmt 
agaihft his mailer) I (hall p r o c ee d ^ in mf 
endeavours to fhew* that* in the other pffXti^ 
of my conduft, which the Direidlor Has jtt^ 
tacked, i preferred always the ftridef^-at-* 
tention to die Company's ihterefts.a^ J 
&dl point out the farther good efitdi»t)f die 
treaty with Meer Colfim. 

It will be allowed, that an additiott of 
600,000 K f^ owtufn, to the rertnufir, Wtiji 
a very fmau addition to our chargesi Wftsr.iii 
aid of fomc confequence ; accordingly, att^ 
nual fuppHes of money were fentto Ghitia; 
one fcjuon only (ribe beginning of 1764) ex*- 
cepted, when the war with Shuja Dowla 
prevented it, but it was made up at the en^ 
of the year j Madras was afiifted as IbJEig as 
they required it ; Bombay drew every ycair 
for five lacks, or more ; the fliips were 
with full cargoes ; while the mils or drafts 
upon the Court of Diredors were leflendl. 
It will be argued, that all diefe aids were 

given. 



Sll^fU in ^tXDfumu^ beiore the yt(v 1760s 
nt let <$ |>e temw^f^s that what ftood 
thoQ w the plac« «rffev«»iip, was a cowfe rf 
fMi^rmssttt towaridis tk^ ^charge <)f tbe re^ 
iUtttfion mo4«y ; wt»i^. fum beiag comt 
pkntfidt tiicr« QKfHed « itotal and dreadfi^ 
ftopp^ge* Thi.dUSforence is like that^ wbidi 
fcvety mercliant will concei'ft, between liviof 
upon, jjoe priAcipaU fu)d living upon the in* 
ter^ and profits : the reftitution was £^ 
much recorered <^ tti^ Company's capitaJU 
or . principal itocki which had been loft ; thf 
lievenue^ acqiiired in 1769^ was an annual 
p«)fit. 

Afterwards, when a neceflity arofis for t 
<:on£iderible augmentation of the army, it 
ynll be feen that a fartb^i' gfant or fub£idy 
was obtained from the Nabobs ftill to bear 
ihe Company hannle&, and le^ve them an 
i;>verplu8, for the demands of their trade. 

Tnat heCiCffity arofe> partly from the war 
with Meer Coffim, but chiefly ftpm the mor« 
dangerous war that immediately eafued with 
Shuja Dowla, 

The war with MeerCoffim wasoccafioned 
by a diain of event; and cauies, of which (0 
full .a detail is given in the Narrative, tha( 
it wonld be quite fuperflaous to repeat theni 
hl^re. I ihall confine myfelf to the fingle 
circimxftance, the pradice of which, the Di^ 
rector fays, and the abuie of whichi I fay^ 
was * ^' i)n€ of the re^ caufes of the war i 

L I mean. 



:*• I mcaiij the trade carried on by the fer- 
V Vanl8;6f the Cdrajpapy, in fait, beetlenut, 
:** tdbaccd, arid (Hher sbrticles of inland con- 

^^* fiimptiop:*' Tl^e DJriedtbf prcraifcs, iin- 
taiediatcly after thde w6rds, to treat of bach 

^diffiihajy y but I do iipt find he goes any far- 
ther, than to acquaint us, that Mn Varclft 
4ici carry on a trade iri fait/ and that Lord 
IClive did npt carry on a trade, in fait; in 

,;both^ which aflertioris I agree, fOr I have al- 
ways underftdpd that Lord Clive engaged in 
lio trade, during his firft government 

Biif i ido ppfitii^ety deny the condufipn» 
lo which he immediately proceeds, ♦ *f'that 
^*" it was from this tim& Rafter Xofi Clive's 
** departure) the inland trade Wa$ generally 
»' givin into?' The Direftor faw, that- if, 
according to his promife, he had treated of 
caqh article, iklt, beetlenut, an4 tobacco^ 

'diftmJS^fcly/ he muft have encountered innu- 
,inefablc iriftaftces, contradidtirig the falla- 

, cious,ppiniori^^^ which he meant to impofe 
upon Kiis rpaders; and therefore he forgets 

, 1ms pripmife, and jumps to his conclufion. . 

I ihaU venture to inaintain, that this trade 

was generally given into, during Lord Clive's 

, gbvernnieht ; that is to iay, that a great 

. number of the Company*s fervants carried it 
on, either with his exprefs permiflibn, or 

^ with his knowledge. He would not fuffer 
it to be carried on, under the Company's 
duftuck, cuftom free 5 but under the Nabob's 

Per- 
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Perwannah, or pafs, he allbwed tlfi^ pr^dipe 
conftantlyt .He htinlelf Drocured that pais 
for feVcrai ; and maijy others earned, on the 
trade. With, liis kno^ledgCj slti^ of conrfc, 
we muft, p^fiime, withnis approbation, - 
fince ^e did not prevent or forBid it. Thift ' 
Dirf^or^s altegation, " Wit L'prd Clive ne- 
** ver gaye ajpai*s, (unlefs deceived into it)' 
"• buf for the regular articles of export and 
" import*," is amereevafion. I grant, that 
he never gayfc ,a dyilluck, by which the traSt 
in fait, bfiedenutf aiid tobacco, fliould pkft, 
free.of cuftoms'j buthe jgave his permimph 
for many to. engage in it with the Nabob's' 
pafs; ancj many others traded in the fame" 
articles; with his knowledge, if not with his 
permifljoa. _ ■/ . ' ' , . ,, ' ' ..' 

The Direilor informs iisj thlt w^hcri h'ft, 
as Refident at the Kabot's Coiirt, made a 
report to Lord Clive, and the prihciplal agent* 
of the Company, of the tra4e" which Mr. ' 
Varelft carried on in ialiV'thcy' ^ye it as 
their opinion •{•, •* tliat the Eflglifli h^ ac- 
.*' quired no ,onc: addi^onsd grivile]^ in 
'• tradcj fiy.pur trca^ with Mccr'taffier."' 
I never have feen any authchticfc opiriipn'of 
the Governor and Council of that time ; Hit 
^t appej-rsivery plainly, that the members of 
the Cpuricil, at the time of my arrival, wcr« 
of opinion, that all .the leryants had ah un- 
doubted right to tf?4G in ^t, beetlenut, and 
L 2 tobacco* 

• Anonymous Piiftiphlct, ' p.-^. ' '' ' t I1>M« 
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tobacco^ cvoil without any leave of the Na-- 
bob, and without paying any dutic^s. They 
wfire very indiiFcrent/ whether the Engli& 
had, or nad fiot, acquired additiofial privi-"* 
leges, by the treaty with Mcer Jalfier, for 
they underftoQd tKe originaT privil^es of the. 
firmaun tq be io ^ioft^^ t;hat they could ad^ 
mit qf no addition ; all di^indtion^ betv/een 
iidaodtrade, and^£6felgn trdde, tkey looked 
upoa as upjti'ft ^^^aints, nteFcifed. by tlip 
arbitrary power. b£r the. . Na^pBsu . when we- 
were, unable to djii^utet with ibsmi but no 
Iqngct, binding upon Jtij^, when we Kad no- 
thing to fear front their refentment^ The . 
Director will pleajfe to cead the minutes of a 
v^ full debate. ^pon this fiibje^*, at n 
douncil of twelve Gentlemen, alj. (fxcept. 
Major Adams) o\d ,feryants of the Comjpany.^ 
In th,e/conclufio|i,tenr were of opinion^ that 
thre JFirmaun grained a right tQ trade*, in. 
aU articles, cuftom £ree j two p^^ly (l!Wt, 
y Haftings and I) thought the 5n^aun grants 
cd no xight to the inland trade. ^ Mr. Amyatt 
and I^or C&rnac, wj&o were inuch itt Lor^ 
CUve's confidence^ were in the numher o£ 
ihofe whp held the privileges of the iervanta 
in this extenfive light,, and were, if poffibto^ 
more ftrenuous than the reft of the Gentle^ 
men, in iniifting that the di^tuck ihould noC 
be clogged with any diftin(f(ions\ 

ft 

* X^anfittart's Narrative, Vol. II. p. 316 to 395. 
flbifl. p. 263 10271. 



It is undoubtedly. truCf that a graat riiMtf-r 

ber of the Compaay's iervaat^; t^?fi^d ia fall k 

beetlenut, and tomcco, during Lord CHve'ai 

goyernment^ The Dire^or fiottld^ if. k» 

ploafed^ natne many inftances^ befide^ tbMT 

one, whtck be has thought fit to raenden qi 

Mr, Varclft, In his lett« of July, ly^^^^a 

from the Nabob^s Goiurt ta, the Chief and' 

Coiincil at Dacca^ h« mcntioafr aA Engliflil 

Oomaftah at ChUmarrec^ who oo&ld be 

there for no other purpofe, than the &!& cf 

ialt i and who, I fuppofei was the faoae Mr# 

Cheyaliejf, mentioned ibme months^ afteff* 

wards, in the letters of ^f^ Mr^ Haftitiigs^ who 

iucce^ded Mr. Scrafton, at the NaboJbt'A 

court. Theire it appears, that the Dao^ 

Centlemea had' began to trade^largely in faK^ 

jjeetlenut, and 03bacco» and^thatthey ttht^ * 

^d to pay the duties ; but $he Gentlesneii 

mauitained, that; they had paid the divties. 

i/LT. Amyattdcckred frequently at the boards 

a& a proof of-^e right of the fervants to 

^e inland trade^ jdiat he had deaU largely in 

beetienat,, when he was* chief df LuGkipjMW» 

and afterwards as largely in £dt,. when^ he 

was^ chief at Patna; as did all the other 

Gentlemen of the factory. 

. * Ail thefe were fadts well known to Lof4 

dive. . Taiay that he granted this right of 

trade te fi>me, and refufed:it to others, 

would be accttiQng him ef a partiality, for 

which 

■ 

• Vanfittitft's Narrative, VoL I. p. 25. f Ibia. 
Ipr 26^27,28. 
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whicSi r can fee im> reafori.- i (hould ratlicr 
kla»gme, that- he ffid riot tfeftraih iahy. Who, 
luhd aii dppof tunity of deatJrijj in thofe aft!- 
cles, only taking carfr,^ that they paid xHp 
Nabob's duties; ' He 'permitted the trade, 
but i*i<iioiut'd'uftuck8/ tt6t ^cpnfidering it ^ 
a ifiraiaun privilege." ■ • - 

My opinion of the inland frade, frofti thfc 
beginnings * w48f this ; that- the fifmaun gave 
tts^ no fort of right t6 it | and 1 agrte wiA 
the DiteSoii, thatit is abfui^ to fup|>ofeli 
iVer Cottld -be intended: In fdreigri'trsUiq, 



thfe firmauii; grants us an eiernptxdn Irbtn 
duties; in inland- trkde It leaves uV upoh'^a' 
febting ^ with the - natives of the courttl^. 
Paying foch duties- as vtcit cftabliflied ' %' 
the Nabobs - arid taking his duftuek of j^s,, 
the Englifli liiight trade in it, *fequaIly/Witfi 
his own fubftdls; ' " '- ■ ■• 

■ Such orde** froto the C6mpany, upon this 
{Ubjea> as ilrore in being, at the i!niie of itiy 
arrival, did ^6t cdhttidia! this opinion, hbt 
glVe^ ^ifle iht' - lejrft- authority to tiakSe aWay 
ffow the fubjaSs a heiitM, whibh they h*ad 
enjoyed in the timb oFboth niy j^tedeccffdrs,' 
Lord Glive iihd' Mr^Holtineti/Ilook^^^^^ 
on it, as a mattef, already determiiitd, TJy 
long prefci^|)ti6n, that wmtever inhabitant 
of Calcutta, Cottit^y's fervahtTyb^ 
iiad paid the " Nabob V-tlatfei'' *at 'Hbogff , 
upon his producing the receipt and the pafs, 
.from the prpperpffiqc tfc^re^^iiadra right to 
go on with his trade. •-: l :: r i 
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Large pufchafes of fylt .were ma^e la 
the Cqinpany's.landst i as well an tbu^dif^ 
tridts of . ^alcutta^ as ia tboie of ; BurtJsigni 
an4;Midnapore; upon this al^ the Nar 
l>ob'$ duties w<Qre.paid at HoQgljf^ becau£^ 
it 3¥a8 jan inland trade^ whiorcan -. I thought 
lid claim no pvdknn^f 4^^r di^ 



ippl( 
Th 



^ood^and exp^ne4 my^lf upoB^jVsryjgj^ 
oh N many oocafiohs, . pafticjilsu-ly'. ,i^ piy 
* Letter from Mongheepii ^f ;ltheiil5th rrf 
Pcceqaber ij^z. ^ fh/^m^ ^.;^fOB^i($a* 
tion of thd iflt of ^FeWiwfyi 763^*4 fo^ 
Minute i^tb of FcWary;>i743i || further 
Minute I A of Ma^h 1765.' Jn^ jny § dif« 
fent from that article or ip« 

ftr^aions^ which fc^m^ to infift upv 

on Meer Coilim's admitting an uhjiinitqi 
right of trading cuftoD»-iiree | and -finally, iii 
iny **. diiTent'from.tiiat article in the Aib* 
fequent treaty with Meer Jaffier. 

But payinff 4ic Nabol^^^^^ andtrtd^ 

ing under his paiplport^' I did apt conceive 
this pradice to be any infringen^ 
Company's order^fU; The moft reipept in- 
ibuftions I could Jfindj w^re in a Letter of 
the year 1 748, the terras of which* as well 
as I remember,, were £u:vfroi(]> beixig<rpOclu- 
five any fartheri^ than that it wa^.j^r trade, 

■ • ■ . .not 

. ♦ yafifittart'tNafratitt,*Vol.II;page 150. t Ibid. 
>age 234- t Ibid. 275. I Ibid, ^c^u J: Ibi^. 
"TI. page 135, •• Ibid, page 342, 
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l)ot to.l^ carried on as ^ firmtoia privUqge^ 
cxfMpt'itcm to j^e countiy-geyerKW 

raetot/'-" -'[ '" . •'; .' '-^ ^' ■ "'^■"' '■ 

'I; feajche^ carefully for later, and-' more 
pafdciUar orcCers^ l^ut could find nonej iui4l 
|:howinik £hat the trade had been openlf' 
carded ^, by numbers, ever fiiice the 9fi 
poiatment of Meer JaQierj with xvfaich ^f 
Coinpany coX3li not be' onacquaintedf I^^rc^ 
gfffcied it as a right eftablifhed hfc^^sa^'^ 
an^ prelcription. )[ had no conception, that 
ipinxe ilioald be permitted to follow it, il^d 
others ^e reftrained, and therefore f pn)hifc 
bitisd iio Company's ferviant, hor^Other m* ' 
habitant frdr^ this trade; and' t traded M 
it^ equally &yfelf^ nor at this day cjin I ifii^ ^ 
?tiQy reafon, why the fcrvaats of Ac Cohai 
papy fhould be reftrained from dealing i|j- 
this trade, lipph a footing of cqualihr with* 
the people of the country. Had I tQou^t 
otherwifeji , aiid \C^^ihed to put a ftop to tfiir 
trade, it would have been utterly out of tnjT 
power. No example oor orders of itl$he' 
CQuld have prevailed^ where we (uve ifeea 
that the Qounc^>y'er$.u;l^il|loUs (biilj^ 
gentleman excepted) |n declaring a full right' 
to this trade^ ci^i^on^ fret,' as derived p) M 
from the firmaup^ . /. . ' w^- r 

I am aware, Aat'lt wiiibe iaid> th* llipiff 
ties we; paid .to;. the Niibpbj^'^S^cre )sy A^^ 
means equal to what was' paid, /by the pea-^ 

pie of the country; fijU ' iif/ uhdoflbtedly" 
true, but I knew not wfi'ai the people "of 



the obu&trjrpaid, till I we&t up M Moogr* 
heer, two years after my aftivai m BeQg4« 
The duly we paid at Hoo^ly 9fM,:Z 4- p^ 
cent, ooi the price fixed in the Nabob*s 
p^fs, which price being always coiifiderably 
above the resu^coft^ hrdnght it to ib«ut 4 1^ 
ficca rupees per too jaaunds of iklt^ as ra*^ 
ted incoiifaltatioa * iSt of Mai;ch:i7$ l.Tlu^ 
was die dii^ Jthat had beeo required oy ^e 
Nabob's oAc^s^ from the 6,v{k begiitning 
of this trade» in the year 1758 ; receiving 
this duity they gave the pafs, and no objec« 
tioa was nude as to the rate of di>fcy» till 
die year'i76a« Complaints were made at 
diflS:nnt times, that the gentlemen at foni^ 
0^ ' die faufikorics. would pay no duties, and 
that their agents or gomaftahs were guilty 
of oppreffions,' which leodeavoureidbasmuca 
as I could to redrefs 5 hut as to the: rate of 
duties, I, was not fen£J>le of any neceflity 
for an alteration, till the time befor«-men- 
.tidnJed. 

The complaints of the country merchants 
to.Mecx Coffim, of the advantage we had 
ovpr them, in this trade, were ftrongly urg- 
ed by Meer Coflim to me, upon i}iy arrivd 
At Mongheer, in December 1762 ; and as it 
was my wifh to eftabliih an univerfal equa- 
iity in a trade, which confiAed chiefly in 
thb neceilaries of life, I readily agreed in 
^e duty, which he propofed "f* of 9 per 

M cen/'. 

* Vanfiturt's Narrative^ Vol . II. psfe 399. t Ibid. 



c^i md'xrhidk-vrzs the fame thei:MtifloI«# 

' Eoijuiriiyg afttrwairds, in my way jdoifrli 

the riwr frotai the agents, which: L me tup*? 

tin th^ir paflage vi)», with federal, fleets .of 
' hc^w tyelonging tq( iht '■ country merdmnits^ 

iiband the duties demanded i'ratSL^thcmi'tLt 

reveral|i|acesyamduntiedto above' 25^ rupber 
pk? loo^xbsxmdts, Jvhichi, reckoning tke &it 
:tt Boi^fxsptas j^r lOO'^maundv wsmM be 26 
J(t^id;«n/«* upon the cod. RegarAing ikes as 

an in^fitiDn- and:!extortion.o£.tho£olfec-^ 
\kofSr w^4ff the Zemibdars. of .dse diftriAsi 

bonbi^gtipon the river, (finde the. Nabob 

himfelf Jb»at computed the duties. Dolyut 
^t^ c^t'J)^'* i reprefented the;CJBiieLto:3kucti^ 

and tfcconfKmended to him to £rec thoixttBr^* 
tChcuits.^iA -geiiet^v 'ffom^fiich ra lirarDel^r iaff 
: deiH&ndv ^by* receiving fron[i:thrm^.;as isom 
. MSyC^% vrea&inable rate: ; of i:aftomB,i in .:£Kib 
,|)»Ia<to only. .- : ; --^ iii-'. ■ - '. .':y:y.. r..*r. r 
Bat in thefe* my endeavourS) to eftabi:^ 
-* ge^al;iiquality,^ih "this trade^^d: vnns^f^ 
itefted by only one o£ die Council^Mr. Haf^ 
itings^« :the vt^:o£ tb9^gentk!meaiQ^pp«&d:it 
' .vidtetttly^ infifting; that iby the linMun isrc 
Jhad^a-tight.td de^ in this trade: nxftomr^frtes, 
.i:t(s:weU as^in the foseu^ trade i^and'-accord'* 
nfihgly Mr.-Aitoyattv upon his-dcputaftba to 
: Mcer Coffim, was pdfitively enjoined in-his 

inflrudioQS to claim.this right^.aQdithea tt^ 
?' tell the Nabob he fhouldbe allowed .2 -irfer 

■ ^- ■■ •• •■ ■ -.. CfHf. 

* Vanfittart*s Narrative, Yd. 11, pstgc I93« , » 



Cent, upon fait * as an indulgence j in exadt 
conformity to the pian propofed by Major 
Carnac, in' his minute o^^tbe; ifttif Mftrchr^. 

Thus founded, I fayitwasithciabuft of 

this ttade, the claiming it as a firmaun pn« 

vilege, dut3^-f^ce,' that^was f* one %6i the 

*« real ouifes of/thciwary for I iroift agree 

with the. I>iredx)r, that :*f || to infift upon 

^* carrying on the inland trade; i {Qtying^ '2.^ 

.^^ per cent: was the iame in tSk&. as infill* 

r*^ ing^upon the Subah's confent to the ruin 

.*• of himfelf and all his fubjflrds," : efpeci- 

ally: when it is coniidered that this was^to be 

on fklt odkjTy while the natives were to pay 

largely on all articles. 

:t have mentioned what orders of the 

Ckunpany, in relation to this trade, exifted 

in Bengal at the time of my arrival, none 

•more accent than 1748 ; and although it was 

well known to have come into frequent and 

-continual pradHce, from the year 1758, no 

other orders were received on the fubje£t, 

imtil- thofe which the Director mentions, 

dated the 8 th of February 1764, and re- 

ceived< in Bengal in Auguft or September 

foUowing. As I hav-e no copy by me, and 

. do ' not particularly recoiled the terms of 

tfao^c orders, I ihall fuppofe they were'fuch 

as the DireAor ftates them, and enjoined 

.pofitwely^ that a flop fhould be put to the 

Ma ' inland 

♦ Vanfitfart*s Narrative, Vol. III. p. 126. t IbW. 
Vol. II. page 374. X Anonymous Pamphlet, page 
36. .I. Anonymous Pamphlet, page 40. 
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inland trade, in falt.i- b,ut tliefc orders couliJ 

■ not. fcr.yc-fpr, our .go^crurotfot, be^aEe-,,.we 
were pqlTef&il of .thcm,-and. whpa^^hey.ajr- 

. vivtjd, 'iwo,. Of i"hrce -.very ilfong. circum- 
{Vances, cdnic under, the ■ conIid«ratipn 
<jf the Governor and- the CounciJ, 'aloag 
with thetn, as beijig circuiaftances.the Di- 
redors -werq unacquainted with, when; they 
Vyote_ the ojdcr. The?e \yere, the war with 
Meer CoiTmi,, his-dciea.t-aad expulfioii, and 
the appointment .of Mcer Jatiier, who in his 

Jreaty had cojifenttd expiefsly, that the Exi^ 
ifh might trade free of cufloms, ia ailar-. 
ticle;;, excepting fait, upon which 2 4 per. 
ceiff., WA5J,Q be paid.a,t.Hqogl5t^,^v.r ^-^ijurr-; 
" ABbuf ffie Tame tirfle that thc.ii^qmp^. 
ny'«.. before-mentio^ie^.^rder arr^l^. Mf^ 
Ja^er came to Calcutta, and having found 
.greai ibltes "and incojivvniencies .from tlua 
article of the treaty (from ^^'hich it wiU be 
remembered, that Mr, il.ulJngs and I dif- 
.iented) the Board bad upon his rcprefcnta- 
tlons agreed to tai;e the Jubjedl erf the inland 
tftide into frefli .coahdcration, and- waving 
th.e right, which By tins jrt.aty they had ac- 
".qvured.y-to eftabUili iuth limitations .and r©- 

■ ll:ri<£tions. 'in concert witli ; the Nabob, as 
^at'it.ijiould neither be oppieffive-to the 
^^atives, nor hurtfLd^'tQ tlie JC>J aboh'^ rcwnue. 
j!; .Such a plap vvas'.' ailtiiaU);, cwffiipleat^d, 
■J^'ihc tinie in. theihonth of :0(Stober, and 

.the"Dire4or iuiJ, no. duu^t read it upon the 

ji^.ce'of 'tlie cobrul'tatlonb^. All ^5_,idifta,nt 

., a ^ranches 



branches of 'this t^a^'weit cUt o^ to prt* 
Tent ««%pt«lliMtli '«Mc& 'Were' ceMi^ttisd 
by'the'ygi-ilits'aitd'feoiMkmht, in tllti£'|^l^!:e>l 
whe!re'^oi>lilI(orUji' of the C6inptmy''llra< 
prefeilt-tfiy'i^ftritM, tfiiik; AU'-Eurbireiyi 
weiffortJM^tb'gS -Vflte countrfj mi iH 
ftort,'*!* hjfelifiMdfft'rttte rnMe ss^pfoiSl*; 
ed'all'W\i«mffi>M ftrfj^^. ««««.'• -■ 



ehfoKe-'i 

ani*Sd'( , ,.^ 

ab6irtS>'S*ifH a'tttter from' ' Hie oiiftiif 
Direftlbf Si dMtaiii May, IK Whfch' we'Werii 
toitt ihktliW* CHtc, und the SeUift eqiA-- 
mittee, would have vo^as KJ ttettlitc the 

iriiiia.'tfaa*!; ■ ■■^' •'■ '■-'•"-, ^ -, 

lii obedifcnce to ' which notice, the pla^ 
■we had formed, was ordered to lie for th'4 
emendation of that Commitfee ; I left BejiiJ 
gal foon after, and tan fafely aver, that' t 
did not engage in any of this trade, aftet' 
the receipt of the order of the 8th of Fei~ 
bruary. This is the faft which the Direci 
tor has raoft difingenuoufly endeavoured ta 
reprefent, as a wilful and interefted treach', 
oil my part of the CoTHpan/s orders, artfully 
concealing all the Circumftanccs, he faySa 
" * Mr. Vanfittart, and his Council, njet 
" to'debate on this order, and came t6"'4' 
'» ttfeft tt ifti tft-icarty it bh. jiaying Vi/V 
<!MiA'^"-''l*ii3«Ui<i''ifeBadlt«yfflcc'XEQint«d 
ta'**^ -40) >jf tte-tttith ijf Mr . F^dln^i 
oBfij^ti**. -• '■-'■ ' Ihave 

" *- '** Anonjmguf Pamphlet, page 49. 



. I have been . very- particular^ on this fub- 

lieing afx obe4ie[nt, «s derail as;i9 ftealpiisvfer- 
WMK of the:Comp4ny^. afi4 it is it merit i{ do 
It^ care to give up«v < 

.It is very .ibrtui)ate« >that Qothiag^.^vtiur 
STfts done, in refpedt to regolatiog ^is tiasdQ^ 
until the arrival of the Sde^ CoiQzvittve^ for 
it vfould only h^ye fulge^pd the iQercb«nt8 
to unnecefiary lofles ;. fince ^e. pl9n« : wln^ 
the Committee refoked upofi> in ccgf^ffmity, 
ih^-^y^ to particular orders fpanLdiv'CiOiirt 
^ Diredtors^ di^s entirely froai.^t4li- 
re^ons of the'fidi of February, a¥ (Veil as 
6om vsrhat the Qov^nor ^nd Comvc^ iiad 
fettled in concert vrith Meer Ja^er*: :^ 'ip ifi 
ft monopoly, in my qpmi^^f of the moflriin- 
jurious nature. I have my ififonoatiW'from 
an «ivertifement, whicht a^ it was 9>S^ed 
l)y way of prodam^tion, in ^ the public 
places of jtnc Settlement, is, . j fvpp^lbt la 
the hands of every body t i^ut I will jvft jr>- 
cite the preamble, as a pro9f of niribapl Jinvp 
pledged. .' . 
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Calcutta 12 Aug«ft^( 1^1^ 

AD V E R TI S E M E N f. "' 

^rj^UE Honourable «he Court ol^^Di- 
«i A reiStors, having thought jMfiBr tt> 
^ fend out pairticular orders for lUnidi^^tfae 
^« inland trade in the articles of <alfy"^efitli»- 
*^ nut, ahd tobacco, the fame is- aowtdi^hc 

-1 v. carried 
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«' light to thie ttade t)f thofe articles will Inr 

'V ritred^from ;tfaer.€tniQpaiif 'tad from tba- 
^ Nafaab$:.aliteitnaBdi;t>fpetibQ8;(^^ 
^ tnrJi]e?:HoAQKuaisiie Cbo^ 
^^aofeotj^ ate hereby ilridiyipi^ohilMtedifmQr 
^^ ; deaUnlj^ > in axx^ ^refpedfc^ dirediy or indi^ 
<^ re£Hy^' & tiie ?ulziclcs <>f ftlti boedenhi^ 
^^ M:tofcacco, firomthe date -hereof ^ thatir 
toiiair^ that they ihaU dot entec into iu^ 
fie«:.'tegi^araentB^ tmlefi as -x^atktoadMSi^: 
^^ ehhecibr liie.parehaie or &le of the *arH^: 
^^ ^tialte/widi d^ ibdetj -of ;trad9/' ^ 

;Jwiih the. I%redor would be:.fb bonaft* 
as to fay truly^.wiiefiher h^ ia fuoii 

ftrong and pathetic terms; has fet forth the 
riunetts'. oonfequehcesi ^ whieh -«ily trade ia. 
Ihabefcidemeatianied ^artide^ cairiedx^n b^ 
fshetfia'gfcidij LvdaMv draw lib r^the ^fQwatfy^ 
has, with the fame zeal, gived his adtioQ^afid 
opinion^ in his Director's chair, againfl the 
mon^l^ iio^w^ikbliil^^ By which the na^ 
tives ^tf^allv^xd 

As T am xa opmlon, that ^ an 'univerfai 
equglity oC ttadp::in.tbfife Wticles WOiild bt 
the tWpfti:3)cnefiqW footing,, it. CQVild ftan^ 
upQn^ J^l-)thiak tb»tja.imHM>j^y,:of iU Ut 
the)iai)cl8 : of .a jfew;. pwMl. oi liPFcr, is the 
meft icruei . and oppreKfive ; the poor people 
of the country have not now a hope of re- 

dreiSf 
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jKfa, (br the Nabob's name is introduced as 
jiMning with theCompainy in giving authority 
to the monopoly. I muft fuppofc, with the 
Director, that neither Mccr Jalfier, nor Mecr 
Coffim.couldhavebecn induced*to '*confent 
*' to the ruin of themielves and all their fub- 
" jcctBj" but the prefent Nabob, if he may 
be fo called, has lo great a refpect for the 
Gommitteey that be goe^ hand in hand* in 

^introducing^ this ruin. He actually ifiucd 
drden to all the Zemindars of thecoiuitry 
to attend at Calcutta, and enter into bond to 
trade only with the Committee ; the order 

,'0f theCommittee to the fame purpofe, went 

-■ftjrth at the fame time, and the Zemindar? 

■ were forced to repair to Calcutta, and ent( 
into bonds accordingly i of which 
ftnd bonds the following are copies : 

=1- Tranflation of the Nabob's order to the 
Zemindars of the country, dated the 3d of 
Suffer, in the 6th year of the Mogul's reign 
(Auguft, 1765) 

^ ~ To THE GoMASTAH of Lticfccynarain, 
_'thoudry of the Perganah of leelamoota. 
j jBt IT UNDERSTOOD, that a reqnefl has been 
^adc by the Governor and the Gentlemen 
, i)f the Committee and Council, to this pur- 
., Dort, " that until the contrafts for fait of 
., "* the faid Gentlemen are fettled; no felt be 
"^ made or got ready in any diftrift ; that a 



ordqS 



• Aaonymoui Pamphlet, page 4.0. 
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** Oomaft^ be Ant Xo' attend on the faid 
■■ SaaMMaf vdiuMtt^^hmxHoodfie 

" iMfee.<iicinibui>i«aiIthe'li<»Kln(»ghiiBr«> 
" MtreontMr 'anil iheiOoittl<iiaa»<rfi>ifie 

"-imtat) tuae/l: a^tiiaiEiidstitiii this oirder 
itwiUdmiiim'f<Miifla^^Mimd de%i-'raur 
Go>liMi«i«» ths^iiid'Gtiiitltnitb.. in) Gal- 
■Qu£Uif::ioA give'v^nu! bbni: tnjd-.*f«uiegnikr 
biilliieA('',«ii3 tbea pnu«d>to'tlw:makiag!0f 
ftlc "lii'itafe of'any dclajr, it viill not'jie^t 
jMtgovdif Regu4>thi>aS'aftnd>iDnlsr;'j 

-■ JiU ; ' ■" •^:."C> a:i; »'•;'< v„-;o> 'r.;-;;! 

"T ia iit tUiln a£«n'ordar to the ZekQiiilacs, 
attdtr-^tftcPOtl'af : tbdConunittce; is iioii&- 
4il«dM>'Of *l|rc>4>eftKga(Dg order. :&obi. the 
Nabobs-' ■■■ .' ,v;""--- • ^ :-.■>„., -■ 



T he Sad 
GottKixicwiV 
wpfdtfiv .': 



The Englipi Sodtty of MerehanCs, 
:' ",.ftt,M5r^ag.■ltIIyliDg■■ 

Sl the S^t, J^ecde, and Tobacco| 



of the 
I until the 

yfjittcn. 



,.TajCfax,y:AtJD ■well beloved. Anunde- ■ 
Uql^W^^reiet you well. 'Whereas it lias 
bac&.ai^Jyg'd, that whatever fait ihall be pro- 
-ciiliiij^vi.^e Jalt works of the Souban of 
Bii^^ticGf. the trade thereof ihaU.lje re- 
fcr^-tQ tEfcC-Englilli '* Sircar, and lliall not 
tp o^4^kal , with by . o%h^^Sj f o which" pur- 



* State or genrDOwnt. 
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pofe a^ Pcrwaimah/froo^ \m excellency Ihe 

thts mdmcat i« Feaclna^^^yoiir han4<fi:7Wr «^e 
to fend a>f^' Vackeel 'ttid^a tru^^Gk^s^ah, 
tMat fae msqr come hes^c rimid recltiy^;^ Na* 
bob'sr Perwannab; aiida^ m oh^dHfi^t^ IKh^ic 
fame^ arid fettle tfec^ trade of you^ 
the Gcrvcmoi? and dbe Gen^kmcue^r-r/ 



. Tranfktion of) the rbdnd tak«B| Ssephtbit 
ZenyitidafSi ■■.r'-'rv t - <jA y.i^ 

'til JivpobjtAM Choiidry of thePergHQ^ of 
DerooduJEtitoa^ in the diftrid: of In^eke^ cpn«<» 
jferhiali^ to an ordet% which has< Ifiaed^iitl^L 
the Ndbob» to dkis '^nrpofe, *^ thai I fbfOoid 
^ attend' upon the G^^ntlemen o£ the Com-* 
" mittce and Couneih -in order to fettle Jny 
'' trade in fait, and dial I fhould not deal 
*' Hvith any other pecfoa;" do accc^xlifigly 
cbKge myfelf and giy» ifels writingi ihatf tut^ 
ceptity|; the faid Gentlemen, called /li^^iS?^*- 
/f/b Society -of MerihmUi far bftypfg \and 
felling all the Salty Beetle r and Tobacc^^Jn tbe^ 
Provinces of Bengal^ Bahar^ and Orixa^ tffuz. 
I will on no account trade with j^ny jcsther 
perlbn, ^for the fait to bb made \\\ ;5he: year 
1 173 ; "ivi^ without their order, I wijl not 
otherwiie make away with, or difpofe of a 
'* . . , fingle 

< * ■■ * 

* A gr^nt pr letter undei* ^ great feal from any man of 
power, to a dependent. ' •■ 

\ Envoy, or a perfgftftnt on any particular commifllon. 
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iingle grain of fait j Imtxv^atevcr fait (hall 
be made within die dependendies itSf^niy^ 
Zemlhdaiy; T'mll Tfiathfulfy ddiver k aM^, 
withcrtrt deliy, tb lh;e:faidrfocicty, and I witf 
rcccilit €be h^pfisyj according to^' the agree- 
ment, 9^gh I dls^imake in writing ; and t 
win Afliwt^^Whol^arid entire quantity <t£^ 
the iMt^i^dlit«d^'aHdr^itht)at the leave of 
jthe faid Co Adiitt^e; - 1' wiU not cany to> any 
other place, nor fell to any other perfon a 
fin^le^ai^aftee tof fdt. If fudi? ja^ nlhliig 
fliould be proved againft me, I will pay. tqf\ 
the fea? of the' j(kldi&cieey: a pcaalty^ofifive 
rupees ^ f<^ .VJvery * Matftid. ■: iN^WiuxNBsS : 
whereoT^t^hav^f wVitlten thJs by way d[.obU<^; 
gataom^ • Datfed thfe^fTt^ of Raberdl-afal^ 
the 6th y4ir>Sf the ftigii'XScptcmber; 1765.) 

I^ d(M>ld' ifeC foitbdhe unhappy conditioii 
of the^oJ)le,- under this: grici«3tusTOon&poly) 
in the Words of a latcf, which i <have i&^. 
ceiv6^'from one of the* couh try merchants ; 
but I ^itiJc'it n^edfeft,. bedaufe it;touft obi- 
cur fiifHciently to every reader who ^has any 
feeling;- ' •; ■.■■.''■'■,;.; ' ^ 

Thd^. profits of this:monopolyiare.dividetl 
among ^e principal fervants of the Compaj^ 
ny, civil and military ; and as- in p. 76, I 
agreed with the Diteftor that Lord Clive dijJ 
not-carry on a trade in fait, at the time thetfe 
mentioned ; fo I truft, that now the Direftor 
will agi^ with mei^ that his Lordlhip docs 

. , . N .2 trade 

, * 89 lb,, weight. 
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trade largely in Cilt, beetle, iand tobacco, 
as a principal £hare of the profit o£ the fo- 
ciety is allotted to him. 

The Director has reproved rile, very fe- 
verely, for that regulation, whereby our 
agents and Gomaflahs, employed in iht 
country, are required, in cafe of difputes, to 
apply for julHce to the officers of the Nabob. 
He fays, it was ** a * moil inexcufable er- 
'* ror in any man, who had refided «mly a 
** month in that country/' The Eriglifh 
Gentlemen, now employed by the Coifiniit- 
tee, for carrying on the monopoly, are obliged 
to enter into bond, that upon all occafions 
of difpute, they will fo apply to the officers 
of the iSTabob; which I mention only ^ to 
fhew, that it is not eafy to lay down any rule 
but this, for preferving fome fort of govern- 
ment, in places, where the juriOiSion of 
the charter does not extendi 

It is time I fhould quit this fiibjcft, and 
proeecd to an examination of the increafc of 
military expences, in which the Ciredtor 
endeavours to make it appear, that I have 
put. the Company to unneccffary e^fpences. 
He fets out with afferting, that in Lord 
Clivers time •f', a lack of rupees per month, 
more than fufficed for the~ cxpence of the 
army, when in the field ; to which I have 
faid, (and I jfhall give further proofs of it) 
tliat in his calculation, he muft have omitted 
{ovcxQ cohfiderable articles.- He then pro- 
ceeds 

♦ Anonynxous PamjpWet, p. 39I •'+ lbi3, p. 6. 
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cecds:to tell iwiihat ***1t did flpt enter into 
Lbrd.Cirve;^ cQlnptit^iofij tha^t bis fuccef- 
for fhould run u^ the ^icp^ce to aloioft 
'^ double that fum I nor could he, who had 
** defeated, the arQ^£)if Serajah Dowlas with 
** three thoufand men» conceive the Engli/h 
** fhoold eyer keep up an array of fifteen 
** thou&nd/' A^crwards he mentions the 
battle gained by CqL Monro at Buxar; but 
he fays, " •fthe expence of the army was 
" enormous, for we did Aot now fight our 
** battles with a handful of men, as at Phf- 
** fy, in I j^y. The military eflablifhngient 
** had been annually increafing ever fince 
** Lord Clive left the country,, and noW 
^* confided of eighteen thoufand horfe and 
^^ JFoot."' 

Thus the 1 5,000 (like FalflaiTs nien in 
buckram) are in9rea]red to 1 ?,ooo, while he is 
telling the ftory i but I fbalt take the liberty 
to examine this matter i^ore particularly. 

The Dire(flor has ilated. the forge left by 
CoLCiive, tobc^ 1200 Europeans ariH 7500 
Seepoys i together, 8700 : But I think the 
nuipber of Europeans^ could not ha^e been 
Ib^miahy^ and X iJiall i;eckon the whole loibc 
"only, 8000, after the return of Col. Forde's 
command from the Decan. 

( T* tis jijumbcr was foxncwhat increafed, in 
the years } 76 ; and , 1762^ upon the rtpj-e- 
fen^^ipn^ of ^ the .comdiiandin^ officers, of 
the.ncceffity of keeping a larger .force at Pat- 

■ ■ ' • • -fta; 

♦ Anon. Ps^nph. p, 6. t J^?^ P* ♦7v J ^^ P' '*• 
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na ;• and bv a requeftiroin the Governor <and[ 
Council 01 Madras, to have a bbdjr of ^6«k^ 
poy$ raijEed at Bengal, for the iervice d£ lAi 
expedition to Manila. The increafe^'^howK 
ever^ was not very confi^eraSle^ at thevJtima 
the war broke out vrith Meer Coffim;^$iibQttb. 
the middle of the year 1763. Our^lbreK 
then, nay be pretty nearly comtputed^ftote^ 
accurate accounts. . 

We find,, at Patna, under the commanii • 
of Capt» CarAairsS 220 Europeans^ ij^*^ 
2700 Scepoys. The reft of bur force «^a8 ' 
colle£ted, as much as poifible, to taketh^^^ 
field with Major Adams^ who had, at'tho^* 
battle , of Gheriah,-f- 800 Europeans and 22^'-' 
Scepoys. There was a detachment, at that - 
time, to the Eaftward, widi Capt. Swintofr |^^ 
andjthere wasaconfiderabie number of Seepoyii- 
at Chittagong and Dacca ; for all which, aQd '" 
the troops left at Calcutta, lick and weUj^I 
judge wc may allow .3 00 Europeans and 4ooc^ ' 
Seepoys, which will make the whole amottkt 
to J 320 Europeans and 8900 Seepoys s tor 
gcther, jo620« 

From the year 1760, to the year 1763, 
very few recruits came to Bengal from Eng* 
land ; the expedition to Manila, and other 
fervices, having occafioncd their detention at 
Madras; but this want wasiupplied by his 
Majefly's 84th Regiment, (Colonel Coote's) 
which made a Very confiderable part of the 

before-- 

« *• Sec the return in Vanfittart's Narrative, Vol, III, 
p. ij6o« i Ibid* p* 392. 
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before-^iMOtioQieilcfe^ the field* 

t76$^dtc^i^:l)Qttl61of Biiflui^ b^ €dl6fiel 

c«iifid%iir flo^hqpj^miidiy^^^ bdd^p ' of the 
army wasSlwayt^'A 'tt:^grMt ^&Mcchom 
Cfdeirttik ;L;^.wi9^^^ tiiider a oe^ 

ceffity of raifing fome addfCkvud :»£cc^K)ySt 
fOTi-immts Icivitear but specially ^wh^a 
S1M9<l Dowia uiViAded thd province ip»it& all 
hk forcci and the ndtnc and preience erf the 
M^^^ we we#e :^ob}ig€d to augment our 
numbers eoi^dbetablyw It was ifeoeflsry to 
d^end ^vcry part or the coiintry^ igainft a 
fi^orb formraable -eoemy than all that wo 
had beferd engagedrwithi We were called 
upon, to prote<% both ^des of the Oangea i 
t^gtnrlfiM tbtiMspf >M6Qgheerand'Fkiti^ ; 
t0 fctture the Paffi:s« And to gnard^ tb? fron* 
tiort of Burdwan and Midnapore. Meer 
Ttlfier wa* ^^ tf bfov to dimtributie, in the 
leaft dt^reci to theft ftrvices; and tfierefofe 
we could do no otherwiie than xiscreaie the 
Coitopany^^ forces, and ^aU npon him to pay 
the a^^diitioflal. exp<A<^. 

r^l^ur Europefan force we could not recruk i 
OQ^ db<^ coetraryi ' wa had loft the greateft 
part \of CoK Cootefs regiment, who were 
embaeked for Ejurope ;: but in ; ^eirv; fdioQe 
caihe ia detacfaoKnt of .his Majcifty'j ligth 
regiment (Col. Morris's) fromBombay, with 
.Col Monro; a detachment of the 06 th re- 

giment 
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giment (Col. Monfon's) from Madras ^ and, 
the marines of the King's fquadron. 

During the courfe of the campaign^, our 
Seepoys were, for the before- mentioned reA* 
fonsy augmented to eighteen battalions of 
^oo men each, officers included, making, 
12,600; and it was found abfolutely necef- 
fary to have a fmall body of cavalry, to carets 
the baggage and provifions of the army, and. 
prevent the troops from being continually 
harrafled by the vaft numbers of the enemy^s 
horfe : for this fervice one thoufand of nic 
country horfe were taken into the Company^i 
pay ; to which, adding the Europeans, about 
the fame number as before, (1320) I judge 
our whole force in Bengal, at the time <^ 
the battle of Buxar, to have been about 
15,000. 

But thefe were Rationed in different poih 
and garrifons, from Chittagong, the eailern 
boundary of Bengal ; to Patna, the weflem s 
and there was a detachment, on the way up^ 
to join the army ; all which being confidefed 
and deducted, together with the fick, CoL 
Monro could carry into the field fcarce 8000 
men of all forts, as appears by the return of 
the troops at the battle of Buxar, which I 
happen to have by me, and ftands thus : 

His Majefty's troops, confifting of de- 
tachments of the 84th, 89th, and 
96th regiments, and the marines of 
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Capt. Tinker « fquadrqn - ^ - 93; 

fcompany's infantry - - *^' ^ ^ 62I 

feuropcan cavalry - ^ - - - 4j; 

Artillery - * - *. ^ igz 

1062 
Black cavaky ^ ^ ^ ^^ «-. looa 

Scicpoys - - *- 1. >p ^806 

Totals including c^cers^ .7870 

t ■ ■ 

To what ^nd does the Diredor labour to 
exaggerate the merit of the battle of Plafly, 
and depreciate that of Buxar ? Does he mean 
to add any thing to Lord Clive's military re- 
putation? The Diredtor knows, that the battle 
of Plafly was the leafl: of his LordOiip's mili- 
tary atchievements s and that an abler pen than 
his, or mine, has been employed, to tranf- 
mit to pofterity an account of very many ac- 
tions, on the coaft of Coromandel, that do 
great honour to hi& character. Does the Di- 
reAor mean then to detrad: from the merit 
of Colonel Monro f If he does, I am happy, 
in having materials by me, to do juftice to 
that officer, to whom the Company owe fo 
much. From the vidtory he gained at Buxar, 
all that we now pofTefs in Bengal was imme- 
diately derived. As fail as our troops march- 
ed, Sfauja Dowla fled, until he abandoned 
his whole country to us : the Mogul feeing 
Shuja Dowla defeated, furrendered himfelf 
to our protection, and our wifhes became 
the laws of the empire, as far as our army 
co^ld enforce obedience. 

O After 
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After the. account the * Dir«ftor himfel/ 

ha$ given us of Serajah Dowla's pufillanimous 

behaviour, before, in, and after the battle of 

FUiTy, none of his readers can be much in- 

ciinod to compare that wretched Nabob oC 

.Bengal with Shuja Dowla, the Nabob of 

Oudej of whom the fame Diredfcor firjrs, 

V irHfe is foh of the late Vifif Munfor Ali 

-^* Cawn, aiijd-is the moft formidable Sdubah 

>' of India, with refpedt to the goodnefs of 

^' his troops ; bat he is not rich.** 

Such indised was the reputation he had 
•acquired ; and the number of his forces, dt 
the battle of Biiixar, with the attendants and 
followers of the king, who was joined with 
him, was computed to be at leaft eighty 
thoufand. 

.Does the Direcflor mean to impute it to 
me, as a crime; that I took what precautions 
I could to defend the Company's eftate, a- 
gainft the attack of fuch formidable ene- 
mies ? This was evidently his defign, and a 
defign with which he mufk have been quite 
enraptured, when he could fufFer it to lead 
him fo far from the truth, as to affert, that 
the military cftablifliment ** J now confided 
of 18000 horfe and foot, the expencc of 
which foon fwallowed up thd thirty lacks 
paid by Meer Jaffier ; as alfo the further 
fum of five lacks per month, which Meer 
Jaffier had agreed to pay, while the war 
laftedj and the Company were finkingj 

** from 

* Scrafton's Sketch, p. 90, to 95. f Scrafi^n's 
Sketch, note t9 p. 124. % Mionymous Pamphlet, p. 48. 
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*^ from -forty to fifty thoufand' pounds; every 
«< montb, of their calpital;" * . . . - • 

This is a horrible gulph indeed, arid if it 
was a true reprefentation, tnttft have a dreaH- 
ful efFeA. upon .the value of India dock, 
which I Jhall firft fhew bytalculaticfA ; ^tid 
then I fhail Endeavour to diflipate the alartrt, 
by proving that the whole is only a flight bf 
the Direftorg genius, 'tvithfout the ledft 
foundation. ^^ 

•The number of troops it this time, in the 
Gkimpany's pay, was 15000 ; which, accord- 
ing to the Dircd:or*s account; Jivallawed upuht 
thirty lacks- paid by Meer jfalfier, for loflbs 
^nd expences in the war ^ith Meer Coflim^ 
(ill one year) is, _ 

Lacks 

Per month - - *■ 

The mcmthly (um, which Meer 
Jaffier had agreed to pay while 

. the war laded - * - 

Forty or fifty thoufand pounds per 

: month, of the Company's ca 
pital, fay forty-fiye - " 

And before we come to the capi- 
tal, we muft of courfe reckon 

t the revenue which the Com- 
pany then poiTefled in Bengal, 
but which the Director has 

- forgot - - - - 4, 50000 

Total monthly expence * 15, 60000 



- 2, 



Rupees 
50000 



- 5, 00000 



•- 3, 60000 
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In the f^Qie proportioD^ the mUItanr 4B^»f 
blifhment in Bengali^ cootiifting nowof abow 
twenty thpufand nien, woiud come tp a 
monthly expence of 290809OQO cupoes, or 
26o«Qoo 1. which I fuppofe is nearly equal to 
the whole produce pf the revenue ; aiodf in 
iuch cafe, ppthing would remaia, to malfp 
good^ what we. have engaged to pay to t^ 
Mogul alnd tlje Ns^bob, 

Let us look back likewife for a cpoinefifk 
9nd pbfqry^, the effe^, which- the Dire<%or'8 
4latement would. Lave upon the amouat pf 
juilitary expencesj at the time Lord Gtivfi 
quitted Bengal in February 1760. . iSf/l 
hzvt fe^n, th^t the Dire£tor hi$ made- om 
the numbers then to be 7500 Seepoys, and 
^200 Europeans ; together, 8700 : But • l 
J^ave reckoned them .to beLonlySoooi the 
expejice of which, in proportion to thi! 
above flatement/ would be 330,000 ru-^ 
pees, or 103,750!. per njonth, or 1,245,00^!^ 
per ann. to fupport which, the Company 
were provided only with feventy thoufand 
pounds ter_ am. revenue of the Calcutta 
lands, clear of the jaghire, and one lack of 
rupees per month, ftipulated .to be paid by 
the N^t)ob, during fuch time as the troops 
were adually in the field. . 

But the truth. is, the Diredgr's view, has 
^ot been to inform the Reader, but to fcan- 
dalize me ; and therefore he reprefents all 
expences before the year 1 760, as no de- 
duction at all, from the then revenue of 

70,000 L 



fB^oo l< p^ mmv, «nd the ^^ponces ^n 
terwards, a$ .^:Q9f«jnijig . io a moment, did 
increaf^4 rQveime pf. 69o»oqo*L fir itnrmmi 
and thu^ very cs^ui of tbie Company. . 

When ih^ l^efore-m^ntiooed augmcnit-^ 
^ion of pur f^Cw became n^ceflary, upo^ 
^be inv^n Qi thq Kingi imd Shuja Dow^ 
1^ the ftri^i^ care was likewiib rcqqi^tei 
in fup^yiog ihe arsr^ rc^^v with moM)^ 
fi>r ey^n withPttt a pretence or wanting pay; 
|hey were tflo fnucb inclined to mutiny. Net 
therefor^ tp dfp^id entirely on Meer JafBer*! 
paynn^nt^a we gave the Chief and Council at 
Fatnaa unUnutId power to dra,w upon us (the 
Governpr and Council of Calcutta) for wharw 
ever f^ras might be wanted, for the fupjdy 
of the army. Bills came accordingly, for 
ipany^great fums; which were difbHargedy 
fometimes in cafh, and fonsetimes in bonda^ 
^ was Agreed with the bill«-bolders. 
; >Vt the ifLtRQ timej we did not negledl tok 
tpaho^ feveral confiderable advances^ for tho 
Ifiv^ftmeat. / 

•■ The time I i|)eak of was frcxn ^e montla 
'«f jp'^pqajy 1764, to my departi^re from? 
I^isngali in November following j during 
which period, if the Diredor will^ look tSi 
th$^ CQ.mmi0ary General's accounts of camp 
^ipences, I believe he will find them amount 
9K>nthly» to between four apd five lacks of 
lf%pees. 

But when we came to coilfider this ex^ 
pence jointly^ with what the Company dif- 

buried 
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liurfed in ^UTope for riifing troops, ^ and 
fending them out« a^id the purchafe of mi* 
litary and artillery ftorcs ; with what the 
military ftore-fcceper difburfed in Bengal, for 
the purchafe of further ftores, making tents, 
gun-carriageis, gunpowder, and many other 
very expenfi ve requifites j when we came, 
I fayrto add all thefe articles to the month* 
)y account (as the-Di£^d:or fhould have done 
when he made his calculation of former ex-^ 
pences) we fourid it neceffary to reprefent 
the fuin total of the expence iji a rough efti-' 
mate to Meer Jafiier, as amounting nearly, 
to* f^ ven lacks > and as this unavoidable in- 
creafci was a burthen brought upon the Corii- 
pany, as much for the defence of the pro- 
vinces, in geperal, as of the Company V 
own pofleffions, it feemed juft, that he (die 
I^abob) fhould bear a large part. 

At the fame time therefore that we 
fettled a plan, for reftraining the inland 
tridc, ■ apd for eftablifliing other regu- 
lations, which Meer Jafficr defired ; it wast 
m&iicd, that he fhould pay a fubiidy to the 
Company, of five lacks fier month, as long 
aa.'th^profecution of the war, with Shiija 
DljDwla, fhould render it neceffary, to keep 
up this augmented military eftablifhment. 
: . Trhis being added to the revenue of the 
diflcifts before granted us, there repiained 
flill a confiderable over-plus, as an aid to 
the^ commercial concerns of the Company. 
. Thofe concerns were attended to, not-* 
withitanding this burthenfome and alarming 

wari 
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war ; fupplies. of money were fent to the 
aurungs and faftories, for the purchafe^ qi 
goods, whenever the more urgent demands, 
of the army would admit of it; and the 
Direftor's aflertioh, that the fhips were fent 
*« * half loaded to Europe", is moft unjuft. 
Three fhips, the, Devonfliire, Vanfittai;t, 
and ButCjj were difoatched to Europe, at 
the ufual feafoh, wi(n full carjgbes ; and the 
Caernarvon was half loadqd, and fent %p\ 
Madras, to be filled up there, accprding to 
the requeft of the Governor and Council of 
that fettlemcnt. The Bute was the laft fhip 
difpatched that feafon, and fhe was fo well 
filled, that feveral , bales of goods, which 
were fent down the river to her, were re- 
turned to the fettlement for want of room. 
It is true, however, that the quantity of 
goods purchafed this feafon, fell fliort of 
what had been provided in former years, as 
the money could not be advanced in due and 
early time ; and fome inconvenience of this 
fort is unavoidable, in the midft of a war. 
in which the firft attention muft be to prdi- 
vide money to fupply the wants gf the 
^my. I have faid, that this indilpenfable 
care, prevented our fending an aid of money 
to China, the beginning of the fame year 
(1764), but it was an objeft we thought of 
with the utmoft anxiety, knowing it to be 
a very effential article, for the welfare of 
the Company's trade; and therefore we 

were 

* Anonymous Pamphlet, page 49, 
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were determined to exert all our endeai^dUfi 
to make up fdr this deficiency^ at the end 
of the year ; and accordingly we did fend 1 
fupply of ten lacks 9f current rupees^ ot 
iio^oooL in the montb of NoyeoGLber. - 

It was particularly to enable us» to com*» 
pleat that fum» that we received gladly^ 
what money was offered to the Cpnlpan^ps 
ireafury , at intereft of eight per cent* which 
is the fame intereft the Company, htrp givfin 
in Bengal, ever fince the year 1759, before 
which time it was nine per cent. 

It is the loweft intereft that ever wafi 

«> . - • > 

known in Bengal. The Committee for car-* 
rying on tliie monopoly of the inland trade, 
in the fame advertifement (the preamble of 
which, I have recited in page 88*) offer 10 
per cent. Jn^tcreft,. for any fum without li- 
mitation.. , .- , . . 

" Why. tlbea does- the v dir^dor endeavour 
jiere agaip^ to thri)w.^n unjuft reproach up^ 
jon ine« iniiiuiating»..as a crime, that the 
X^oDCJpany-were y\^ obliged to borrow great 
/^ funas qT money of their fervantsi at 
/* 'eight- J>errOT// intereft.^ It was bor- 
rowed, from any, who chofe to lend ; but 
the fum offered was not very confiderable. 
The amount of the^ debt at intereft^ in Ben- 
gal, at the tim^ of my coming away, the 
end of November 1764, was about thirty 
lacks of current rupees, or 350,000 L and 
that had been the ufual amount, at the 

fame 

* Anonymbuj Pamphlet, p, 491 



ntdife'^ei^brf, ui "c^efy*yean T)pbii tlie de-i 
jwrtitte bf the ilhips to "fiufope,- this' debt 
liied to be J>arti^ oifcfiar^d by bil}$> upoh^ 
the Cdirft ■ of Direifltors, and fo reduced to 
afcotlt Wlye; dr fifteeji lacks, from which " 
ifctoi^ agiirt lii' ticmtemli to about thirty, 
a'lS before-m^ntiondd ; thrs wals not found td 
be' any ittcohvtiliettcc to thd CompanVy las^it 
was not iufTcrcd to be* exteUded, bey'oii^^^ 
v»Jfet 1 Aaitc fcpAfeiyted. thi pfefent Cjo-^ 
vermJr and C6tiiK:i4> whofc judgment thfc;^ 
Diredtor* wflll not difptrte; do riot fee tliis^ 
article, iirfa gricvotis a light, as he reprer. 
fents it ; if it is true, as I hivC bden wcIT 
informed, that the debt at intereft was iii'->. 
ci:ea(ed> .When the laft ihip came away>. tot 
full fevcnty lacks of' current rupees, o^ 
S^i 5,66b L noTwithftanding the additional 
i ncom e th# Cmnpany have got, by the pof« 
fe0ion of the whole Bengal revenue. 

I Gbfne no^ to fpeak to the article of the 
fait ffe^y, with Meer JaiSer, ^pali 
w'indemiufi^tioh for private Iofle$^ wl 
the l>ifcabr' fiiys in his Pamphlet *' * prov-- 
^ ed' a fdufce of the moft diuioaourabre op« 
«* prciBc)h/' And in the Obferycr, *' f the 
^ feftit~Aii6n->inottey you fo honourably fti 
•• puTated for^ will' probably never be paid: 
la f Rett a' ii^gle t>u^br autlv^ declare 

a^'nft'the light of dioufaods»'andto threaten 
tnem with ixk arbitrary ieiaure of their pro- 

'^ perty ? 

* Anonymous Pamphlcv page 48. f Obfe^re^^ 
No» VI. pstge 35. 






p^rQr I' It is an attc^fxiu . I defy him to de«. 
fcpd, by, any one a^g^ment in Jaw or cq^uity,; 
and I fliajl not grudge tHe trouble, it may 
cofi me, to cxpofe the unprecedented tyran-- 
ny of this declaration j^ and to do juftif^e^to 
the inconteftable rights , of . tbe whple. bpdy 
of the inhabitahts^ Uying under tne Cioinpa* . 
ny's prote^ion, whether in their fecyicej or 
out of their iervice. 

It is well known^.that in the firi}: ^^rioaty; 
with .Meejr Jaflier, iri 1757* ^ certain iridem*. 
nification was ftipulatedj for th^ loiieg fuf- 
tained in the war, by all the inhabitants of 
Calcutta, yiz*. . . 

For the Englifli inhabitants - - - 50 lacks or 625, o<h> 
fof the Gtt\to6s; Moors, &c. (^^dves) 20 - or s jo»ooo 
For the ArmciuAnS' - .* • ? - - 7 •• .;or- 87 ,500 
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77 lacks'or 962,506 



J t wciold have been" much more eguita- 
Die, and KDnourable'tb our riatibn, 'if the 
whole luni for indcmnificatibh had been fli- 
pulatecj in one article, iarid a juft arid prdr 
portionable dividend made" of the whole* 
without diftihdtiori of " rellgioh or coin^ 
plexion ; for all *wefe equally entitled' tQ 
the Company's profedlioh and affiflance. 

Th^ confed uence of this'unbecqming pisu"- 
Hality was, that fKe natives received Onljr 
J^, and a quarter of a"fixteenth, or -M: of 
jhe amount of* theifloHes'; 'the 'Arrfiehiaris 

received 

* • ■ * Scmfton% Sketch, p. 85. 
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It" tatrft^ xirto the eoropany's t?!eafii!V/T)y- 




pany h^d no right to ddtaih a ' ffiilKn^^df 'it^ 
and accordingly the EnglifH i^fihiftiStiift^^ 
(hOtWithftantiinr ' an ititcrenr of j^^er^x^^ 
already received) have a futt in. ^hihc^kf 
againft the Conapiany' for thic ovcr-riluis xiii-' 
ney- 

But how great. Gentlemen, will be your 
furprize, when I tell you that this very 
Diredor^ Mr. Scrafton, is himrdf a party; 
to this fuit againft the Company.^ Thi& 
very Diredtor, who now fo ferioufly threatens 
to invade the property of others, 

• The Company, in their anfwer to this 
fuit, do not even pretend a right to the over- 
j^iss mbii^y,[ l)ut they difpute the amoimt 
is ftated by thfe claiments. 

Law and equity will be found, equally on 
the fide of the claimants, under the laft 
treaty with Mecr JafEer^ Equally did I 
fay? Yetmorie; for there, all the inhabi- 
tants^ of whatever religion or nation, were 
impartially regarded, whoever depended on 
the Company's protedion at Calcutta, or 

the fiibordinate fadorks. 

• . • ■ ■ 
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Tlie words of the tfi^tjf W^j ^ ^ I ^j^ 
\f rc^burfc tp t^ PRv^c fl5riQg^^ fiw 
•• anapwht pf fuph \oJpfe& prdxc4'>cf«ft tJv 

\^ Gpyernpr ai^d P^^^^r V^' 4)SF IHrIf ^ 
•• tain in their trade in the cojanjtfy^^^ } 

H fhoyld not be able tp 4tifcb^^(||iiSp in 

/" ready mpjoey, I will give, a^Hflaci^^.^ 

" land for t^e amount/' ., , ;, .. 

It is impoffible for.won^.tp cqi)l^<^ « 

ftrpngef right; th/^claimanttf coul^TM^:^ 

been better fecuredr * if at th^ time at j^aj^- 

ing this fiipulation in their behalf,> tlu^ ^|^ 

Yeraor and Council had been aware 9€[^ 

oppre&ve deJGgn of this unmerciful Dire^fij^ 

. The obje£tions» which have appeared 

againft this right, are three. Firft, -f- T^a| 

Meer Jaffier was in the beginning afTuiredi 

the amount of loiles would be. . only tcQ 

lacks ; but it came afterwards tp b^, fi|ty7 

three lacks. Secondly, That :£ a. great paf| 

of the loiTes were fuftained in an illicit mo-* 

> ■ ■ 

nopoly carried on againft the orders of t}i& 
Company « And thirdly. That a j] quei^^ 
remains to be determined whether the^ 
loflcs were confiderable. 

To the fir ft objection I fay it is true, that ^ 
Committee of three of the Council, whowepQ^ 
appointed tp confider of three of the article)^ 
for forming a treaty with Mecp J^ffief ,§, 
propofed, that the fum.of ten lacks ihoal4 

be- 

* Vanfittart's Nar. Vol. JH, p. 36a, -.t Afl^njW. 
mous Pamphlet, p. 48, and Obf. No. II. p. 13. t A« 
nOfl. Pamp. p. 48, and Obferverj No. 11. p. 12. | 'Ob- 
fbrver, No. II. p* 151. § Vanf. Nar, Vol; III. p. 339. 
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kt" paid, for reimburfing to private jierfoiis 
jflic toiTes tiiejr might fuftain, . fn their trade 
in itii country. Bufinefs thtn prefledr and 
we iMd not time for calculation ; it was 
tfleaat to give the merchants iTulI reftitlition 
tor their feffcs, but among other more inq,- 
tcrid-'^^ft^idt edacphiit that were then -u^- 
^ the can6deratiori'df'diA Governor ^nd 
Cotmcfl, the -ptoipoisil tor thk reditutioh^.jffi 
hrouj^ in fa^ &e Couaohi^f was hot par- 
ticutarfy ofajei^ed te/'None of thfefe propo- 
lalt were conchifive j they were 6nly mate- 
ridls for fl treaty to be formed ; and a^ fuch, 
aii aiticle that did not concern the Public* 
was not dpfely regarded. If Meier '■ Jafiicr 
had agreed to it, and it had been returned 
to the Governor and Coundil* a% an article 
for the treaty, probably it would have oc- 
curred to fome one or -other of the Mem- 
bers of tile Coancil, that the fum was very 
deficient, and an atnendinent would have 
been made. 

•^ it happened, however, thai Meeir' Jaf- 
fiei* faimfelf, made the objection ; he iaid he 
Wfiuld readily make good the loITes of the 
merchants, according to the accounts, which 
^nld be prored, to the fatisfaftion of tiie 
Governor and Council, but vrould not agree 
i^son a fixed fiim. 

This was of-courfe; more agreeable to 

the Governor and Council, as it fccnrcd 

to thft mercfa!i!nts the indemni^cation we 

JBtcaded; and Ikvpd the neceifity of prefent 

calculationi 



[U2] 

calculation ; on the part of the merchants^ 
I fhourd have becft vei^ ixiiich cpncerhed^ 
if for want of calculation, an ififufficient 
provifion had been agreed upon ; and on the 
part of the Nabob, I can aver, with' the 
greateft trathf that the utnioft diligence and 
attention, was exerted by the Governor and 
Council, in examining the acbounts, as diey 
were produced, .and preventing all unjuft 
and unreafonable charges. Upon an appli* 
cation from fome of the merchants, to have 
the expe6led profits of their trade allowed 
along with the principal, it was moft ex* 
prefsly declared; to be the refolution of the 
Governor and Council, topafs no account 
for more, than the prime coft of the goods 
(of which the members of the Board were 
competent judges) intereft of lo per cent. 
for the time the money had been employed, 
and the payment of the reftitution* delayed 
(as will prefently be mentioned more particu- 
larly) and certain reafonable allowances for 
riiks to different places, according to the rktes 
affixed in the advertifement ; all which iefo- 
lutions were faithfully obferved through the 
whole courfe of this examination. 
. The Committee perfevered, in refufing 
to allow the merchants, the expefted profits 
of their goods, notwithftanding what was 
thrown out, that they would be liable to 
profecution, and to be made anfwerable to 
their own perlbns, for the tliflference j and 
ilie merchants fo ferioufly thought them- 

felvcs 
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felvw aggricvifd, ^h^t, :^^ 4tiftif«lly^ 

been iMobe^c ty?o oteuncnfr, gcntleimeii ia 
the law jfpr tI)ei;:,ppiDip!n ; ^licithor the fafr' 
fcrers arc not .mti|;lQd to be, indemnified ac- 
cording^, tip the ^^pvicjcs of the gjpodsy at die' 
places where Acy yrcTC Ipft. I (hall p^of* 
duice the caie and Q||inJLo;tis/ toi(hew what a 
rific the Compapy run, te make this burthen/ 
as light as poflible^ to the NatKbh*. 
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Previous to the late revolution in Bengal, 
when Coflim Aly Cawn was depofed/ and 
Jaffier Aly Cawn again inverted with the^ 
Subahfhip, a treaty was entered into with 
Jaffier Aly Cawn, relative to the reftitutionr 
of the loiTes, fuftained by the tyranny and 
oppreffion of Coflim Aly Cawn, and amongfl^ 
other articles of the treaty, there is the fol-.; 
louring': * . . . 

" '^•' And I will rcjmburfeto all private per-: 
^\ fons the amount of fuch loiTes, proved be- 
** fore the Governor and Council, as they 
" ^^ Jnft^i^ *» tbeir trade in the country^i^ 
«* If I fhould not be able to difcharge thii 
^* in ready money, I will give afJignniehts 
" of land for the amount." 

There was a Convnittee of reflitution^^ 
confifting of nine perfons, appointed to af- 
certain the loffes of the fufferers ; and by the 
4th article of their regulations, it is de- 
dared, 

•• Thtf 
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" Tkc Calcutta market price of j 
«* of exports to niarkels in tbc country, 
** the AufLujg pjke of uuports to Calctttl 
" ihiW be cfteepied the prime coil,, cj 
'* where it can be proved, the goods ' 
" adually fold and ddivered, and aftcryi 
" loll:, in which cafe the price the puch 
" gave, to be efteemed his prime coft-T. 

And by article .the 5 th, ■ i 

** The charges merchandize (hall be i 
** lowed on all e/limates, and an allpwaj 
'* of. 10 fer cent^ in lieu of intereft." ,, 

N. B. AuruDg is a market, or £urr ia;t 
country, and the words, imports and expc 
arc applied to goo4s, brought from tb^U 
rior parts of the country to Calcutta, ; 
fent from Calcutta to the country. 

Several merchants loft large quantitJa&,j| 
merchandize, during the depredati^ms , 
CoiHm Aly Cawn, which had been boufl 
at Calcutta, and other places, and iea&J 
Patna, where they would have produced ve^ 
coniiderable profita, if they had diipo&d of 
the fame ; and as by the refolutloos of the 
Coounittee of Ueditution, they were enti- 
tled only to the prime cofb of their goods ae 
Calcutta, and the charges of merchandi^r 
and 10 percent, intere^, they prefeoted a 
memorial to the Cotnmittee, complaining^ o£ 
the rule they had_ cflablifhed, for afcertaio- 
ing the loHes ; and inHIUng' that by the true 
fpirit, and meaning of the treaty, with JaS^tc 
Aly C»wn, they were entitled to be fulh 
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indemnified, to tfie amdtiht of the yiliie of 
their good^, at Htriai tVfcVre they ^tt^ loft, 
the value 6f ihcfih tfitrc; being /i^ Id/} aStu- 
ally fujtained hy tbejufferers in tbeir trade ; and 
on the 1 6th of March, 1764, the Comniittce 
* of Reftitutioii took the memorial of the 
merchants into corifidcVation, and came to 
the following' i'efolutibn {hereon. 

^ Read again the letter, delivered ii^, at 
^* oHirHkll nifeetingi fcy nmc merchants on 
«* thtr iUbjea of the regulations, at firft dfta- 
^' blifhed, for the government of thofe, Vho 

hkvtifclaitiis to deliver in. Taking ^e fanie 
^* ilito 'tlonfideration we arc unanimoufly of 
*• dpitiidA, tha.t theie Gentlemen extend their 
•* 'tiretchfibrrs, beyond what the nature' of the 
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'^'Vettiihciiffr (Jan,or db pfocure-'any fatislac- 
V tionot reparation for fiich fofics / itor can 
** ■Jany'^rigKl *bc fet up*' to fiich reparation. 
" Itf ti[e pr^fent cafe, the NaboB, inwhofc 
** "^aVotir we declared, has engaged to make . 
*** gbSfl 'f h(S'lofie^ of the meithants,- being 
^' nn^ei' ihe Cornpaiij^^s ^^rote<Sibn, fo far is 
/* the dcfcotints (h^U be ""puffed -and approved 
** by the Governor and Council-; "iirften we- 
" prbpofedto-'the'NSbobV'that (uth^a ftl- 
** ptdktibn ihbuld be m*de,' we ^had no 

vJ-C^ '•^.-•. inr'thoughts ' ■ 

*; I .. ■. • - ■ . 

*: Profcnt JMeff. Vanfittatt, Haft'mgs^. Marriott, Watti^, 
MicM^ton, Leycefter, BurUett, aiid Graham. 
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^\ thoughts of requiring morc> th»A thfi H^ 
\^ Aitutioa of the Mincipal ftod intereft, by. 
'^ no mean^ inten4ing toxharjje .the Nabbbt 
*' with the expcifted profits, which i6 fomc 
'* cafes will amount to ioo^#/ cent, .or tjaore. 
^' The arguments alledged by. the merchants^ 
'^ in their addrefs,. for adding, the expeAed 
*• profits to the principal, diet not efcape the 
^? confideration of the Committee, but ^ey 
** were not thought to carry fuiHcieat rca- 
.** fon, for increaling the charge upon the 
1\ Nabob, for whom we would* determine 
\\ V^nce he has made us the ju4ge$) in. the 
•** fame reafonable manner, as if tK.e reftitu- 
-** tion was to be paid by our qwjn govern? 
•* ment. The members of the Committee 
/* are perhaps themofl confidei:gb)e fu^ereff 
** thcmifelves, but they, andJallVthc reft pf 
.*^ the rnerchants, may be thanli^al.-af^^ 
^* calamities to receive back the principal 
*^ and intereft of their lolTesJ* 

" The regulations being here again rcaji, 
** Ag reed, that the firft, fecond, third, fifth, 
*' fix th, and feventh do ft and confirmed^ The 
fourth being liable to the obje<3;ipix. men- 
tioned by the merchants, it is .nweffary 
to fignify, and it is hereby dcsl9xh^.to he 
** our meaning, that fait fhall be reckoned 
an import to Calcutta, and. charged, like 
other Aurung goods, at the priQic cofl:, 
'^ Agreed farther, that in confideration of 
*^ rifque, an additional fum of 15 per cent. 

« Ha 
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^ ht ailowedi cm all claims for goodts, ex- 
** ported (fpm Calcutta ta Patii?^ ipd :tlicre 
««' Jdft/ i^iid' ib* inr proportioa for exports 
loflt> iat in ot1iet:piaceSj to. be afcert^ined 
by ■ the Committee, .as the apcounts are 
'* delivered in. Okdered* that the Secret 
tary do tranfiiiit to:thQimerch»ntSj in an« 
Jfwet to their letter* axopy of thi^p.rc^eed^ 
ihgs*, and. that he do> farther publjila theniy 
throughout the town, and rorward other 
copies^tp the chiefs of the fubordinates/' 
N. B. The fuggeftion, that the members 
of the Convnitteo were the mofi conlidera* 
ble fufFercr^» is not admitted tp be £zQ:; five 
of the Committee hav^ig fufiered no lofs at 
all ; and the lois of two others, to wit Mr« 
BUlers, and Mr. Leycefter, npt exceeding 
loOiOOO rupeei between theni^; wiithrefpedt 
to the lofs of ^e two remaimng members cf 
the Council, nothing is known with an/ 
certainty. 

' The ibrfiferers are greatly aggrieved, by the 
%«(iblbtio&' of the Committee of reflitution ; 
«he dilference between the value of thek 
itferchandizes, at the places where they were 
'Wught, and at Patna where they were loft, 

amounting to feveral thoufat^d pounds* 

« 

Quere ift, Yotjh Opinion is therefore de- 
fimd, whether according to the true fpirit 
4mA meaning of the treaty, with the Nabob 
•Jaffier Aly Gawn, the fufferers ardiiot inti- 
'tleii to be indemnified to the full'amoun^ 

Qji, and 
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and value of their goods and merchandizes, 
acccurding. tx) the prices thereof^ at die places 
where diet fame were, feized, by Coinm Aly 
Cawn» wd loft, without regard being had 
to the prices thereof, at the places where the 
fame were .bought ? 

Mr. Yorke's Opinion. 

' I am of opinion, that the reafons given in 
the rcfolution of the Committee, of the i6th 
of Marph,i764, for not carrying in an ^Z- 
mate to the Nabob, of profits lofl:, which were 
expe^ed in the courfe of trade, but which had 
not been made upon an actual fale, are juft 
weighty arid fatisfaftory. Prime coft, charges 
of merchandize, and lo per cent, intctdt, 
are the proper articles ta form the eftimate. 
Expected profits of fale aie precarious, and 
depend upon contingencies of time and mar- 
ket, and quality of the goods a.s well as upon 
locality. 

5/r- Fletcher NoRTON^'s 0/>w/i9/7. 

If this was^ a qucftion undecided, I (hould 
have thought the rule, by which the lofs of 
the merchants was to be eftimated, inuft be 
the -reafonahle value of the merchandize, at 
the place where the lofs happened, without 
any regard to the prime coft, or the value at 
any other place -, but as the Nabob was by 
the treaty, to pay fuch lofles only, as Ihould 
beproved before the Governor and Councilj 
and they having appointed a Committee, 
to liquidate thofe lofles, I think the.^J^al?9j> 

has 
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lias fulfilled the treat^^agcording to the true 
ipirit ajsid mcioii%^li>(^:iS.ht widkes. a fa-^ 
tisfai^icfR^^ lo ihd:)iaf^haat5 vrha have:£if^. 
fered^tiOTthe v^ue BirdlJvno^ht^* which £ball 
be dgfflaod TcaJTiyiaiHc ^foytofnch Camifiittees; 
and the Committee having irfsviied^eir firft 
adjuftment of the^l^iTes^a^nd ai^ering to it, 
I think the (^ue^on is^not now open; and 
the;' ' thiercharits iBbultf -^cxiuiefce, m^ 
ftandih']^ d)fe haidfliijp bif' the 6afe, aiia J^^^^ 
I do ncit &h what more can be doije for them: 



I • II 



I 

' From hence it appears, that if ther^v is 
any caufe of complaintf dgdnft thd^ Com* 
mittee, it is on the ^art of the merchants; 
for Kmitins their demands tob clbiely s hot on 
the part of tne Nabob, for admitting toolargdly. ' 
The amount therefore, of the 'colleaed 
accounts, cannot be niiade a reaibnable ob^ 
jedtion to the^right of the claimants, under 
the treaty ;/Neither does the fum exceed, 
what might have been expected compara* 
lively, ^yi^h thp former accpuntfOf r^^itu- 
tion, for whjcb the fum granted w^s, ^s has 
been already fet forth 77 lacks or 962,500^ 
To have done equal . s 

juftice to all the in- ^ 

habitant^ji there was 

Wanting 
Fot t^e qatives - - 33 Ijicks or 412,500!. 
F#r the Armeniafis - 1,49000 or .17,5001. 

m m 

f 

flioufd have been 1 1 1,40000 or 1,3(^2,500!. 

The 



The 'prfefent:accoiint tjf reftitudon grants 
ing to all the inhabitants, full and egu^l in* 
dcthnificitioft;V«h'e to V3 licks or 662,5001 
a-funj cbhfiderably lefs tnarf half of the bc^ 
forc-mentioncdi • and tfiereibrfe Is tt^l^ liot 
■fuYprizilig^ t6nfidcrihg' ther fcltlimchf la a 
ftale of •* flourifhing trade/' 'as Mr/S'crafton 
reprefents it, in page i'26, of his Sketch; 
and which all the well-wifhers of the Con»; 
pany will rather rejoice at; than laneKOit. 

The fecond objedion is, that a great part 
of the lofs, was fuftained in an' illicit too- 
nopoly, carried on againft the orc^ers of jthe 
Company. ' ' 

I have already (hewn what orders from the 
Company, I met with on this fubjeft, in 
ibme letters of the year 1746, and prcf 
ceding. Thefe contained no orders, but 
what might be difpenfed with, under the 
confent of the Nabob ; and Ins pafs, which 
tvery follower of this trade took out, jpayiQg 
his duties, feems to me to convey a fim 
proof of confent. 

The orders of the 8th of February 1764, 
can have no fort of relation to this fubjei^ 
although the ♦ Dircftor, very artfully endea- 
vours, to make them appear, as a conclufiye 
argument againft the claimants. The fadt is, 
thofe orders did not arrive in Bengal, till aif- 
tet all the accounts of reftitution were dc- 
Kvered in, fo that he wilt ftrive in vain to 
prove, that they fhould, or could have any 

cffca;, 

^ Anonymous Pamphlet, page 48, 
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tffcQ:^ upon .the trade of the fettlement, for 
fijt years before. . 

' tctlbepiredot^Sieii produce ^^t^^^ 
by^whiii;h he thfbks tiimfelf stutHori^ fo 
ifojp^dny part of the ftftifetkm, The'Nibobj 
bound nidfilelf'tQ j^ for the inhabitants 
under the Co^p9nj*$ |^ote<Skicm, -esprsfsh;^ 
make good the loffe;, th]^ mij^ht foftatny 19 
i^^lt trade in the countty. He was-fehfiMcf it 
the faine tini^» and fo were the GoyeftiM 
ahd C^ftihcil, ^at the greateft part of th4 
amount^ would cdnfift in fuch trade^ which 
trade, Mcer Ja£Ber knew had been carl'ied 1 
on, ever fince he firft came to the govern- 
metit, 'and* to the continuance of which, be 
hadiiow-givenfi^ ctmfent in his^treaty. This 
therefore can be no-juft argument, againft 
the right of the claimants, if any orders 
of the Company, more pofitive than thofe I 
have ilientionedi were ever fent, they were 
Xiottb be met with, in my time. Miany 
l)0O^8 abd papers were loft, at the capture 
t)£ GalcMtta, in 1756, of which the Direcr 
torl being advifed, they formed, in J 75 8, a 
new .fyftem or coUeftion of. laws, for the 
government of their fervanta in Bengal, tf* 
-aioog vvhidi laws, nothing is mentioned oa 
tike fub^cdk of the inland . trade. Upon the 
vhole I muft repeat, thiit there was not, ao^ 
cording to the beft of my knowledge, «nv 
jKupre^ order againft this trade, until the 8m 
orFet^niary 1764. . It was. treated in geno- 
t»li as iUici'ti as hoj; b«ing a ;6nxiaua privi- 
lege. 
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lege, and under that to be carried on cuftom^ 
free i but it Teemed always left open for the 
inhabitants reiiding under the Company's 
protedtiont to deal in, equally with the othpr 
inhabitants of the country* under the Na« 
boVs pafs, and paying, his duties, 
, The orders^ of the 8 th of February I764» 
were of very fhort duration; for two months 
after their arrival came an explanation, wliich 
brought the matter back, to the footing jufl 
mentioned. The agents in Bengal were 
informed^ as the Diredor fays, that ** *,Lord 
<* Olive, and the Committee, would havQ 
" powers, to regulate the inland trade;" 
and he adds '* meaning to regulate it fo| 
** that it fliould neither be pppreffiye to the 
" natives, nor hurtful to the Nabob's reye- 
'' nue/' 

But there muft have been forne other 
more particular orders^ in conformity ^ tp 
which, the Advertifement mentioned in page 
88, announces that the trade in fait, beetle-^ 
nut and tobacco, is to be carried on, altho' 
the Director has not thought proper to,inf 
form us farther. . 

• This leaves me to the plea of *^ monoi^ 
" poly,'* which makes another part of the 
Direaor's fecond objection, to the right of 
the claimants, under the treaty with Meer 
Jaffier ; to which I {hall only fay, that 
there was no monopoly in n;iy time, what- 
ever there may be now. I have mentioned 

that 

* Anonymous Pamphlet, page 49, 



tnaf 1 rtte^^.'whetfi^Earftc' dow^^ river 

from Mohgheefr,lefefa^ 
cd" v^if It faft, b9dn|ffig j6p . the* iJotfniiy" irtef- 
chaiUs/' gomg "up' fo patiiav and tfec 'fe^a. 
were ie6n "^ery aay' in alj' part s^ " li is frae, 
they Were not'upoH a ifppting ]bf' equ^^ 
Vi^SEli We. fiiwRmi iaiid'l^ is p^df fe^^ I 

ijfed' my cnd^av^OMS to make ttiern ^ fo, in; 
fefcfeft' of ^Kis" ifiacft?. ' 1 have iiientibried orife 
inffiaric6' ifb mew, thit the cquritry mercnantS 
were mit exclufded" from their (hare of "tjife 
^ade, whi^'the Piredd^ fc^mati2fe^, ^tJi^' 
tfie namfc of monopoly > a tnoufana levi-^ 
dericds'may'bc pfpaucedrto^the fame e.ffe<^> 
1 may' tlic^eforc voiriifure to pafs' frbtii tMs 
fUbjc^,' to' his' third 6bjjf<3:ion, which iifand? 
thus ; ^* A queftion * remainsr to fee Sfefcr-' 
•^ mined, whcthfer thefe loffes nioere confi- 
** derableV* tliat is to fay, whether the Go- 
Vcfrrior andT Council, who were comm'iflion- 

abob, in his treaty, to examine. 
tat accoiints of the claimants, did not for 
thetKfetveSr or for other inhabitants, pafs 
f^fd and fraudulent accounts . 

In anfwer to fuch a fcandalous inllnuation,; 
frbtii a man, who has feen none of the ac- 
counts, what can be faid, but that it is a 
moft' falfe and injurious fubpofition ; fuch a 
brie, as no man of fair and honeft intentions 
iii^biiid attempt to propagate, without a fadl 
to fupport it. If he is in pofleffion of any 
fich, I call upon him, folemnly, to pro- 
duce it; if he does not; then let him take 

R to 
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to' himfclf the ihaa>e» diat attends thofe 
anonymous writers, Vhq lurk in dark cor- 
ners to aifaflinate the feptttation of others. 
* The Nabob made fihc Governor and 
Council the final judges of ifhe claims of the 
inhabitants for rdfiitutic/n, under the treaty ; 
^ct I am very .willing, and I think it right, 
the Court of T)iredors fhocdd revife 
..thofe accounts, and if it fhould appear^ that 
by any wilful hcglcft or connivance, the 
Governor and Council admitted any unjuft 
char^if, l?t them be made accountable to 
'^c Nabob or His heirs ; but this (which I 
believe will not be found in any one in* 
/ffencey o'uglit hot to be made a pretence, 
/or depriving the ynole body of the inhabi- 
tants; of their property. 

I. fliall clbife this fubjeft, with fome very 
excellent riiles^ out' of the Obferver. The 
.fight" of the claimants, in the cafe before 
lis cannot l3e'feized,** * without breaking 
" down the facfed baniers of property; 
*^ which, according to Mr. Locke's princi- 
^* pies, woiild dt oiice be a diifolution of 
^« air government." **^ -f- 1 defy any man, to 
' ^^ produce a fingle inftaiice, from die Revo- 
" lution downwards, where private proper- 
ty has been wilfully violated by the legi- 
flative power." /* J The property of one 
fubjeft, (hould be as facred, as the pro- 
perty of another; and the fmallcft dc- 

*• viation, 

• Obferver, p. 20. f Ibid* p. 24. % Ibib. p. 30. 
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^Viatiohi from ijnparti^lity, is a,palpablt 
*' iniuftice/' 

' I mall liexi endiQaiyopr to. fhew> , that the 
Nabob was. jiQt' qqlrcaleoiblj^ .prcfled, as to 
the time of p9ying,?b5^^cftituliqii monejr^ 
although thcDveftpr *^l?dges; "that '*^ * all 
. ^. delicacy: of coxtcljiQ: va^ laii aisTdi? itt iUp 
.-•* "tnaoftcr 10 M^hich ifec paynite was .oft- 

•^ taineid/*: ^r\o , > \ '" ^ ' ^ 

• f TheiDBreapr has.fta^^^^ 

year 1757/ Mper Jaffier cngaTCd,^ ffepara^^ 
V* t6*giW-tK? arpiy,^ for_tn<ifr fcrVlc^^^^ 
• iwenty-fivc.lacka of jrupcesj andtjle ^kvy^ 
for their fervices,. twenty-|ive jnore. 

In like maiiner, on tni§ fecoha occalioi)^ 
he engaged to ^^ive the army twenty-fiFe 
lacks^ and the navy tjyelve and a h^lK 

• The fum, ,ftipulatc4 for the Company, 
was firft paid; .it. was v^ry nearly, ff not 
wholly difchargcd, between the. time of 
Meer Jaflier's departure from Calcutta, in 
July 1763 ; and his return in Auguft 1764. 

' The money for the army, was almoft in 
equal forwardnefs; the troops being muti-* 
nous, and the Nabob prefeht with thpm, he 
endeavoured to difcharge what was due to 
them, as fail ^s poflible. 
' The fum for the navy was not even fixed, 
till three months after the Nabob's return to 
Calcutta. '■ No part of it wa? paid, when 
Lord Clive arrived in May 1765.' His 

R a Lord* 

♦ Anonymous Pamphlet, page 49, \^ Scrafiton^s 
Sketch, page 86. 
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XiOrdfhip jdid oot thwif: proper to ^vf it 
paid, and the Directors doubted^ until your 
^ilicct .Gentlemen^ interpofed at a .laf;c ge« 
peral Court, and decided in favour ef ft 
corps/ .which had doqe thp. Company ^ istr 
py important fervices, in the courije of dbf 
war, inibmuchf thf t it may very truly he 
faic^, we are indebted to them /or the pre* 
iervation of India. 

^ ' For the account of reflitution, not a m^ 
pee was paid, during the Nabob's abfeaoi* 
The complaints of the mercharits were air 
ways anfwered, that the urgent demands of 
the public muft be firft confide^ed; thefe 
being;cffe(3;ually taken care of, the proper 
reprefentations were made to the Nabobf 
to engage him to fulfil, as foon as poflible, 
the article of his treaty, in behalf of the 
inhabitants; and the firft payments were 
made, in November 1764, iixteen months 
^fter the ratification of the treaty^, and after 
all the danger of the war was over. 

If thefe, which I have mentioned, arc 
all the " * private accounts," upon which the 
Diredor fays, " Meer ^affier ivas clofefy 
^' P^^Jf^^f' I hope he will accept the fore-^ 
going, for a fufficient anfwer ; if he meant 
any others, I defire he will fpeak out ; this 
very infinuation was fpread about, by the 
fame Diredor laft April, in an anonymous 
Letter in a news paper ; and forced nae to 
declare, that a very handlbme prefent (no 

kfs 
* Anonymous Pamphlet, p^ 48. 



leis :thfiii £% '^pp^Mvi p0itfid») W been 
j^Spxed^ and pr^fled Jliopb rtie by.Moer Jed&- 
jBer, juft b|3£ojr«; I'k£t Be^ig^l, W tliat I re^ 
fiifed it, fenfibl^ fof tjke gr oai decrainds ht 
biui to provide 6)r^if^ nuii^E^y fj^m^es^ land 
jiQ the 2mpM»ft ^f .fefti£tftik>D» due. to- the 
wcrc^iantep I r«fer«fd\4hp Pireiaort and Jt 
'jcffX ^aiA ibr tbe^trwA of <bis, to Meftr 
JfljgS^er's Minifter, NuACom^ri who i^cing no 
jriend of »«xe,^ will"* not jgive faife evidence 
to ^reen me from xiep£ur€» 

Turnipg back to the treaty of 1757, 1 am 
i:^inded of llie chsrgej that lies againft ihe 
ill the Obfcrver, of fupprefling one of the 
^DTticles. The Friend t^ the Cm^ary iayi?, 
** * One thing I had almoft forgot. In 
** your Narrative^ Mr.' Vanfittart, you have, 
^< with your ufual candour, omitted to make 
*f mention of that article of our firft treaty 
** with Mcer Jaffipr, in- which the Englifh 
ff obUge thjemielves to fupport him in th6 
*^ Subah{hip> and which waa fworn to, by 
** the fenrants of thft Conapany/' 

The aftpniihment with which I was feized^ 
upon reading this accuj&tion» was but ih« 
created, when I referred to a copy of the 
treaty, and found nothing of this article. I 
thought ' my copy was erroneous, till reco- 
vering from my furprize^ I recoUedsd that 
tJsis was the very article which had beeii 
much fought after, in t;he year 1762, upon 

a charge 

♦ Obfcrvcf, No. VI. p. 36. 
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ji oharge which the Dutch Company hrought 
-againft the Englifh Company, that ^* * thw 
<* had entered into a trejity . with Meer Ja^• 
r<^ fier pfFenfive and dcfcnfirci" 

The Dutch «:alled this, thci jth article^ 
by which they aflert, that the Englifli had 
|)romifcd jf:^ ** not only to aflSft Meer Jafficr, 
f^ with aU their power, to obtain the go- 
/* yernment of Bengal ; but alfo afterwards 
<*. gi\ce him the li|ce afliftance, againft aU hi» 
>* encniies whatever 5 not only againft thofe, 
** who ihould undertake any adls of hofti- 
f^lityy againft the Nabob, but alfo a^gainft 
** all others, who .in any cafe whatfocver, 
** fhould prefume to refufe what the Nabob 
f^ fhould demand." 

They charged further, that it appeared to 
them very extraordinary, if it (hould be true, 

J that by virtue of this offenfive and de- 

fenfive alliance, with a native prince, one 
^^ European nation may in a hoftile manner 
'* fall upon another/' And they inftfted, 
that fuch engagements were contrary to the 
treatiesj^ fubiifting between his Britannick 
Majefty, and the States General. 

The Dire£lor$' of the Englifh Company, 
in their Memorial to his Majefty, in anfwer 
to thefe heavy complaints of the Dutch, 
aftonifhed at being charged, with a 13th ar- 
ticle of which they had never heard, reply 
in thefe word?, /' §. We prefume to think 

'' that 

* Dutch Memorial, p. 27. t Ibid. p.28« 

t Ibid, .§ Englifh Memorial, p. 2*7, 
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«' ' llhat the hint regard to vtrea ties; ^d tb 
•« juftice, which forbad the t)utch CoihpanjT 
«< to afiift Serajih Dowll, requ^d froth u$ 
«* the affiftancc we lent to Meer Jaffier; not 
•* that w&had really concluded a trkity, en- 
^^ titling him, to ei^eft fucconrs from us, 
^* againft thofe" who- had «undertycen, bt 
^^ (hould undertake zny hoftUities agadnft 
^* him, and even againft all others, who on 
<* what account foever, ihould refufe what 
«« he required of therti, how unjuft, ill« 
«* grovmded, or even tyrannical the denaand 
^* might be, whith is afTeirted to be the fub-^ 
M ftance of the treaty, as explained- by CoL 
«« Clive. That fuCh a treatyr fhould have 
** been concluded, or that Col. Clive fhould. 
^* fo reprefent it, are equally incredible # 
V and fpeaking frotn Our advices as to ther 
*« former, and having his authority for. the 
*^ latter, we prefume to fay,* that both part& 
*« of the affertion are abfdlut6ly falfe/' 

And at the clofe of this M^moriial,. fub-r 
mitted to his Majefty, by the Direftors^ is 
Lord Clive's confirmation in the following^* 
words : * — : 

«• This is to certify, that I have carefully 
<< perufed the annexed Memorial of the 
«^ Englifh Eaft India Company to his Ma-^ 
<^ jefty, and do folemnly declare, that fitcH 
^< of die fa£ts therein mentioned, as I waflf 
«< any ways concerned in, are truly ftated^: 

*^:an4 

■ 

* Appendix, No. XIII* 
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Tke Diredors took* t&e §Mt 6pi|M>c4ii»ity 
of wciting toBeng^ go tn^viiPt^mtt fhi& af- 
ticte^ wbick theDuffihr hod kHjMftd f>fh^ni; 
as inconfi&tRtf with the ftbticnal tsreoitie^; 
17he, original' orticles^widi'IVfeeyJa^ iK^iV 
dacssumAed i» Counciiy and fbond ta W otiiy 
twelve^ the f^tttd MaiSfcly/ ^9 they fi&if^iti 
the NMrative-^9 vlth€ftis> ^ the Friend ff& thS 
^ Compawf" difbovered^ i^» vrkkied flip-' 
]kceffion^ me ^^/i^ fAifUgy" whkh^ Htf l^ad 
^ abm^ forgot'' to reproach me vrkh^ 

I£ theco^tcs in fho Svidiii Houfej if thV 
cep»fentation ' of the BiM^lbt^ to kii- Ma- 
jefty; if Xoird Cli^c-s fokmi* tcftSiflc*^^ ;^ if 
^ original treatiy ; z^d f^ellfy it atHi tlhcCi 
together «e not fiidkieiA: 1^ §MMf thtf 
•< Friend to dfceompany" oi'tfty infnckieACif 
in this msnt^t, I (haU briiiig m an evidettbtf; 
which h^ dare not diipnSe, witbonC catting' 
ki'qlie&ion hh own veracity. Let him^ ifurn 
tas page 8:5^ of IK^. Scraftcm^s Ske«ch> v»%«(i 
b^ mil &tiA the: t^-eaty redded, v/ith the ftiM4 
twelve articles, as in the Narrative. 

If the Dutch, upon any frelfe infbfnfcitiOn, 
had revived this charge, it weuld not have 
been furprizing ^ but who would have €x% 
pbftfed it to come from a Direftor, ot i 
jMind to the Company 2 It is a charge- fb 
fii^iently refuted, that- from this moQimf^ 
I: think myfelf, no further concerned in it^ 

than 

* VanfittartV Narrative, Vol, I. jjage 19. 



'tliaii as otit'of' the proprietors o^Eaft India 
Stock. As fuch, Gentlemen, I muft give iu 
as my opinion, that it behoves ns, to take 
qare to prevent the impofitions of this ano*- 
hyihous Writer ftom rekchihg the thfone, 
without being accompanied with an ample 
tiqckratibn or their JaHity ; v^e fhtJtild ' not 
fuffer fuch fcandal to go forth without con^* 
tradiftion, nor let a report prevail, that may 
giyt the leaft caufe for fufpicion, that the 
Company in their Memorial, \vere guilty of 
wilful mifreprefentation to his Majcfty. 

I think I have taken notice of all the ma*- 
tcrial articles in the Pamphlet, and in the 
Obferver; and I fhall only requeftyour pa- 
tience, for a lew moments longer, while I 
•purfue the Diredlor, into fome of his bye^ 
Ways, and mdke him aftiamed, if that is pof^ 
fiblc, of the bafe arts, and Unfair weapons 
he has ufed. 

Mr. Holweirs Anfwer to Meer Coflim*, 
and his Letter to Mr. Woollafton, have been 
frequently levelled againft me, by the Di- 
fe6tbr, as implying, that when the Prefent, 
which Meer Coffimj firft offered, was re- 
fufed, a right to a future claim was referved. 

This offer was preffed, both upon Mr. 
Holwell and me, but what particular words 
he made ufe of, when he refufed it, I did not 
hear, I was a ftranger to the obligation 
Mr. Holwell received from Meer Coffim, 
fome days aftewards ; and a ftranger likewife 

S to 

* Anonymous Pamphlet^ page 30. 
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to the Letter, which Mr» Holwell wrote 
from England to Mr. WooUafton, the pur* 
port of which, he has related very fairly to 
the public. * 

On the other hand, Mr.. Holwell could 
not be axrquaintcd, farther than I informed 
him, of what 1 . faid to Meer Coffioi, wheq. 
I refufed his offer, becaufe he was not prcr 
fent. Meer Cofiim paid me a vifit# at the 
time we were concluding the treaty with 
hint, about tl^e end of Septero,bex, 1700, ^n4 
delivered me a Pcriiau paper, whlofe I return^ 
ed the moment I had read it, and abiblutely 
declined the offer, without any refervatioji 
whatever of any future claim. My fentb* 
ments, on this fubjei3:, are to he feen ^t large, 
in a -f* minute of Council, the 2td of Marchf 
1762, nearly to this purport, that no priva^ 
intereft of mine Ihould ever come in cojdi- 
petition, with the demands of the Compajjy 
and the public ; and I defy thi^ Dircftor, 
under all his difguifcs, to produce an in- 
jftance, of my deviating from this maxinu 

Although Mr. Holweirs Letter to Mr. 
. Wollafton, does not in any manner concern 
me, I cannot help taking notice of the con- 
trivances, by which it v/as made public ; as 
I look upon it to be no inconfiderable in- 
ilance of the induftry of the Diredlor, and 
his friends, in procuring informers. Tht 
:|: Obferver. acquaints us, that ^^ \t felt into 

'' the 

■ ■ 

* Obf. Extra, by Mr. Holwell, p. 5. f Vanf. Nar, 
V«L II. pa^e 29. , X Oblervcr, No. Vllj. page 42. 



[ '33 1 

' ^^ tifi bandi t>£ fome gentlemen, who were 
*■ enemies to the Revolution, and who fent 
** it home, for the perufal of their mafters/* 
- This is too general an account ; from o- 
dlcrs I have been more particularly inform- 
ed, ■ dwit si obtain pcrfoh, by the unfortunate 
dfeath of a near f felation, became poiTefled of 
it confidential letter, and handed it to another 
peffoti, which other perfon fent it home to 
the .India Houfe ; and the Director, from 
thfc XK)tice he has taken of it on different 
JMcafiohs, means no doubt to afcribe tohim- 
felF much honour, infenfible to thofe feel- 
ings, which to every man of generous princi- 
ples will make this tranfadlion appear, as a 
moft deteftable breach of truft. 

But if the Direftor thinks that his duty to 
the Company renders fuch infornlations in- 
difpenfable, he ought to have laid before 
the Court, at the fame time^ a Copy of his 
Own Letter, to a friend at Patna, defiring 
him to recommend fecrecy, to two or three 
.people in Bengal, in regard to a private mo- 
ney-tranfaftion in which he was concerned, 
in the year 1757, at the time, when he was 
refidcnt at the Nabob's Court, and in truft: 
for receiving the ftipulated fums for the 
.'Company, the Army, the Navy, and the 
'M(irchants. 

Mr. Scrafton * mentions one Omichund, 
whb was cnaployed, as an agent, under Mr, 
Watts at Moorlhedabad, and tells us of 
'!» . . S 2 fome 

* S craft on'5 Sketch, p^gc'jg. 
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lome ferviqesy which he rendered in - tho 
year 1757, in encouraging the confpiraqiE 
againfl Serajah Dowla; but he does juot &^ 
a word of the reward which this man met 
with. As Mr. Scrafton was a principal pcr- 
former^ upon this occafion^ he ought t» 
have informed the public^ of. all the parti- 
culars of a tranfa£tion> which would fervc to 
throw a great light, upon the hiftory of the 
time he treats of. 

. And I think this may be a proper placei 
for me to alk Mr, Scrafton, a queftioa or 
two, in confirmation of what I . took the 
liberty to fay to him, at a late general 
cpurt, upon the firft notice of his anony** 
mous attack upon me. 

Whether it is not true, that he made his 
fortune out of the public treafury at Moor« 
ihedabad, or by prefents from ,Meer Jaffier 
foon after the battle of Plafly, although we 
are told by himfelf, that for fear of diftref^ 
fmg Meer Jaffier, at fo critical a time, " * it 
^* was thought more confiftent \yith the ge- 
*' neral intereft to accept of one half" of 
the public money ; that is, the Compa-* 
ny's, the reftitution to the merchants, and 
the reward to the army and navy, " by the 
*' laft day of Oftober ; and the remainder 
^* to be paid off, within the compafs of 
" three years, by equal payments every fix 
•' months," and although Meer Jaffier fail- 
ed, even in thefe payments, potwithftand- 

* Scrafton's Sketch, page 97* 



ing the diligence of Mr. Scrafton, who was 
Jcft at .the Nabob's Court to receive tho 
Coimpany'6 money ? 

; . And whether k is not likewife true that 
Mr. Scrafton, having fo madp his forturie, 
did take great offence, at.fome order or ap-> 
poisitnxent of the Court of Diredors, and 
thexQupon wrote a letter to the Governor and 
Council of Bengal^ to refign the fervice, in 
which letter he exprefled himfelf, very info- ' 
lently^ againft the Court of Directors, . and 
then took his parage for Europe ? 

This^laft circumftance, I v^ras induced to^ 
fH^otioQ at the general Court, in order to 
ihcw how unreafonable it was, for fuch a 
Dire(9:or to Ccnfurc a very decent and ref- 
pedful Memorial, which has been lately 
fubmitted to the Court of Directors, by the 
whole body of the fervants in Bengal, upon 
occaiion ,of a nieafure refolved on, and ex- 
ecuted by the Select Committee there. The 
meafure in queftion was this ; feveral va- 
V^pcies ' having happened in the Council of 
Bengal, the Seleft Committee (upon whom 
indeed it did not properly depend to fill the 
vacancies, it belonging to the Governor and 
Council) would not fuffer the promotion to 
go on in the ufual order, but called four 
geotlemen from another fettlement, to fill 
ihQ vacant feats in the Bengal Council. The 
Bengal fervants complained of this, as an 
unprecedented hardship, and the SeledtCom-* 
rpiJttee, as a reafon ior, their proceeding, 
impeached the integrity and capacity of the 

whole 
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whole body, in one general charge, with^ 
cut a finglc fa£t or inftance offered. Thi9 
cruel report, having gained fo much credit^ 
as to be in evtry mouth, and to be heard in 
all affemblies ; I thought it might become 
me, as having ferved in both iettlements, to 
take fome public occafion^ of declaring my 
opinion, and attempting to give fome littte 
check to a torrent of abufe, which bore 
down all characters in one undiilinguifhed 
ruin. I faid, that no one could difpute the 
power of the Court of Directors, to appoint 
whom they pleafed to every ftation in their 
fervice ; but that no Governor, or Councyj 
or Committee abroad, had ever before at- 
tempted to call in fervants, from another 
fettlement, to fill up vacancies in Council i 
and that without difparagement to thofe 
gentlemen, whom the Committee had call- 
ed from Madras, I could venture to fay, 
there were a great number among the fer- 
vants in Bengal, as well qualified, in every 
refpedt, to fill the vacant feats in Council ; 
and that during my refidence in Bengal^ I 
had no rcafon to complain of the want of 
diligence, capacity, or integrity in the fer- 
vants in general. 

This is what is called in the Obferver, 
** "^ profcfling myfelf the leader of tbe'dif- 
" contented fervants." I take the part of 
no Company's fervant, againft whom the 
Court of Direftors have any caufe of com« 
plaint^ but furely, it is not a cringle, td 

fpjcak 

* Obferver, No. VI. page 35. 
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l^peak to the charaders.of a wHoIe body of 
GentlemeOj who are accufed, without a 
fyvAx, and puniihed without a hearing ; and 
to endeavour to remove a prejudice, which 
ixa4 taken fuch deep root, fox want of exa^- 
xnination. 

./It is faid, l»ut not truly, in the f Ob-i 
ferver^ that ** the Dircftors .had adopted 
the very fame ; meafure previous to any 
JLQQwledge of Lord CUve'$ intentions' 
l^rd Clive.himfelf mentions, that he re- 
coounended it to the Court of Diredtors« by 
the Admiral Stevens packet; * and it is weU 
J^iQwn, that it was refolved by the Court 
of Diredors in confequence of that recom- 
inendation. The fervants in Bengal will be 
.very glad to fee the hopes the Obferver gives, ' 
. •fr that it was ** only a teniporary expedi- 
** ent I and whenever the Court of Di- 
ledora may think proper to redrefs this 
grievance, I. 2fsx fure the fervants will en- 
:tq:tain the warmeil fentiments of reipedt 
and gratitude for the favour. . 

It feems ftrange, that one who is fo rea- 
4y to inveigh, againfl the leail appearanf:e 
04 difirefpedt in the fervant.^ of the Compa- 
.ny, fliQuld in the fame moment recommend 
a public adl of difobedience. The Direcr 
tor iays, the refident at the Nabob's Court 
'.(an inferior fervant) fliould have wrote to 
tiiie Governor and Council againil the trade 
in fait, beetlenut, and tobacco, and ^1 ** if 

** they 

♦ Obferver, No. VI. page 35. f Ibid. % A- 
fiDnymous Pamphlet, page 38. 
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*' they pcrfifted" in their own opSnidn, Kc 
ihould nave *• quitted the Nabob's Court/* 
Whenever he happens to lay afide the dif-*' 
guife of his office, and nature rcfumes hfcr 
power, he appears an enemy to all the rales 
of fubordination. 

He did not however praftice, virhat -he 
advifes, when the cafe was aftually his own! 
JHe knew very well, that many of the 
Company's fervants carried on. a trade in one 
"or other of thofe articles, in the year 17 $9^ 
when he was refident at the Nabob's Court} 
hut we do not find that he took any fucK 
violent meafures to bring his fuperiors to 
orden ^ 

Speaking of this trade, if is incumbent 
on me to take notice of two other circum- 
ftances, whieh the Director mentions, as 
a reproach to my character. He fays *, I 
fliould have ** fet the example of felf^ 
" denial," and not engaged in the inland 
trade, " which was more immediately my 
*^ duty," as well from the rank 1 bore, as 
in gratitude to my employers, • from whom I 
at this time received near 20,000 1. per na^ 
num. I do acknowledge very thankfully^, 
that when the revenue of the lands, amount- 
ed to 600,000 L per annum, the commiffion 
I was allowed of 2 i- per cent, came to 
1.5,000 1. and the other appointments of 
the Governor, might bring it up to 18, or 
19,000 L but I alk the Direftor, who is « 
judge of the expences in Bengal, (which 

no 

* Anonymous Pamphlet, p. 39, 
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no hiAtt can be who has not refidcd there ^ 
Confiderable time) whether the vaft nura^* 
ber of attendants a Governor there> muft 
kaVe in payj th^ fort of parade he is obliged 
to keep up 5 and tht chara^er he ought to 
maintain in hofpitalities of many kind9> 
will not require a very confiderable part of 
that fum, great and noble as it is ? It is 
true, that Lord GlivCi in his Letter to the 
Court of Difeiftors of the 27th of April> 
1764, gave it as his opinion, that this **al* 
•* lowahce of 2 4. per cent, upon the Com- 
*• pany^s territorial poffeflions, was too great 
•* a burthen on the Company's eftate, and 
«* left it to the Directors, to hiake him 
" whatever allowance they might think 
*' confident v^ith his ftation." In confe- 
quence of this . advice, I have heard an 
order was fent to difcontinue the commif- 
fiOn, and in lieu thereof, his Lordfhip was 
granted, exclufive of the jaghire of 30,000!* 
per annufitj a falary of 6000 1. per annum ; 
and the Company to bear all his expences. 
The accounts of thofe ejtpences, I fup- 
pofe have been fent home, and I wifh to 
have this queftion decided, by the face of 
thofe accounts. If it fhould appear, that 
betides the jaghire and falary, the expences 
exceed all that I was allowed, I hope it will 
be an inducement to the Court of Direftors, 
to continue to future Governors, the fame 
appointments they indulged me with. . 

I do 
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I do not' however mean to aSer this ae»- 
ceflity of great expences, as a reafon for mjr, 
being concerned in the inland trade. J[ put 
allowances and expences out of the queftiont 
and traded, as a matter of courie and com- 
mon right, which I have before fufficiently 
explained. I was, however, (I might iky- 
unfortunately) chiefly engaged in the fbr^A 
or fhipping trade, which though not £> 
profitable to th^ merchant, was of mi^re 
general, ufe to the fettlement^ as employiag 
a greater number of people. For this rc^iibn 
my concerns in the inland trade were com- 
paratively fmall, comparatively I mean,.widi 
a great number of the inferior ferv^ants ; ai 
may partly be judged of by the refutation 
accounts, when they come to be pubUihed^ 
in which my claim will appear among the 
moft moderater 

The other circumftance, is concerning one 
Muftapha, who the Diredlor (ays, *^ * was 
^' thrown into prifon as a. fpy, and after*- 
** wards became one of Mr. Vaniittart's 
V agents for his inland trade." It is true 
this man was taken ^p for a ipy, and it is 
true he was kept in prifon many months, at 
Mafuiipatam, and Bengal ; fo much the Di- 
rector has thought proper to relate of the 
(lory of Muftapha, but the circumftances 
he has purpofcly omitted, in order to give 
his fcandal, the air of truth are thefe ; that 
the man was a native of Turkey, educated 

at 

* Anonymous PanDphlet^ page 17.- 
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A Paris/ cpfiploycd firft in the French fer- 
vicclipoh'the coaft> and afterwards in the 
lE^^litn fervicc at Bengal, as an interpre- 
tcf { behig difch^rgcd from this office, he 
t^zs tr^veumg back by land to the coaft, to 
iBtk cnlploymeiit, where he could, perhaps 
tirith the French again, -which according to 
mj apprebenfign would, have b?en no crime. 
Chi msVajr he was flopped, and carried 

Srilbner to Mafiiiipatam, together with a 
irge pared of papers, which circumftance 
iras taken to be enough, to conftitute him a^ 
fmr. Yhe man wa9 fent to Bengal to be 

* med^ 'but the papers were forgot ; after a 
long and grievous imprifonmcnt the papers 
iirrrv^d, ^nd. were found to contain journals 
cif Jlis travels, mixed with fome obferva- 
^btis Jri his, own particular wav, for he is 
^at ijncommon fort of man, which we may 
toiiccive to be formed from a mixture of 

■ Turkifli gravity, with the afFedtation of 
French improvements. He appeared to the 
Council to merit compafiion, rather than 
punifhment ; and an order was given for his 
releafe, as may be feen qpb.n the Minutes, I 
believe in March 1761. I forget whether 
any little allowance v/as granted him as an 
amends for his fufferings, but I know k 
Was purely the circumftance of his diftrefs, 
that induced me afterwards, to take an op- 
portunity r)f givirtg him bread, by employ- 
ing him, in my trade. There appeared no 

T 2 fcheme 



fphcme between him, ♦andCojaHaddccfor. 
introducing the French to Be;ngal, nor doe«i 
t;he Direftpr mention any fufpicion of that 
fort, againift Coja Haddee, when he telU 
vs of his being paurdered by Meer Jaffier j 
nor afterwards, when he mentions Colone} 
Chve reproaching Meer J«dB&er: with tHs 
crime. 

Thus much for a Turk. For. the Arme-^, 
nians I fay, that they were always regarded, 
as a confiderable body among the merchants,, 
fefiding under the Company's •prote<9ion i^^ 
Bengal, as may be judged from the particu-^ 
lar ftipulation, for their reftitution, in the 
treaty with Meer Jaffier of 1757; and there 
was one in particular, Coja J^etrus, whQ 
V^as employed, ip fome degree, by the Gom-s. 
mittee,. in the negociation with Me^ CdA 
fim, foon after my arrival in Bengal ^u;4 
who had been employed . in fome political 
tranfadtions before. As merchants I rer^ 
garded and prpteded them ; but that I Juf^- 
fered them about my per forty in the fenfe the 
Diredor -f- implies, that I confulted them,j 
ppon any affairs of the Company, political. 
or commercial, I do pofitively deny. Not 
that I had any particular prejudice againft 
them, but it was none of their bufinefs. 
The Diredor, after pronouncing them to 
be a fet of people, unfit to be trufted, teUs 
us upon the authority of one pf them, tha^ 

^* *a 

^ Anonymous Pamphlet, page 17. \ Ibid, page 
42- 
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1^^ * a few months delay" (ia* the war with: 
JVIeef Coflkn) *^ would haye ovcrfct us, and 
*V jfl:ripped us of every privilege and pof- 
**y3fcffion in that country;" and the gentle- 
lOahj who fends this Armenian's opinion ta 
i^T)iredor, gives his own at the fame time 
ji^ follows : ^* -f this I firmly believe, bad wa 
«* jnot began with him, he. would with us, 
'f whenever .his forces were brought into 
** .that regularity, of difcipKue he intended/*; 
I will not tikp advantage, from the Direcrr^ 
tor'js Qxapipi[q, to difpute this Armenian*^ 
a^thorityl I will admit it to be of equal 
creditji ,widi the gentleman's, or even with 
tb? Cjiredor's pwn. But he muft not infift 
on my giving -Jip my opinion, to either,. or 
both, OP all three together. I do not think 
|Vlefif..Qoflin\,^yould have begun a war wjth 
Visi.tut,.if he had, we ihaidd. have carried^ 
9.n\^ juft ,war,.\inftead of an unjuft ; and a^- 
^". tih? .ftve^t]^. b^gin when he wpuld, as far 
as^fuch events can be fbrefeeii, hi^ ruin wa» 

ioev^t^bjf . . . Wc^ coidd^ fet put 

yjiltif^z'^vc^r misfortuttp than we dijij.-iA 
^eiojfk.oif almoft . half . olir^ force, by tfejlf 
lirange fauUty^ which attended our troops^ 
^t Patn^;^ . aft^f they had ailaulted and taken 
the city.. . , ' 

. Among the various arts, which I have 
^hacl occafion to mention, in my courfe thro'- 
ihe- Anonymous Pamphlet, and the Obferv- 
erj, I do not recoiled: whether I have taken 

notice 

f Anonymous Pamphlet, page 43. f Ibid. 
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notice of any faife quotations. There is one 
however in the Obfervcr, No. II, page w, 
which ought not to be forgol> left it mould 
leave a wrong imprefBon, upon the mind of 
the reader, as'was intended. The Obfervcr 
is painting, as he calls it, tbt Tjrafity qftht 
Cofnpany's fervants in every Jtathrij andtbe 
mijerablejituation oj the wrfortunate Nathes^ 
occafioncd by our dealing in the inland trade. 
In order to finifli his pifturp^ he puts a note^ 
^wherein he feys, ^* fo extremely apprehenfivc 
^ were the Indiana of the Erigjim> that in 
^ a ktter from Mr. Warren Hiftings, refi- 
•• dent at the Nabob's Courts dated Bau- 
<• giepoor, 25 April 1 762, he. informs the 
«» Governor, that upon his^ way, thepcttjf 
<* towns and ferais w«re defertcd at his 
^* approach, and the {hops fhut tip through 
** a rear, that he and his Company wfert a 
^ party of the Armed Trader^ ^ by whom 
^ they were gcherally plunderfed 'ah(i"<)^- 
« prfefled/^ ; '" 

> ■ 'Thi5 Letter ftoiri Mr. Hsitlngsy bdn^:re^ 
ffcrred to, as it is printed in tfte jNarrajiVe; 
Vol. n. pag. 79 to 84, the Article in 
q^eftion will be fotrnd.to run thus. 
■ -P. -S^w *' A party x>i^Seepvys^ who were 
** on the march before us, afforded fuffici- 
*• en t proofs of the rapacious, and infolpnt 
*♦ spirit of tbofe feopk\ where they are left 
** te^ their own difcretion. IVlany complaints 
*«^ againjB: them were made me 'on the road, 

" and 
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<f aiut moft^ the -petty f towns aoadfei^I^ 
^\were deferted ^our approach i and thd^ 
*^ &ops ihut up, from the appreheofioos of ' 
*' the ftme treatment from' us«'' 

•The {Qepf>ys are the black regimented 
troops of the Company^ who think as little 
of tra^ as the Englifh troops. Mr. Hailing) 
obferyed, that when ihofe people were left 
to themfelves^ they were apt to foe guilty of 
cpprefiions^ on their march ; and in ordejr 
to prevent this^ it was the care of the Go-* 
vernor, dad the military Commanders, to 
lend European Odkers, with the feepoys, 
whenever it was poi&ble. 

. This toeing nnderflood will prove to be 
father a coinipliment to the Englifh, than 
a reproach i as it jQiews they not onJy re- 
fraiaie4 £fM(i oppreffion themselves, but 
pr<vettted oda^ers. 

The concluding paragraph of the Aaony-^ 
nous Pair^phlet, which acquaints us with 
the cauibs of Meer Jafiier's death as almoft 
too didioulous tQ merit a ferious refutation* 
He fays» '^ the perfecutiDa of Meer Ja£cr» 
f^ for payiuent of the fever al demands OA 
'* him/' aivd ^* the indignities he fujScred» 
-^^ haAened his death, by bringing on a bad 
♦* ftate of health which ended in a dro^j 
•^ of which he died two >monfchs after Mr. 
*^ Vaniittart left the country." I am happy 
.that he }ived. folong after /my departumj 
ibr if he had died, during my government, 

I think 
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I think the Dircdof would Hot nave let tni 
eicape with To flight itchitgt; hut the tratH 
is, Meef JafHer died in a gbdd old age of a 
total decay ; aAd confidetirig his debauched 
life, it is wonderflil he held out fo loiig. : 

If demands of money, and indignities 
fuffered, are admitted to be caufes of a 
dropfy, the prefent Nabob, fon of Meer 
Jaffier, muft have a more violent attack than 
his father, fince he has riot only loft the 
command of his revenue^ but is totally, de- 
prived of every part of his dignity. 

I left the Company, in quiet poffeflion of 
lands, to the value of about 700,0001. per 
annum; and a fubfidy from tht Nabob of 
five lacks of rupees per month, or 75o,oooli 
per annum to fupport their increafed mili-> 
tary charges. In every other relpedl Meer 
Jaffier was mafter of his revenue, and hia 
government. 

* Tmight have taken for the Company 
the grant of the Duany, which they now 
pofTefs ; the Court of Diredlors were ac- 
quainted, that it was offered in the year 1 76 1 
by the fame Mogul, after his defeat and fur- 
render to Major Carnac ; and the Secret 
Committee were apprized of my reafons for 
declining it. . 

I have faid, that I left Meer Jaffier 
Mafter of his Revenue and Government, 
after provifion made for the Company. 

He 

* Vanfittart's Narrative, Vol. I. page 255 to 263. 
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itt was in a fituation to plead the caufe 
of his own fubjedts, and ailert their rights, 
whith he did with good efFed:, in fettling 
with the Governor and Council, feveral li- 
mitations and reftri(5tions, in the inland trade, 
as mentioned in page 86. His fon is reduc- 
ed to a very different condition, both as to 
revenue and dignity r for the firft he de- 
pends on the Company's allowance, and as 
to dignity, what greater proof can be given 
of his total difgrace, than that which has been 
produced in page 90, an order under his 
own hand and feal, enjoining the Chiefs of 
the country to go to Calcutta, and give 
bonds not to trade in fait with any other 
perfbns except the Committee ? 

I fhall fay nothing in defence of my * 
countenance nor my figure at the laft April 
Eledlion, becaufe no Arguments of mine 
are wanted to prove, that every Proprietor 
has a right to give his Vote as he pleafes % 
but whatever offence the prefent Directors 
may have taken againfl me, I declare I 
would be as willing to fettle an account 
with them, as with any other Gentlemen i 
and therefore if it is true, as is fjiid in the 
\ Obferver, that any Account of mine is 
unfettled, of which, however, I have not 
the frnallefl recolledion, I repeat here, 
what I have faid before, that I fhall be 
ready to attend the Diredors, at any time 

U they 

* Qbfcrver, No. VI. p. 35. % Ibid. No. VII. 
page 38. 
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tKey appoint, for examining fuch. accountif 
and anfwering their enquiries** 

I hate, and deteft Ingratitude, and there- 
fore cannot be filent,^ under the reproaches, 
thrown out in the Obferver, upon this fub- 
jeft. The obligation to Lord Clive there 
alluded to arifes from his recommending me, 
to fome of the principal Directors as a pro- 
per perfon, to fucceed him in, the Govern- 
ment of Bengal ; and I have always acknow- 
ledged myfelf very thankful for his good, 
opinion. The fuccefs of this recommenda- 
tion, was rendered eafy, by the favourable 
reports, which had been made of me fre- 
quently to the Court of Diredtors,. by Mr. 
Saunders, and Mr. Pigot, under whom I 
ferved at Madras; yet I have never under- 
rated the favour done me by Lord Clive ; 
and if his Lordfliip jiccufes.me upon this 
point, I hope to be able to prove, that T 
have not failed in that regard, which I owe 
him. At prefent I am far from thinking, 
that he encourages this Director's fcanda* 
lous attempts, or experts me to fubmit, 
without reply to the abufes of the loweft of 
his Dependents. 

I very lincerely afk pardon, for the length, 
of. this Letter ; and only intreat that the 
affertions in the Anonymous Pamphlet, and 
in the Obferyer, may be weighed in that 
balance, which the author profefles to be 
his flandard. ^* * He defires no credit for 

** any 

* Obferver, No. I. page 2. 
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•* any aflertion, that is not juftified by rea- 
•* fon, and fupported by fad:/* I give you 
Gentlemen, and myfelf this trouble, once for 
all, for I will not demean niyfelf with enter- 
ing into any further difcuflions, with a man, - 
who feeks to propagate his fcandal, under fo ^ 
niany -difguifes ; by anonymous libels in Ob- 
fervers and News-papers ; by defamatory 
Pamphlets, without the name either of au- 
thor or printer ; by oppofite fafts, and fcn^ 
timents, aflerted at different times, to fervc 
prefent purpofes; * by ambiguous infinua- 
tions, as groundlefs as abufive ; by falfe ftate- 
ments of real fadts, and all forts of impo- 
fitions ; and finally by infidious endeavours, 
to draw in Lord Clive, and the Court of 
Dir66tors, to fupport his malevolence. 

He endeavours to give to the moft jufl: 
and reafonable meafures, the name of Party, 
in order to revive and nourifli that deteftable 
fupport of his own power. The force of Par- 
ty made him, what he is ; and if that was 
baniflied, which I hope in time it will be, 
he ijmft fink, to the level of his own merits; 
and be no more heard of, but in the recqrds 
of his political tranfadlions with Meer Jaf- 
iier, Roydoulub, and Omichund. 

* See the motto to the Obferver, No. VL 
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